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Beware: The Bible Can  

Mess You Up! 

1 Timothy 1:1-11 

 
 

1 TIMOTHY:  

Who, What & Why? 

 1 Timothy 1:1-3 & 1 Timothy 3:14-15/ Acts 20:17-38/ Revelation 2:1-7 

 

 

 

THE USE & MISUSE  

OF GOD’S WORD: 

 1 Timothy 1:3-11 
 
 

 
 

 HOW TO RECOGNIZE DANGEROUS BIBLE TEACHING: 
           1 Timothy 1:3-7/ Deuteronomy 29:29 & 2 Corinthians 1:13/ 2 Timothy 2:23 & Titus 3:9-11 
 

   Speculation. 
 
   Controversy. 
 
   Confident Ignorance. 

 
 HOW TO RECOGNIZE THE REAL DEAL: 
           1 Timothy 1:5-6/ 1 Corinthians 13:1-4/ 1 Corinthians 8:1 
 

   It produces agape love. 
 
   It focuses primarily on character, obedience and trusting God. 

 
 HOW TO READ & RESPOND TO THE OLD TESTAMENT: 
            1 Timothy 1:8-11/ Romans 3:20 & Galatians 3:10-13 / Romans 7:5 & 7/ Galatians 3:24-25 
 

   It is not a stairway to heaven. 
 
   It exposes our sin. 
 
   It points us to Jesus. 

 
HOW TO READ & STUDY  

YOUR BIBLE: 

  2 Timothy 3:16-17/ James 1:22-25 
 

 READ IT TO FIND OUT. . . 
  What God is like  
 

  How to live 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of July 9, 2006 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 

1.  This weekend we explored the difference between the proper use and the misuse of the Bible. We 

saw that the ultimate goal of studying and knowing the Bible is not to simply fill our minds with biblical 

information; it’s to change the way we think about God and the way we live. How do the following verses 

speak to this insight?  

Philippians 1:9-11  

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, [10] 

so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

[11] filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God. 

[NIV] 

Colossians 1:9-14  

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you and asking God 

to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. [10] And we pray 

this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, [11] being strengthened with all power according to 

his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully [12] giving thanks to 

the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. [13] For 

he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 

[14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. [NIV] 

 

 

 

2.  Those who misuse the Bible often distort the meaning of a verse or passage by taking it out of context 

– forgetting who it was written to and the historical situation it was written in. How might that impact the 

interpretation and application of Joshua 1:8?   

Joshua 1:8  

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 

careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. [NIV] 

 

 

One of the best ways to guarantee that we are properly interpreting any one biblical verse or 

passage is to compare it with the rest of the Bible. In other words, keeping in mind what the Bible 

says in its entirety rather than one verse by itself. How does reading Hebrews 11:32-40 help with 

a more accurate application of Joshua 1:8? 

Hebrews 11:32-40  



And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 

David, Samuel and the prophets, [33] who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 

justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, [34] quenched the fury of 

the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and 

who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. [35] Women received back their dead, 

raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a 

better resurrection. [36] Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in 

prison. [37] They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. 

They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated-- [38] the 

world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes 

in the ground.  

[39] These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been 

promised. [40] God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they 

be made perfect. [NIV] 

 

 

 

3.  Properly used, the Bible produces agape or self-sacrificing love in the lives of those who study it. 1 

Corinthians 13:4-7 identifies what this agape love might look like. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. [5] It is not rude, it is not 

self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. [6] Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. [7] It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. [NIV] 

 

 

 

Looking back, has your knowledge of the Bible helped you or changed you in regards to living out 

this kind of love and life?  How so?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

OTHER BIBLE STUDY RESOURCES 

Online - www.crosswalk.com – numerous free Bible study resources, Bible translations, and word search tools. 

http://www.crosswalk.com/


Hard Copy Resource - North Coast Corner Bookstore – In the “Live” Lobby.  You can also access it at www.northcoastchurch.com 

by clicking on the Bookstore link. 

http://www.northcoastchurch.com/

