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Does Everything Happen For A Reason? 
Romans 8:28 

 
 

WHEN BAD STUFF HAPPENS: 
 

   The Good News: Everything happens for a reason. 
 

   The Bad News: It’s not always the reason we hoped for! 

 
ALWAYS READ THE LARGE PRINT! 

 Romans 8:28/ John 14:15/ Romans 1:6-7; 1 Timothy 6:12-14 & 2 Timothy 1:9 
 

   The Promise:  

   It says, “In all things God works for good” – NOT “all things are good!” 
 

    Two “Large Print” Conditions:  
 

                                    If we love God AND if we’re part of God’s family. 

 
TWO REASONS WHY 

A BAD THING MIGHT BE A GOOD THING 
 Genesis 50:20/ 2 Corinthians 1:3-6/ Hebrews 12:5-12 
 
 

    If God has something better in mind. 
 

    If it’s a necessary step toward a greater good. 

 
FOUR REASONS WHY  

A BAD THING MIGHT BE A BAD THING 
 
 

    We live in a fallen world. 
          Genesis 1-4:8/ 1 Peter 4:12/ Hebrews 9:27 & 1 Corinthians 15:21 & 26/ Isaiah 5:20 

 
 
    If we’ve ignored God’s warnings. 
          Romans 6:23/ Proverbs 1:23-33/ Deuteronomy 28:1-2 & 15 

 
 
    If we’ve made foolish decisions. 
                 Proverbs 19:2-3/ Proverbs 22:3 

 
 
    If we’re caught in the backwash. 
                 Daniel 1:1-6/ Job/ 1 Peter 4:19 
 

 
 

SOMETHING TO HOLD ON TO 

 1 Corinthians 15:19/ 1 Peter 5:6-10/ Romans 8:35-39 
 
 
 

  ●  A promise called “heaven.” 
 

 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of May 21, 2006 

 

QUICK REVIEW 

Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what did you find most challenging, helpful, 

interesting or troubling? If you could have asked Pastor Larry a question during the message, what would 

you have asked him? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  Can you remember a time where God was working for the good in your life even though you couldn’t 

see it at the time? 

 

 

2.  If someone were to ask you, “Why do bad things happen to good people?”  How would you answer 

based on both this week’s teaching and/or your own experience? 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  We explored a number of reasons why “bad stuff” happens. Saul and Ezra are two people who 

experienced the consequences of ignoring God’s warnings and making foolish decisions.  Read 1 Samuel 

15:13-26 and then Ezra 9:5-7; 10-11 and jot down a few notes contrasting how these men dealt with both 

their mistakes and the consequences of those errors.   

1 Samuel 15:13-26  
When Samuel reached him, Saul said, "The Lord bless you! I have carried out the Lord's instructions."  
[14] But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I 
hear?"  
[15] Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep 
and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but we totally destroyed the rest."  
[16] "Stop!" Samuel said to Saul. "Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night." 
"Tell me," Saul replied.  
[17] Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the 
tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. [18] And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go 
and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped 
them out.' [19] Why did you not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the 
eyes of the Lord?"  
[20] "But I did obey the Lord," Saul said. "I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely 
destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. [21] The soldiers took sheep and cattle from 
the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at 
Gilgal."  
[22] But Samuel replied: 
"Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 



To obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  
[23] For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 
and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 
he has rejected you as king."   
[24] Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated the Lord's command and your instructions. I was 
afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. [25] Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, 
so that I may worship the Lord."  
[26] But Samuel said to him, "I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the Lord, and the 
Lord has rejected you as king over Israel!"  [NIV] 
 
Ezra 9:5-7  
Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my 
knees with my hands spread out to the Lord my God [6] and prayed: 
"O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, my God, because our sins are 
higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens. [7] From the days of our forefathers until 
now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins, we and our kings and our priests have been subjected 
to the sword and captivity, to pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today. [NIV] 
 
Ezra 9:10-11  
"But now, O our God, what can we say after this? For we have disregarded the commands [11] you gave 
through your servants the prophets when you said: 'The land you are entering to possess is a land 
polluted by the corruption of its peoples. By their detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity 
from one end to the other. [NIV] 
 

 

Even though we know that God loves and cares for us, most of us still have a tendency to deny our 

mistakes or to blame others.  Why do you think that is? 

 

 

When bad stuff happens as a result of our actions it can be tough to admit our part of the problem.  

Can you think of anything that would help you own up to your mistakes like Ezra did?    

 

 

2.  We learned this week that God may have something “better in mind” even when we are experiencing 

“tough stuff.”  Read the story of Naaman in 2 Kings 5:1-3 & 9-15; what good came out of Naaman’s 

challenge?  What did it take on Naaman’s part to see and experience this good? 

2 Kings 5:1-3  
Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his 
master and highly regarded, because through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant 
soldier, but he had leprosy.  
[2] Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served 
Naaman's wife. [3] She said to her mistress, "If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! 
He would cure him of his leprosy." [NIV] 
 
2 Kings 5:9-15  



So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha's house. [10] Elisha sent 
a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored 
and you will be cleansed."  
[11] But Naaman went away angry and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand 
and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. [12] 
Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I 
wash in them and be cleansed?" So he turned and went off in a rage.  
[13] Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great 
thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'!" 
[14] So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and 
his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.  
[15] Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him and said, 
"Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your 
servant." [NIV] 

 

God doesn't always take away our challenges or difficulties as He did with Naaman.  How can good 

come out of the difficulties that God hasn’t taken away? 

 

 

3.  There are some tough situations or circumstances God may never remove from our lives.  How do the 

verses below help us hang on and trust God in the midst of the “tough stuff” or hard times? 

Matthew 5:11-12  

"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. [12] Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. [NIV] 
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-18  
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 
renewed day by day. [17] For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all. [18] So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. [NIV] 
 
Hebrews 12:10-11  
Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that 
we may share in his holiness. [11] No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. [NIV] 
 
Isaiah 43:1-3  

But now, this is what the Lord says-- 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 
"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have summoned you by name; you are mine.  
[2] When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; 
the flames will not set you ablaze.  
[3] For I am the Lord, your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 



I give Egypt for your ransom, 
Cush and Seba in your stead. [NIV] 
 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  As a result of this week’s teaching and study, how has your understanding of why bad stuff happens 

been affirmed, changed or expanded?    

 

 

 

 

2. Revelation 21:4 says that in heaven God will “wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  How can His promise 

help you face trials this week?   

 


