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The Real Graceland Isn’t In Tennessee 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 

 

GETTING STARTED 

 

  The strange king and his even stranger kingdom.      
 
    What they expected: An earthly kingdom 
        Isaiah 9:6-7/ Luke 1:32-33/ Matthew 2:1-2/ 4:17-25  

 
    What they got: A spiritual kingdom 
        Matthew 5:3 & 10/ 19:14/ 20:20-28/ Luke 17:20-21    

 
 
 

  An odd way to get the word out.  
        Mark 4:10-12 & 33-34 
 

   Parables were stories designed to both  
   hide the truth and reveal the truth! 

 
A KINGDOM OF GRACE 

 

  A Definition: Grace is God’s unmerited favor.      
  
 
 

  The Story Before The Story: 
                Matthew 19:16-30 

  
  
  The Story: 
        Matthew 20:1-16 

 
SOMETHING TO TAKE HOME 

Proverbs 14:30/ 1 Peter 2:1/ 1 Thessalonians 5:18 & 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 

 
  In God’s kingdom, everyone gets more than they deserve. 
 
 
 
 

  No one gets shortchanged. 
 
 
 
 

  Some people get an even better deal. 
 
 
 
 

  Beware of the cancer called envy.                 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of October 1, 2006 

 

QUICK REVIEW  This week we caught a glimpse of the importance that grace plays in the Kingdom of 

God. Was there one point or principle that particularly caught your attention, challenged you or confused 

you more than the others? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  What was one of your favorite grades or ages during your grammar school years and why? 

 

 

2.  Is there a character in the parable from this week’s teaching that you relate to more than the others? 

Who and why? 

 

 

3.  What are some of the ways you’ve seen grace show up in your life?  Explain. 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  This week we saw how the comparison game can cause us to distort and even forget the grace and 

blessings we’ve received from God. As you read Numbers 12:1-16, how might someone today get caught 

up in a “comparison game” or “envy trap” similar to Miriam?   

Numbers 12:1-16 
Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a 
Cushite. [2] "Has the Lord spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken 
through us?" And the Lord heard this. 
[3] (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the 
earth.) 
[4] At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent of Meeting, all three 
of you." So the three of them came out. [5] Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood 
at the entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them stepped 
forward, [6] he said, "Listen to my words: 
"When a prophet of the Lord is among you, 
I reveal myself to him in visions, 
I speak to him in dreams. 
[7] But this is not true of my servant Moses; 
he is faithful in all my house. 
[8] With him I speak face to face, 
clearly and not in riddles; 
he sees the form of the Lord. 



Why then were you not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?" 
[9] The anger of the Lord burned against them, and he left them. 
[10] When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam--leprous, like snow. Aaron 
turned toward her and saw that she had leprosy; [11] and he said to Moses, "Please, my lord, do 
not hold against us the sin we have so foolishly committed. [12] Do not let her be like a stillborn 
infant coming from its mother's womb with its flesh half eaten away." 
[13] So Moses cried out to the Lord, "O God, please heal her!" 
[14] The Lord replied to Moses, "If her father had spit in her face, would she not have been in 
disgrace for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she can be 
brought back." [15] So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people did 
not move on till she was brought back. 
[16] After that, the people left Hazeroth and encamped in the Desert of Paran. [NIV] 
 

 

The comparison game can quickly send us into a downward spiral of negative attitudes and 

actions.  What are some of the specific attitudes or actions that might flow out of being . . . 

 

Envious of someone else’s … 

  

… position, status or authority 

 

…possessions or material blessings 

 

…quantity or quality of personal relationships 

 

Is there one of these you might be more susceptible to than the others? 

 

2.  How do the following verses speak to the comparison game and/or an appreciation of all the grace 

and good things we’ve already received? 

Ecclesiastes 7:21-22 

Do not pay attention to every word people say, 
or you may hear your servant cursing you-- 
[22] for you know in your heart 
that many times you yourself have cursed others. [NIV] 
 
Romans 3:23-24 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. [NIV] 
 
Ephesians 2:4-10 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, [5] made us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. [6] And God raised us up with Christ 
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, [7] in order that in the coming ages he 



might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. [8] For 
it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- [9] 
not by works, so that no one can boast. [10] For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. [NIV] 
 
1 John 1:8-10 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. [10] If we claim we 
have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. [NIV] 

 

 

3. Being able to celebrate and/or appreciate someone else’s accomplishments that overshadow our own 

is a significant indicator of how well we’re avoiding the “envy trap” and understanding the grace we’ve 

already received. How might the following verses help us celebrate the accomplishments of others? 

Proverbs 3:27 
Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 
when it is in your power to act. [NIV] 
 
Proverbs 15:30 
A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, 
and good news gives health to the bones. [NIV] 
 
Galatians 6:9-10 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
[10] Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers. [NIV] 
 
Philippians 2:3 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
[NIV] 

 

Which of these verses or principles is most important for you to remember and why? 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  As a result of this week’s teaching and study, are there any points, statements or verses that you 

particularly want to or need to focus on this week? 

 

  

2.  Is there anything you would like your Growth Group to pray for this week? 

 


