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WHAT TO EXPECT FROM A KING 
Mark 11:1-11 

 
 
 

SETTING THE SCENE: 
Mark 11:1-11 
 
 
 

  
      OBEDIENCE                 ISSUES: 
Mark 11:1-7 

 
 Obedience always precedes blessings            in God’s kingdom. 
 Joshua 1:8-9, John 14:23-24, John 15:10 

 
 
 A true King  demands loyalty  . 
 1 Samuel 15:22-23, Matthew 7:21-27, Acts 5:29 

 
 
 

          EXPECTATION        ISSUES: 
Mark 11:7-10 

 
 
 The King will hear our expectations, not  give in to them  . 
  Zechariah 9:8-10, Psalm 118:25-27, Isaiah 40:9-11 

 
 
 Expect  frustrations  from unmet  expectations . 
  Luke 24:17-21, Joshua 7:7, 1 Kings 19:4, Psalm 42:6, Jeremiah 15:10  
 
 

 
 
AT THE END OF THE DAY… 

Mark 11:11 
 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of March 20, 2005 
(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

____________________________________________________ 
 

1.  God promises to bless His people if they trust Him and obey His commands.  Read the promise God 

made to Abraham in Genesis 22:1-18.  That promise is fulfilled in Joshua 3:1-17.  In both stories 

obedience preceded blessing.  His people had to take the first steps of obedience before God’s plan or 

provision was revealed.  Is there an area in your life where God may be asking you to “stand in the river” 

and obey Him?   

Genesis 22:1-18 

22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice 
him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son 
Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On 
the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the 
donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and 
the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them 
went on together. 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took 
the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 
“Here I am,” he replied. 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because 
you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and 
sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to 
this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 
15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares 
the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you 
and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth 
will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 

 

Joshua 3:1-17 

3 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where 
they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers went throughout the camp, 3 giving 
orders to the people: “When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical 
priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 4 Then you will know which way 
to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits 
between you and the ark; do not go near it.” 



5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among 
you.” 
6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they 
took it up and went ahead of them. 
7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know 
that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you 
reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 
9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. 10 This is how 
you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve 
men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the 
Lord—the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and 
stand up in a heap.” 
14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went 
ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who 
carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the water from upstream 
stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of 
Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was completely 
cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord stopped in the middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by until 
the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 
  

 

 

 

 

2.  The Israelites expected that the Lord would deliver them from their enemies and restore their 

kingdom. Zechariah the prophet described how the King would come. Read Zechariah 9:9-13.  However, 

many Israelites still expected something totally different and their expectations went unmet. 

Zechariah 9:9-13 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 
    and the battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
    His rule will extend from sea to sea 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11 As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; 
    even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you. 
13 I will bend Judah as I bend my bow 
    and fill it with Ephraim. 
I will rouse your sons, Zion, 
    against your sons, Greece, 



    and make you like a warrior’s sword.  
 

Like the Israelites, and those that Chris mentioned this weekend, have you ever been frustrated with God 

when your expectations were unmet?  How did our lesson this week cause you to see that differently? 

  

 

 

3.  Our expectations of God are often shaped by our understanding of His promises to us.  Read the 

following verses and write down what you can expect from God, although it might not be on your terms. 

  

Deuteronomy 30:8-10 

8 You will again obey the Lord and follow all his commands I am giving you today. 9 Then the Lord your God will 
make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock 
and the crops of your land. The Lord will again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your 
ancestors, 10 if you obey the Lord your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in this Book of 
the Law and turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

  
Joshua 1:6-9 

6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to 
give them. 
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to 
the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your 
lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

  
I Corinthians 10:13 
13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not 
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out 
so that you can endure it.  
            
1 John 1:8-9 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  
            
1 John 5:11-12 

11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the 
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
  

   

 

4.  At the end of the day, in Mark 11:11, we see Jesus calm, determined, in control, and at peace.  How 

does Jesus’ confidence in the face of a storm impact you as you face your own trials or issues? 

Mark 11:11 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but since 
it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 


