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The Care & Feeding Of A Spiritual Leader 

1 Timothy 5:17-25 

 
 
 
 

THE PASSAGE: 

1 Timothy 3:14-15/ 1 Timothy 3:1-13 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PRINCIPLES:  

How to Treat a Spiritual Leader 
 

  When they do well – pay them well. 
        1 Timothy 5:17-18/ Leviticus 7:30-35/ 1 Corinthians 9:7-15/ Galatians 6:6/ 1 Timothy 3:3 & 1 Peter 5:2 

  
 
 
 
  When they’re criticized – give them the benefit of the doubt. 
        1 Timothy 5:19/ Deuteronomy 17:6-7 & 19:15-20/ Matthew 18:15-16                     
 
 
 
 
  When they mess up – don’t cover up. 
                1 Timothy 5:20-21/ James 3:1/ Galatians 2:11-15 
 
 
 
 
  When you choose one – take your time. 
                1 Timothy 5:22/ 1 Timothy 3:6 & 10 

 
 
 
 
  When they’re human – don’t be shocked. 
        1 Timothy 5:23-25/ 1 Corinthians 12:7-11/ 2 Corinthians 12:7-10; 7:5-6; 4:7 

 
 
 
 
 

THREE TAKE HOME QUESTIONS:  
 

 

  Am I generous or stingy?  
 

 

  Do I believe the best or the worst?  
 

 

  Is my focus on God or man?  



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of September 3, 2006 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

This week’s teaching closed with three questions to help us evaluate our personal response to spiritual 

leadership.  Take a look at the questions below and then read the Scriptures to further your healthy 

response to leaders. 

 

Am I generous or stingy? 

 

 God tells us that generosity isn’t dependent on a large bank account, but rather on an accurate 
perspective of our possessions and the role they play in advancing God’s Kingdom.  How do the 
following passages help us gain the attitude and practice of generosity? 

 

Luke 12:22-34  

Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or 

about your body, what you will wear. [23] Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. [24] 

Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And 

how much more valuable you are than birds! [25] Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his 

life? [26] Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  

[27] "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his 

splendor was dressed like one of these. [28] If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 

today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! [29] 

And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. [30] For the pagan world 

runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. [31] But seek his kingdom, and 

these things will be given to you as well.  

[32] "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell your 

possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in 

heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. [34] For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. [NIV] 

2 Corinthians 8:1-15  

And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 

[2] Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 

generosity. [3] For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 

Entirely on their own, [4] they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 

saints. [5] And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us 

in keeping with God's will. [6] So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to 

completion this act of grace on your part. [7] But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of 

giving.  



[8] I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the 

earnestness of others. [9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 

for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  

[10] And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only 

to give but also to have the desire to do so. [11] Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do 

it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. [12] For if the willingness is there, 

the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.  

[13] Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be 

equality. [14] At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will 

supply what you need. Then there will be equality, [15] as it is written: "He who gathered much did not 

have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."  [NIV] 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8  

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 

reap generously. [7] Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 

that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. [NIV] 

 

 

Do I tend to believe the best or worst in others? 

 

 It’s no secret that seeing the best in others can, at times, be no small challenge.  David gives us an 
amazing example of seeing the best in others as Saul, his King, attempts to take his life.  What 
perspectives can you gain from David to help you see and believe the best in others? 

 

1 Samuel 24:1-7  
After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, "David is in the Desert of En Gedi." [2] So 
Saul took three thousand chosen men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the 
Crags of the Wild Goats.  
[3] He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. 
David and his men were far back in the cave. [4] The men said, "This is the day the Lord spoke of when 
he said to you, 'I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.' " Then David 
crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul's robe.  
[5] Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. [6] He said to his 
men, "The Lord forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the Lord's anointed, or lift my hand 
against him; for he is the anointed of the Lord." [7] With these words David rebuked his men and did not 
allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way. [NIV] 
 
1 Samuel 26:1-25  

The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, "Is not David hiding on the hill of Hakilah, which faces 
Jeshimon?"  
[2] So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand chosen men of Israel, to search 
there for David. [3] Saul made his camp beside the road on the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David 
stayed in the desert. When he saw that Saul had followed him there, [4] he sent out scouts and learned 
that Saul had definitely arrived.  
[5] Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and Abner son 
of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying inside the camp, with the army 
encamped around him.  



[6] David then asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, "Who will go down 
into the camp with me to Saul?" 
"I'll go with you," said Abishai.  
[7] So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the camp with 
his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him.  
[8] Abishai said to David, "Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him to 
the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won't strike him twice."  
[9] But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord's anointed and be 
guiltless? [10] As surely as the Lord lives," he said, "the Lord himself will strike him; either his time will 
come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. [11] But the Lord forbid that I should lay a hand 
on the Lord's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and let's go."  
[12] So David took the spear and water jug near Saul's head, and they left. No one saw or knew about it, 
nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the Lord had put them into a deep sleep.  
[13] Then David crossed over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some distance away; there was 
a wide space between them. [14] He called out to the army and to Abner son of Ner, "Aren't you going to 
answer me, Abner?" 
Abner replied, "Who are you who calls to the king?"  
[15] David said, "You're a man, aren't you? And who is like you in Israel? Why didn't you guard your lord 
the king? Someone came to destroy your lord the king. [16] What you have done is not good. As surely 
as the Lord lives, you and your men deserve to die, because you did not guard your master, the Lord's 
anointed. Look around you. Where are the king's spear and water jug that were near his head?"  
[17] Saul recognized David's voice and said, "Is that your voice, David my son?" 
David replied, "Yes it is, my lord the king." [18] And he added, "Why is my lord pursuing his servant? 
What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? [19] Now let my lord the king listen to his servant's 
words. If the Lord has incited you against me, then may he accept an offering. If, however, men have 
done it, may they be cursed before the Lord! They have now driven me from my share in the Lord's 
inheritance and have said, 'Go, serve other gods.' [20] Now do not let my blood fall to the ground far from 
the presence of the Lord. The king of Israel has come out to look for a flea--as one hunts a partridge in 
the mountains."  
[21] Then Saul said, "I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life precious 
today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly."  
[22] "Here is the king's spear," David answered. "Let one of your young men come over and get it. [23] 
The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The Lord delivered you into my 
hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord's anointed. [24] As surely as I valued your life today, 
so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble."  
[25] Then Saul said to David, "May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely 
triumph." 
So David went on his way, and Saul returned home. [NIV] 

 

 

 

How does Romans 13:1-6 add to this perspective of believing the best in those that lead us? 

Romans 13:1-6  
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. [2] 
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, 
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. [3] For rulers hold no terror for those 
who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. [4] For he is God's servant to do you 
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's 
servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. [5] Therefore, it is necessary to 
submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of 
conscience.  



[6] This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time 
to governing. [NIV] 

   

 

Is my focus on God or man? 

 

 Keeping our focus on God is important. Whenever we begin to place our trust and focus on the 
spiritual leaders instead of God, we’ll eventually be disappointed. Read Acts 17:11 and notice how 
even the Apostle Paul encouraged people not to blindly follow his leadership. 

  

Acts 17:11  

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message 

with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. [NIV] 

 

 

Have you ever found yourself angry at God for the failings of His servants? 

 

 

Are you helped by your spiritual leaders or dependent upon them?  

 


