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The Jesus Most People Miss

Part 2
THE STORY:

Mark 8:11-26

He is a Jesus who:

* might give you silence when you ask for a sign.
Mark 8:11-13; 1 Corinthians 1:22-23; Acts 17:21; Luke 11:14-16

* knows just a little hypocrisy will corrupt the whole.
Mark 8:14-16; Matthew 3:7-10; Matthew 23; James 3:10; Titus 1:16; Luke 6:46

* sees a huge difference between knowing that God is in

your boat, and knowing the God that is in your boat.
Mark 8:17-21, 4:35-40, 6:45-52, 16:14

* knows your spiritual growth comes in stages, and not

all at once.
Mark 8:22-26; Romans 10:17; 1 John 2:27-28; Hebrews 5:12; Philippians 2:12-13; John 15:5

* keeps disciples with Him, even though they don’t
see things clearly.

NEXT WEEK, PART 3: Mark 8:27-38




The Jesus Most People Miss
(Part 2) Mark 8:11-26
Food for Thought for the week of August 21, 2005
(Questions and Scriptures for further study)

1. This weekend we were reminded that, "The way Jesus dealt with people then is the way He deals with
us now." Taking a look at Jesus interacting with His followers will help us understand how He treats us
today. Jot down any of Jesus’ character qualities that show up in the passages below.

John 8:3-11

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand
before the group [4] and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. [5] In the
Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" [6] They were using this
guestion as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. [7] When they kept on questioning
him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a
stone at her." [8] Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

[9] At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still standing there. [10] Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?"

[11] "No one, sir," she said.

"Then neither do | condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin." [NIV]

John 11:1-44

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. [2]
This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and
wiped his feet with her hair. [3] So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick."

[4] When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that
God's Son may be glorified through it." [5] Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. [6] Yet when
he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.

[7] Then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea."

[8] "But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back
there?"

[9] Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for
he sees by this world's light. [10] It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light."

[11] After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but | am going
there to wake him up."

[12] His disciples replied, "Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better." [13] Jesus had been speaking of his
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

[14] So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, [15] and for your sake | am glad | was not there, so
that you may believe. But let us go to him."

[16] Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with
him."

[17] On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. [18] Bethany
was less than two miles from Jerusalem, [19] and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort
them in the loss of their brother. [20] When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet
him, but Mary stayed at home.

[21] "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. [22] But | know
that even now God will give you whatever you ask."

[23] Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again.”

[24] Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."



[25] Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he
dies; [26] and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

[27] "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the
world."

[28] And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here,"
she said, "and is asking for you." [29] When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. [30]
Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. [31]
When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and
went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

[32] When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died."

[33] When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was
deeply moved in spirit and troubled. [34] "Where have you laid him?" he asked.

"Come and see, Lord," they replied.

[35] Jesus wept.

[36] Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"

[37] But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?"

[38] Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. [39] "Take away the stone," he said.

"But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been
there four days."

[40] Then Jesus said, "Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"

[41] So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, | thank you that you have
heard me. [42] | knew that you always hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the people standing here,
that they may believe that you sent me."

[43] When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" [44] The dead man came
out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go." [NIV]

John 2:12-22

After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed
for a few days.

[13] When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [14] In the temple
courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. [15]
So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered
the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. [16] To those who sold doves he said, "Get
these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!"

[17] His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me."

[18] Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to
do all this?"

[19] Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and | will raise it again in three days."

[20] The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in
three days?" [21] But the temple he had spoken of was his body. [22] After he was raised from the dead,
his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had
spoken. [NIV]

Luke 10:38-42

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha
opened her home to him. [39] She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he
said. [40] But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and
asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"

[41] "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, [42] but only
one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." [NIV]

Luke 15:1-32



Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. [2] But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."

[3] Then Jesus told them this parable: [4] "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of
them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?
[5] And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders [6] and goes home. Then he calls his friends
and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; | have found my lost sheep.' [7] | tell you that in the
same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who do not need to repent.

[8] "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house
and search carefully until she finds it? [9] And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors
together and says, 'Rejoice with me; | have found my lost coin.' [10] In the same way, | tell you, there is
rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."

[11] Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. [12] The younger one said to his father,
'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.

[13] "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. [14] After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that
whole country, and he began to be in need. [15] So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. [16] He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

[17] "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and
here | am starving to death! [18] | will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, | have
sinned against heaven and against you. [19] | am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like
one of your hired men.' [20] So he got up and went to his father.

"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to
his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

[21] "The son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy
to be called your son.'

[22] "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. [23] Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. [24]
For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.
[25] "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. [26] So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. [27] "Your brother has
come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
[28] "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.
[29] But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so | could celebrate with my friends. [30] But when this
son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for
him!'

[31] " 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything | have is yours. [32] But we had to
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.' " [NIV]

We also know that, "The way Jesus dealt with people then is the way
He expects us to deal with people now." How can you follow His lead
and build the character qualities listed above into your life?

2. The Pharisees wanted Jesus to perform miracles for them to see, and yet their hearts were far from
following Jesus. Instead of showing them a miracle Jesus simply left. Have you ever asked Jesus for
something and seem to encounter His silence? Now read Isaiah 59:1-2 and see if you can identify any



lack of obedience or faith in your own life that may have contributed to any unanswered prayer. See
Matthew 15:7-9 and Matthew 23:25-28 for other reactions Jesus had to some of these religious leaders.

Isaiah 59:1-2

Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save,
nor his ear too dull to hear.

[2] But your iniquities have separated

you from your God;

your sins have hidden his face from you,

so that he will not hear. [NIV]

Matthew 15:7-9

You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you:
[8] " 'These people honor me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me.

[9] They worship me in vain;

their teachings are but rules taught by men.™ [NIV]

Matthew 23:25-28

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and
dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. [26] Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the
cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.

[27] "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs,
which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean.
[28] In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of
hypocrisy and wickedness. [NIV]

3. Pastor Chris pointed out that even though the disciples were traveling with Jesus they completely
misunderstood the Jesus they were traveling with. Read Mark 4:35-41 and Matthew 14:22-33 for two
other accounts of the disciples forgetting who Jesus was and what He could do. Compare and contrast
the disciples in Mark 4 with Peter in Matthew 14. What can we learn about faith and fear?

Mark 4:35-41

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side." [36] Leaving the
crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him.
[37] A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. [38]
Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't
you care if we drown?"

[39] He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and
it was completely calm.

[40] He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?"

[41] They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"
[NIV]

Matthew 14:22-33
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while
he dismissed the crowd. [23] After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to



pray. When evening came, he was there alone, [24] but the boat was already a considerable distance
from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

[25] During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. [26] When the
disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear.
[27] But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."

[28] "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."

[29] "Come," he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. [30] But when he
saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"

[31] Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you
doubt?"

[32] And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. [33] Then those who were in the boat
worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." [NIV]



