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Does A Godly Home Guarantee  

Godly Kids? 

Proverbs 22:6 

 

WHERE’D WE GET  

THAT IDEA?           

 Proverbs 22:6 
 
 

 What We Think It Says:   
     If we raise a child correctly, he will come back to God eventually. 
 

 What It Actually Says:    
     If we raise a child according to his bent, he won’t turn away. 
 

 The Forgotten Distinction:   

          This is a proverb, not a promise!  

 
WHY THIS IS SUCH A  

DEVASTATING MYTH: 
 

 

  It produces needless guilt, foolish pride, and a false sense of hope. 

 
WHAT THE BIBLE  

ACTUALLY SAYS: 

 Genesis 1-3/ Ezekiel 18:1-32/ Proverbs 21:30-31 
 
 

  Rebellion happens even in the best of environments. 
 

  Everyone is responsible for their own actions. 
 
  We can have lots of influence – we don’t have any power. 

 
INCREASING YOUR ODDS  

OF SUCCESS 
 

 

  To make it easier for your kids to know God. . . 
 
 

   Work on having a great marriage. 
 
 

   Model what you hope to get. 
  
 

   Adapt to their unique bent and world. 
 
  To make it harder for your kids to know God. . . 
                Ephesians 6:4 & Colossians 3:21/ Ecclesiastes 7:16-18/ 1 Samuel 2:22-25 & 3:12-13              
   

   Be unreasonably strict. 
 

   Embarrass them with your religious zeal. 
 

   Defend them – even when they’re wrong. 
 

   Be a hypocrite – even a secret hypocrite.  



Food for Thought  
For the week of June 4, 2006 

Questions and Scriptures for further study 
 
Note to those who aren’t in a parenting role:  These questions are written in the context of parenting, but many of the answers 
also apply to other significant relationships. Answer them in light of any role of leadership or responsibility you may have -  or 
counsel you may need to offer. 
 

1.  It is no secret that we tend to get what we model. Here are some verses that speak of the things we’d 
all like to find in the next generation – but need to be modeled on a consistent basis in our own life first. 
List out the traits in your own words. 
  
Psalm 119:15-16  

I meditate on your precepts 
and consider your ways.  
[16] I delight in your decrees; 
I will not neglect your word. [NIV] 
 
Romans 12:12  

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. [NIV] 
 
Romans 12:14  
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. [NIV] 
 
Romans 12:17  

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. [NIV] 
 
Romans 12:21  

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. [NIV] 
 
Colossians 3:13  

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. [NIV] 
 
Philippians 2:3-4  

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. [4] Each of 
you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. [NIV] 

 
 
 
So how are you doing with these? Any areas need particular work? 
 
 

 

2.  We’ve all experienced the power and impact of words for good and bad.  What do the following verses 
teach us about the power of our words in the context of parenting? 

James 3:3-5  
When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. [4] Or 
take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a 
very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. [5] Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it 
makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. [NIV] 
 
Proverbs 15:23  

A man finds joy in giving an apt reply-- 
and how good is a timely word!  [NIV] 
 
 



Proverbs 15:30  

A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, 
and good news gives health to the bones. [NIV] 
 
Proverbs 3:27  

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 
when it is in your power to act. [NIV]  
 
 
 
 
How have you affirmed or shown appreciation in the past couple months?  Is there anything you need to or 
should do anytime soon? 

 
 
 
 
3.  For those of us who are married, our relationship with our spouse has a huge impact upon our 
children. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 and make a list of how it describes the actions of love.  Then go 
back and rate the way you are relating to your spouse on a scale of 1 to 10.  Do the same in regard to 
your relationships with your children and any other significant relationships. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. [2] If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] If I give all I possess to the 
poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  
[4] Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. [5] It is not rude, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. [6] Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. [7] It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  
[8] Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will 
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. [9] For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 
[10] but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. [11] When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. [12] 
Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  
[13] And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. [NIV] 


