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Trait # 5 

SERVING OTHERS 
 
 

THE FORGOTTEN  

SIDE OF GREATNESS 

Romans 12:1/ Matthew 20:26-28/ John 13:1-17/ Philippians 2:3-5/ 1 Peter 4:10/ Galatians 6:10 
 
 

  Following Jesus means serving others. 
 
  Serving others means serving somewhere! 
 
 

FINDING OUR NICHE 

FULFILLING OUR DESTINY 
 
 

 

  THE HIGH PRICE OF IGNORANCE:  
 

 

 ● It’s worse than use it or lose it!  
      Ephesians 2:10/ Matthew 25:14-30 & James 2:14-26 

 
 ● Finding & Fulfilling Our Niche, Roles & Responsibilities: 
                        1 Corinthians 12:1-27/ Romans 12:1-11/ Acts 13:36 
 

 We’re all gifted & called to serve others. (1 Cor 12:7) 
 

 

 God decides who does what. (1 Cor 12:11-18) 
 
 

 The greater the glory – the less important the role! (1 Cor 12:19-27) 

 
  
  PRACTICAL ADVICE FROM THE TRENCHES 
 
   Just do something! 
                          Matthew 25:14-30 

 
 
   If the barn’s burning – grab a bucket! 
                          Luke 10:27-37 

 
 
   Follow your successes – not your passions! 
                          1 Corinthians 12:7/ Romans 12:3 

 
 
   Don’t whine or compare. 
                          Matthew 6:1/ Romans 14:4/ 2 Corinthians 10:12 

 
 
   Move toward alignment.  
                          Acts 13:36 
 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of October 9, 2005 

QUICK REVIEW 
Looking back at your notes from this weekend’s message, was there a specific sound bite, 
verse, or point that particularly challenged, changed or expanded your understanding of what it 
means to serve others?  
 
 
MY STORY 
1.  How we live and make decisions day-to-day can make or break our ability to fulfill our God-
assigned role in the kingdom.  Which of the statements below can most easily become a 
roadblock for you? 

 

 Moving too fast to notice 

 Packing too much into my schedule 

 Trying to respond to every need 

 Putting off getting started 

 Unwillingness to flex my schedule and/or leisure time 
 

 

2. Hobbies, exercise, time with friends, and time for yourself are part of a healthy life.  How do 
you think we can best balance these with the responsibility to serve others and a willingness to 
truly sacrifice? 
 
 
 
 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
This week we’re going to look at two examples of people committed to serve and the challenges 
they faced - Moses and the Good Samaritan. 
 
1.  Moses is an example of being called and used by God at something he initially had no 
passion for or perceived ability to accomplish.  As you read Exodus 3:1-14; 4:1-8, can you think 
of any benefit in Moses’ thinking that he couldn’t fulfill the role God had for him?   
 
Exodus 3:1-14  
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to 
the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. [2] There the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did 
not burn up. [3] So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn 
up."  
[4] When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! 
Moses!" 
And Moses said, "Here I am."  
[5] "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is 
holy ground." [6] Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.  



[7] The Lord said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. [8] So I have come down to 
rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and 
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. [9] And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen 
the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. [10] So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people the Israelites out of Egypt."  
[11] But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"  
[12] And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When 
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."  
[13] Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has 
sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?"  
[14] God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I am has sent me to 
you.' "  [NIV] 
 
Exodus 4:1-8  

Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 'The Lord did not appear to 
you'?"  
[2] Then the Lord said to him, "What is that in your hand?" 
"A staff," he replied.  
[3] The Lord said, "Throw it on the ground." 
Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. [4] Then the Lord said to him, 
"Reach out your hand and take it by the tail." So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it 
turned back into a staff in his hand. [5] "This," said the Lord, "is so that they may believe that the Lord, the 
God of their fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has appeared to you."  
[6] Then the Lord said, "Put your hand inside your cloak." So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when 
he took it out, it was leprous, like snow.  
[7] "Now put it back into your cloak," he said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he 
took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh.  
[8] Then the Lord said, "If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they may 
believe the second. [NIV] 

 
 
 
What does God’s reaction to Moses tell you about His character and response to us 
when we’re not getting it? 

 
 
 
 
2. Moses was used in a mighty way by God, but he also ran into some significant challenges 
because of his initial unwillingness to take on God’s assignment.   What were some of the 
adverse consequences of not fully embracing God’s call and/or leading as God directed in the 
passages below? 
 
Exodus 4:10-17  
Moses said to the Lord, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have 
spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue."  
[11] The Lord said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him 
sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? [12] Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what 
to say."  
[13] But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it."  
[14] Then the Lord's anger burned against Moses and he said, "What about your brother, Aaron the 
Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when 



he sees you. [15] You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will 
teach you what to do. [16] He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and 
as if you were God to him. [17] But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs with 
it." [NIV] 
 
Numbers 12:1-16  

Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. 
[2] "Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the 
Lord heard this.  
[3] (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.)  
[4] At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent of Meeting, all three of you." 
So the three of them came out. [5] Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance 
to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them stepped forward, [6] he said, "Listen to 
my words: 
"When a prophet of the Lord is among you, 
I reveal myself to him in visions, 
I speak to him in dreams.  
[7] But this is not true of my servant Moses; 
he is faithful in all my house.  
[8] With him I speak face to face, 
clearly and not in riddles; 
he sees the form of the Lord. 
Why then were you not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?" 
[9] The anger of the Lord burned against them, and he left them.  
[10] When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam--leprous, like snow. Aaron turned 
toward her and saw that she had leprosy; [11] and he said to Moses, "Please, my lord, do not hold 
against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. [12] Do not let her be like a stillborn infant coming from 
its mother's womb with its flesh half eaten away."  
[13] So Moses cried out to the Lord, "O God, please heal her!"  
[14] The Lord replied to Moses, "If her father had spit in her face, would she not have been in disgrace for 
seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she can be brought back." [15] So 
Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did not move on till she was 
brought back.  
[16] After that, the people left Hazeroth and encamped in the Desert of Paran. [NIV] 
 
Numbers 20:2-12  
Now there was no water for the community, and the people gathered in opposition to Moses and Aaron. 
[3] They quarreled with Moses and said, "If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before the Lord! 
[4] Why did you bring the Lord's community into this desert, that we and our livestock should die here? [5] 
Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to this terrible place? It has no grain or figs, grapevines or 
pomegranates. And there is no water to drink!"  
[6] Moses and Aaron went from the assembly to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and fell facedown, 
and the glory of the Lord appeared to them. [7] The Lord said to Moses, [8] "Take the staff, and you and 
your brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and it will pour out 
its water. You will bring water out of the rock for the community so they and their livestock can drink."  
[9] So Moses took the staff from the Lord's presence, just as he commanded him. [10] He and Aaron 
gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, "Listen, you rebels, must we 
bring you water out of this rock?" [11] Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. 
Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank.  
[12] But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy 
in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them." [NIV] 

 
 
 



 
3.  Now read the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:30-36.   List all the costs of being 
willing to meet the needs of the man on the road as he did. 
 
Luke 10:30-36  
In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. [31] A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 
[32] So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. [33] But a 
Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. [34] He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
took him to an inn and took care of him. [35] The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to 
the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you 
may have.'  
[36] "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" 
[NIV] 

 
 

 
 
What in the list above comes most naturally to you?  Which one would be most 
challenging? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. How does Peter categorize our gifts and abilities in 1 Peter 4:10-11 and what are their 
purposes?   
 
1 Peter 4:10-11  

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in 
its various forms. [11] If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone 
serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. [NIV] 

 
 
 
Is there one category you tend to lean more toward than the other?  
 
 
 
Can you think of any specific examples of these two categories   “projecting God’s 
grace” as Peter states they should?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
TAKING IT HOME 
1.  Looking back at this week’s message and study, which point or statement is most important 
for you to remember in serving others? 
 
 
 
2.  Are there any new service opportunities that you need to consider (or reconsider) as a result 
of this week’s teaching?  
 
 
 
If you’re looking for something specific to get involved in, here is a list of ministries at North 
Coast Church: 

 

Nursery or Children’s Ministries 

 

Youth Ministries 
 

Adult Ministries 

 

Care and Concern Ministry 

 
Tech., Facilities, Administrative Ministries 

 

Community Service  

(Check out: www.northcoastchurch.com/service/index.asp) 
 

Want more information?  

Go to www.northcoastchurch.com/serving/index.htm 

or call the church office for more specifics in getting involved (760.724.6700). 

 


