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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

HOW TO MAKE YOUR STORIES STICK
SPEAKER: STEVEN NICHOLS
LOCATION: THE WAREHOUSE

SMALL GROUPS: CREATING 
RELATIONSHIPS THAT STICK
SPEAKER: MARK REARDON
LOCATION: 2ND/3RD GRADE ROOM

LOVING THROUGH BROKENNESS: 
HELPING EVERY CHILD FEEL CONNECTED
SPEAKER: ERIC WARNER & LAURIE CAMPBELL
LOCATION: LIVE

LEADING A CHILD TO JESUS
SPEAKER: LEIGH LAVENUTA, ART PASIMIO & MAX WILLIAMS
LOCATION: K/1 CLUBHOUSE
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HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR STORIES 
STICK

Over the last 20 years, Steve has served in ministry 
working with children and teenagers in a variety of 
capacities in North County San Diego. Currently, as 
a teacher in Discover 2/3, he uses his love of 
storytelling and humor to connect young people to 
God’s stories. Steve, his wife, Lindsay, and three 
teenage kids (Susie 15, Josh 13, and Laila 13) live in 
Bonsall, CA and attend North Coast Church, Vista 
Campus.  They enjoy the beach, camping, surfing, 
water polo and doing things as a family. One of his 
favorite stories to tell starts in Luke 2:11. “Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord."

Tell me a fact and I’ll learn. Tell me the truth and I’ll believe. But tell me a story 
and it will live in my heart forever.” - Indian Proverb

Stories are part of the human narrative and a powerful tool to engage kids in 
the message of Jesus. They have a lasting impact on the audience and our 
God has given all of us stories to tell. In this session you will gain valuable 
tools and inspiration to use your stories for the most e�ect. You will be 
provided with tips and best practices on:   How do you engage your 
audience? What are the parts of a “good” story? Story types and when to use 
them. By the end of this session you will walk away with a better 
understanding of how to use your stories for greater e�ect in small and large 
group settings.

SPEAKER STEVEN NICHOLS



Notes



SMALL GROUPS: 
CREATING 
RELATIONSHIPS 
THAT STICK

As a member of Vista’s Adventure 5 team, Mark 
facilitates small groups, runs large group games, 
shares announcements, and anything else he’s 
asked to do! In his professional life, Mark’s 
experience spans roles of teacher, principal, trainer, 
speaker and author. He enjoys taking the complexity 
of learning, motivation, and behavior change and 
making it simple, relevant, and practical.  Mark and 
his wife, Lynn, live in Oceanside and have two adult 
sons, Noah and Tate.  Mark is excited for this training 
opportunity, and like Esther of the Old Testament, 
feels it is God’s timing and plan for him to be here.  
“..What’s more, who can say but that God has 
brought you into the palace for just such a time as 
this?” Esther 4:14b TLB

The time spent in small groups is an investment in students’ spiritual 
development. It’s more than babysitting or getting through the 
activity/questions…a whole lot more!  It’s when students can connect 
with their peers, share their thoughts and their hearts, personalize 
the Scriptures, and derive application for their lives. But what 
happens when they’re not paying attention, misbehaving, 
distracted, not interested, or all of the above? What do we do?  In this 
breakout session, we’ll cover guiding principles and strategies that 
improve your e�ectiveness in making small groups a time to help 
students grow closer to God and each other. Come prepared to up 
your skill level as a small group leader/shepherd!

SPEAKER MARK REARDON
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LOVING THROUGH 
BROKENNESS: 
HELPING EVERY CHILD 
FEEL CONNECTED

Eric is a father, a social worker, and Vista Campus weekend coordinator in 
4th grade who loves Jesus, classic rock, singing, golf, video games, Flight 
Simulator X, movies, and chunky ice cream (right?).  He plays guitar and 
trombone, and enjoys acting in community theater. Eric feels like the man 
in Matthew 13:44. “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 
When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field.” 

Laurie lives in Valley Center and serves in the children’s ministry at the new 
Pauma Valley campus. She and her husband, John, have been married for 
28 years and have three adult children, all of whom she homeschooled.  In 
her professional role as elementary school assistant principal, Laurie 
strives to create a safe and positive culture for students. Her bachelor’s 
degree includes a minor in Biblical Studies and a major in Organizational 
Leadership from Biola University. Additionally, she holds a master’s degree 
in Cross Cultural Education, a teaching credential, and an administrative 
credential.  Her life verse is Philippians 4:8.  “Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy - think about such things.”

Ministering to children would be easy if they were all like us.  
But they're not.  They're not like each other, either.  We want to 
help you reach out with confidence to the child who hides 
under the table, the child who throws her craft on the floor, and 
the child who won't talk to you by creating a safe, warm, and 
welcoming environment. In this session, we will begin by 
creating a positive sense of community by participating in a 
circle discussion, and then share strategies designed to help all 
kids feel connected -- to you, to their peers, and to Jesus.

SPEAKER ERIC WARNER

SPEAKER LAURIE CAMPBELL
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LEADING A 
CHILD TO 
JESUS
“At a certain meeting, two and a half people were converted to Christ.  A 
friend asked if he meant two adults and a child.  The facts were just the 
opposite: two children and an adult.  When a child is led to Christ, a whole life 
is saved!” D.L. Moody
In children’s ministry, we have a wonderful opportunity to be used by God to 
lay a firm foundation in the lives of children. One of our most significant 
privileges is leading children into their own relationship with Jesus. In this 
breakout, we will share practical tools that with God’s Spirit have produced 
good results.

Leigh is the mother of eight, grandmother of five (with one more due in 
March), and has been working with kids in schools and churches for over 
40 years, with the last 11 in Coast Kids K/1.  Need we say more? Just that 
Leigh lives by Philippians 4:6-7. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.  And the peace of God,  which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Art, known to students as “Mr. Art,” has been a follower of Jesus for 40 
years, husband to MJ for 38 years, dad to Michael for 36 years and Jeremy 
for 33 years, KidMin leader for 30 years (10 in Coast Kids K/1), and grandpa 
to Reuben for 6 years and Oren for 3 years (with one more grandchild due 
in April).  He has lived in the Philippines, Arizona, Oregon, and California, 
and now resides in Oceanside.  He’s a master of the object lesson in the 
classroom and the golf clubs on the links. His life verses are Psalm 46:10, 
Philippians 1:6, Mark 10:43-44, and Romans 16.

Max has been working with children for over 25 years, as a school bus 
driver, as a summer camp leader at the Encinitas YMCA, as a youth leader 
at New Venture Church, and presently serving at North Coast Church, 
Vista Campus.  Max is a weekend coordinator, teacher, and ventriloquist in 
2nd/3rd grade, where he and his puppet friends, Harry and Orange Julius, 
make frequent appearances bringing the Bible to life. Max’s passion for 
teaching children the Word of God comes from Mark 10:13-15, where Jesus 
says, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will 
not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 

SPEAKER LEIGH LAVENUTA

SPEAKER ART PASIMIO

SPEAKER MAX WILLIAMS
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It’s the_______ things you ____or ______ that can make a 

______di�erence! List some examples here:

 

 

 

• Apply: circle/highlight/underline the one(s) you will be 

___________________about doing.

 

 

• Stick:  _________ the ________!

 

 

• Repeat:  _______ and _____ _____ _________!

PRESENTED BY MARK REARDON

WHAT DO WE
DO NOW?
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SOME FINAL THOUGHTS

•  Keep the momentum going!  Even though our time here 
has come to an end, we encourage you to continue 
dialogue with your teams.  Perhaps a team lunch before 
heading home today?

•  Hear the other breakouts you missed!  Access to the 
audio recordings of all four breakout sessions will be 
sent to you in a few weeks.

•  Get more bang for your buck!  How can you use the 
things you learned today in areas of your life outside of 
KidMin – with your family? At work or school?

•  Stay connected!  Write down names and contact info for 
people you met today and with whom you would like to 
network:

 

 

 

•  Tell us what you think! You will recieve an online survey 
about your experience at Sticky Teams Kidmin Edition. 
We appreciate and value your feedback.

•  Pray!  Ask God to help you use what you learned today 
to be more e�ective in loving and serving others for 
Him.
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