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Two Fools and an Accountant 
 

Mark 12:38 – 14:11 
 
  

Setting The Scene:  
 
 

 ● Forcing the Issue: A Recipe for Conflict. 
 
 

 
 

 ● A Quick Fly By: 

 
Understanding The Times And The Terms: 
 
 

   FIVE SHOCKING STATEMENTS 
 
 

 Your pastor is going to hell! 
           Mark 12:38-40/ Matthew 23:13-15/ Proverbs 8:13 

 
 
 
 God can’t count. 
          Mark 12:41-44/ Mark 10:21-25/ Matthew 6:19-21/ Luke 12:16-21/ 1 Samuel 16:7 

  
 
  
  God won’t always ride to the rescue! 

 Mark 13:1-23/ Daniel 1:1-2 & Hebrews 12:5-8/ Acts 14:21-22 & 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

 
 
 
 Your prophesy conferences are a waste of time. 
  Mark 13:24-37/ 1 Timothy 1:5-7/ 1 Peter 1:10-12  

 
 
 
 It’s all about ME! (Jesus that is) 
          Mark 14:1-11/ John 14:6/ Matthew 13:44-46 

 
 
 
 
Taking It Home: 
 

 ►  Jesus moves in as Lord or He doesn’t show up at all.  



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of April 9, 2006 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Was there one point from this week’s sermon that particularly caught your attention, 

challenged you or maybe even confused you more than normal? 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1. What is the “perfect thing” for you to do when it’s raining outside? 

 

 

2.  Have you ever encountered a person or teacher that claimed to know the timetable of Jesus’ return? 

Did you buy in or tune out? How did you respond? 

 

 

 

3.  Of the five shocking statements that Pastor Larry pointed out from the teachings of Jesus, which would 

have shocked you the most if you’d been part of the original crowd listening in? 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

This week our digging deeper section will dial in on just two of the five shocking statements we heard 

about this weekend: “God won’t always ride to the rescue” and “It’s all about me (Jesus).” 

 

1.  The Ark of the Covenant served as a symbol of God’s presence and power to the Israelite nation. With 

time, they began to believe that the Ark would guarantee them victory in battle and that it would cause 

God to ride to the rescue.  What’s surprising about what actually happened in 1 Samuel 4:1-11 & 5:1-7? 

1 Samuel 4:1-11  

And Samuel's word came to all Israel. 
Now the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the 
Philistines at Aphek. [2] The Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel, and as the battle spread, 
Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield. [3] When 
the soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, "Why did the Lord bring defeat upon us today 
before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the Lord's covenant from Shiloh, so that it may go with us 
and save us from the hand of our enemies."  
[4] So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the ark of the covenant of the Lord Almighty, 
who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the 
ark of the covenant of God.  



[5] When the ark of the Lord's covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great shout that the 
ground shook. [6] Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked, "What's all this shouting in the Hebrew 
camp?" 
When they learned that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp, [7] the Philistines were afraid. "A god 
has come into the camp," they said. "We're in trouble! Nothing like this has happened before. [8] Woe to 
us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians 
with all kinds of plagues in the desert. [9] Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be subject to the 
Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and fight!"  
[10] So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The 
slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. [11] The ark of God was captured, and 
Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died. [NIV] 
 
1 Samuel 5:1-7  
After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. [2] Then they 
carried the ark into Dagon's temple and set it beside Dagon. [3] When the people of Ashdod rose early 
the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord! They took 
Dagon and put him back in his place. [4] But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon, 
fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord! His head and hands had been broken off and 
were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. [5] That is why to this day neither the priests of 
Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon's temple at Ashdod step on the threshold.  
[6] The Lord's hand was heavy upon the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought devastation upon 
them and afflicted them with tumors. [7] When the men of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, 
"The ark of the god of Israel must not stay here with us, because his hand is heavy upon us and upon 
Dagon our god." [NIV] 
 

 

Just as the Israelites saw the covenant as their guarantee for victory and success, we too can 

look to religious symbols, rituals or spiritual disciplines as a guarantee of spiritual success. Can 

you think of any modern day examples of this? 

 

 

2.  It sounds egotistical for Jesus to claim that “it’s all about Him” – unless of course He’s actually God! 

That perspective would change everything. Still, our natural tendency is to think that it’s all about us. 

Read the following Psalms and jot down what they have to say about God and us. 

Psalm 8:4-9  

what is man that you are mindful of him, 
the son of man that you care for him?  
[5] You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 
and crowned him with glory and honor. 
[6] You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 
you put everything under his feet:  
[7] all flocks and herds, 
and the beasts of the field,  
[8] the birds of the air, 
and the fish of the sea, 
all that swim the paths of the seas. [NIV] 
[9] O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
Psalm 62:1-2  
For the director of music. For Jeduthun. A psalm of David. 



My soul finds rest in God alone; 
my salvation comes from him.  
[2] He alone is my rock and my salvation; 
he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.  [NIV] 
 
Psalm 62:5-6  

Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; 
my hope comes from him.  
[6] He alone is my rock and my salvation; 
he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. [NIV] 
 
Psalm 62:8  

Trust in him at all times, O people; 
pour out your hearts to him, 
for God is our refuge.  
Selah  [NIV] 
 
Psalm 62:11-12  

One thing God has spoken, 
two things have I heard: 
that you, O God, are strong,  
[12] and that you, O Lord, are loving. 
Surely you will reward each person 
according to what he has done. [NIV] 
 

 

 

3.  There are a number of reasons why someone would be slow or even afraid to go “all in” with Jesus. As 

you read Psalm 73:1-5, what are some roadblocks that could have kept the writer from letting God be 

truly first in his life? 

Psalm 73:1-5  

A psalm of Asaph. 
Surely God is good to Israel, 
to those who are pure in heart. 
[2] But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 
I had nearly lost my foothold.  
[3] For I envied the arrogant 
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
[4] They have no struggles; 
their bodies are healthy and strong.  
[5] They are free from the burdens common to man; 
they are not plagued by human ills. [NIV] 
 
 

How does the writer overcome his potential roadblock in Psalm 73:16 & 17? 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

Can you think of any roadblocks in your own life that keep you from being all about Jesus? 

 



We saw this week in our study that God is strong and loving, but doesn’t always show up the way we 

want Him to.  Are there any situations or issues in your life in which you don’t sense God’s power or love? 


