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Which Side Of The Road Will You Choose? 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

 

TRAVELING THE ROAD: (verses 29-32) 
Luke 14:15-24, Matthew 9:35-38, Matthew 5:43-48, Matthew 18:21-22 

  

A strange question to ask God:  
How little can I love other people and still be okay with God?  

 
A sad reality:  

It is not difficult to find wounded people. 
  
Dodging the need: 

A good excuse can lead to a wrong response. 
 
 

 

ROAD RULES: (verses 33-35) 
Proverbs 26:17, Isaiah 1:13-17, Jeremiah 22:16, James 1:27, James 2:14-17  

 

Not every need has your name on it. 
 
How do we love our neighbors? 

1. It goes beyond good intentions. 
2. It will impact our schedules. 
3. It will cost us some money. 
4. Don't do it alone. 

   
 

 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION: (verses 36-37) 
Matthew 25:31-46, 1 John 3:16-18, Isaiah 58:10-12 

  
Jesus wants this kind of love to be ordinary, not exceptional. 

 
Religious Scholar: 
Robbers: 
Priest and Levite: 
Innkeeper: 
Samaritan: 

 
Jesus is not looking for just one good Samaritan. 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of November 5, 2006 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  This week’s teaching challenged us to look at “which side of the road” we will 

choose.  Looking back over your notes, what did you find most challenging, interesting or helpful from the 
message? 
 
 

MY STORY 
1.  Can you think of a time where you saw someone else’s need and you either stepped out of your 
comfort zone to meet that need or you played it cautious and held back?  How did you feel before and 
after either response? 

 

What are some of the reasons we can use for not “crossing the road?” 
 

 

2.  Imagine that you could look into tomorrow and see that you were going to meet someone who had a 
significant need.  What kind of need would you most like to meet?   In other words, what resources (if 
any) or help would you most enjoy sharing with others? 
 

What needs or issues do you feel least equipped to help others with? 
 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  Jesse pointed out the sad reality that it’s not hard to find wounded people in our daily lives.  His 
message encouraged us to be ready to respond to those people but also made it clear that “not every 
need has your name on it.”   How can each of the following verses help shape your response to the 
needs around you? 

Proverbs 22:3  
A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, 
but the simple keep going and suffer for it. [NIV] 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:10-13  
For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat."  
[11] We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. [12] Such people 
we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. [13] And as 
for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. [NIV] 
 
Matthew 6:1-4  
"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have 
no reward from your Father in heaven.  



[2] "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward 
in full. [3] But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, [4] 
so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
[NIV] 
 
Proverbs 28:27  
He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, 
but he who closes his eyes to them receives many curses. [NIV] 

 
 
How do you evaluate if a need has your name on it? 
 
 
What boundaries or guidelines do you generally follow when it comes to helping others in need?    
 
 
Is it unloving for us to let someone experience the consequences of their own sin?  Check out 
Hebrews 12:4-11 for further insight. 
 
Hebrews 12:4-11  
In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. [5] And 
you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: 
"My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, 
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,  
[6] because the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 
[7] Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his 
father? [8] If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate 
children and not true sons. [9] Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we 
respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! [10] 
Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, 
that we may share in his holiness. [11] No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later 
on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by 
it. [NIV] 
 
 

 
 
2.  Jesus was a master at meeting both the physical and spiritual needs of the people he came into 
contact with.  Read Matthew 9:1-8 and see how Jesus met this man’s needs on both levels.  Now think 
about someone in your own life who has physical and/or spiritual needs and answer the following 
questions:   
 
Matthew 9:1-8  
Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. [2] Some men brought to him a 
paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins 
are forgiven."  
[3] At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This fellow is blaspheming!"  
[4] Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? [5] Which is 
easier: to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up and walk'? [6] But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . ." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your 
mat and go home." [7] And the man got up and went home. [8] When the crowd saw this, they were filled 
with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men. [NIV] 
 

 



 
 
 
What difference did the paralytic’s friends make?   
 

 
What was the paralytic’s greatest need? 
 
 
What perspective does Isaiah 59:2 and Romans 6:23 give you on our greatest need? 
 
Isaiah 59:2  

But your iniquities have separated 
you from your God; 
your sins have hidden his face from you, 
so that he will not hear. [NIV] 
 
Romans 6:23  

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. [NIV] 
 
 
 
What message did the physical healing of the paralytic send? 
 
 
 
How can our good works help God’s reputation?  

 

 

3.  Jesus boiled down our assignment on earth to its simplest form – love God and love others (Matthew 
22:37-40).  How do each of the following verses help motivate you to get beyond good intentions and 
practically love those around you?  

Matthew 22:37-40  
Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 
[38] This is the first and greatest commandment. [39] And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.' [40] All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." [NIV] 
 
James 1:27  

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in 
their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. [NIV] 
 
James 2:14-18  

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 
[15] Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. [16] If one of you says to him, "Go, I 
wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? [17] 
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  
[18] But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." 
Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. [NIV] 
 
1 John 3:16-18  

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers. [17] If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 



pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? [18] Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue 
but with actions and in truth. [NIV] 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  What step can you take toward making the service of others an ordinary part of your daily lifestyle and 
mindset? 

 

 

2.  Does anyone come to mind when you ask yourself this question, “Who could use my help this week?”  
What could you do to specifically help that person? 

 


