
Tales Of The Kingdom                                                                                            North Coast Church 
  Message #2 October 7-8, 2006                                                                                                    Pastor Chris Brown  

 

Lessons From A Dysfunctional Family 

Luke 15:11-32 

 

 

 

THE STORY: 
Luke 15:11-32 
    

 
 
 

LESSONS ABOUT DAD: 
 
  A loving Dad will let you leave. 
   Luke 15:11-13, Romans 1:21-32, Mark 10:21-22, Judges 16:20, Psalm 81:11-12, 
   Proverbs 1:22-33, Mathew 23:37-39, Acts 7:39-43 

 
 
  Turning to Dad is the only thing that really makes sense. 
   Luke 15:17, Proverbs 12:5, 2 Timothy 1:7, Colossians 2:2-4 

 
 
  The road home starts with an attitude change.  
   Luke 15:12 & 19, 2 Chronicles 30:6-9, James 4:7-10, Mark 14:36, Romans 12:1-2  

 
  The core of rebellion = “give me” 
  The core of brokenness = “make me” 

 
 
  Unconditional love has to be accepted, not earned. 
   Luke 15:22-29, Luke 10:38-42, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 3:16, John 4:10, Titus 3:3-7 

 
 
 
WHERE ARE YOU IN THE FAMILY? 
  

                

Youngest Son Oldest Son 

John 
10:10 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of October 8, 2006 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  This week’s teaching gave us a lot to think about.  Looking back over your notes, 

what did you find most challenging, interesting or helpful from the message? 
 
 

MY STORY 
1.  Which, if any, of the following TV families is most like your family when you were growing up?  

a.  Huxtables (The Cosby Show) 
b.  Bradys (The Brady Bunch) 
c.  Simpsons 
d.  Cleavers (Leave it to Beaver) 
e.  Cartwrights (Bonanza) 
f.  Bunkers (All in the Family) 
g. Ewings (Dallas) 
h.  Waltons 
i.  Camdens (Seventh Heaven) 
j.  Other _______________________   

 

2.  Looking back at the diagram on your sermon notes, where do you place yourself in the family?  Do 
you tend to relate more with the younger brother who was searching for the sweet spot (found in John 
10:10) or the older brother who was working for it? 

Where would you put yourself on that continuum 5-10 years ago? 

Has there been a time in your life where you have experienced a “come to your senses” moment 
about how you were living life apart from God? 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  In this week’s parable, the younger son’s initial request to his dad was, “Give me my share of the 
estate.”  Once he realized his mistake he knew that his next request needed to be, “Make me like one of 
your hired men.”  Chris talked a lot about the difference between “give me” and “make me.”  What does 
each of the following passages teach us about developing the attitude of “make me”? 

Isaiah 64:8 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father. 
We are the clay, you are the potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. [NIV] 
 
Romans 9:18-21 
Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to 
harden.  
[19] One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?" [20] 
But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 'Why 



did you make me like this?' " [21] Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump 
of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? [NIV] 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. [30] For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." [NIV] 
 
John 10:27-30 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. [28] I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. [29] My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. [30] I and the Father are 
one." [NIV] 
 

 
 

 
2.  Even though the younger brother is often labeled as the rebel in this story, the older son was equally 

messed up.  Jesus wanted to make the point that getting lost in our work and service to God can be just 
as damaging as getting lost in the world.  Read the story of Mary and Martha in Luke 10:38-42 and then 
answer the following questions. 

 
Luke 10:38-42  
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha 
opened her home to him. [39] She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to 
what he said. [40] But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came 
to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her 
to help me!"  
[41] "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, [42] but 
only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."  
[NIV] 

 

What are some behaviors and attitudes that might indicate we are on the same path as Martha or 
the older brother from this week’s message?  

 

How do you think serving God can become a distraction from “choosing what is better”?  

 

How can 1 Peter 4:7-11 help us gain a healthy perspective on how we serve, what our focus needs 
to be, and who gets the credit? 

1 Peter 4:7-11  

The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. [8] 
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. [9] Offer hospitality 
to one another without grumbling. [10] Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. [11] If anyone speaks, he should do 
it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God 
provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the 
power for ever and ever. Amen. [NIV] 



 

 

Do you need to sit in His presence more or do you need to start using the gifts God has given you? 

 

 

3.  The irony in this week’s parable was that both sons were searching for the unconditional love that their 
dad had already given them from the very beginning.  How do the following passages help us gain further 
understanding of the same love that has also been given to us? 

Romans 8:35-39 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword? [36] As it is written: 
 
"For your sake we face death all day long; 
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 
 
[37] No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. [38] For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, [39] neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. [NIV] 
  
Ephesians 3:16-19 
 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, [17] so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, [18] may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, [19] and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. [NIV] 
  
1 John 3:1 

 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. [NIV] 
 
1 John 4:9-11 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. [10] This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. [11] Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. [NIV]  

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

Which “Lessons about Dad” or point from this week’s teaching or study is the best reminder or insight for 
you to apply? 

 


