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Do Dead People Go To  

A Better Place? 

John 14:6 

 

WHAT MOST  

PEOPLE BELIEVE:           
 

  Dead people go to a better place because. . .  
 

    God grades on a curve. 
 
 

   As long as we’re sincere, any spiritual path works. 
 

 
 

   A God of love wouldn’t send anyone to hell. 
 

 

   Only an ignorant bigot thinks Jesus is the only way. 

 
WHAT THE BIBLE  

ACTUALLY SAYS: 
 
 

  There is a real place called hell. 
         Matthew 10:28 & Mark 9:42-45/ 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10/ Revelation 20:11-15/ Hebrews 10:26-27 

 
 

  It was made for Satan and his angels. 
                 Matthew 25:41/ Revelation 20:10 

 
 
  God doesn’t grade on a curve. 
                 Isaiah 64:6/ Romans 3:23 & 6:23/ John 1:12-13 & 1 John 2:3-5 

 
 
  Jesus is the only ticket to heaven. 
                 John 14:6/ Galatians 2:21  

 
HOW SHOULD WE  

THEN LIVE? 
 

 

  Trust God with your “Yeah, but what about…” questions. 
        Hebrews 11:6/ Deuteronomy 29:29 & Isaiah 55:8-9 

 
 
  Tell people the good news about Jesus. 
                Matthew 28:18-20/ 1 Peter 3:15 

 
 
  Be winsome – not combative. 
                2 Timothy 2:24-26 

 
 
  Remove every obstacle you can. 
       1 Corinthians 9:19-23 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of June 25, 2006 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 

1.  This week we looked at the often unmentionable and uncomfortable doctrine of hell.  Even though we might be 

uncomfortable with the topic, or even confused as to why it would be so, it’s important we take a look at what Jesus 

and the Bible actually say. How does the Bible describe the reality of hell in each of the following verses? 

Isaiah 33:14  

The sinners in Zion are terrified; 
trembling grips the godless: 
"Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire? 
Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning?" [NIV] 
 
Matthew 13:42  
They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. [NIV] 
 
Matthew 25:41  

"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. [NIV] 
 
Matthew 25:46  

"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." [NIV] 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:9-10  

They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of 
his power [10] on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have 
believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. [NIV] 
 
Revelation 14:9-12  

A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his 
mark on the forehead or on the hand, [10] he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full 
strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of 
the Lamb. [11] And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who 
worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name." [12] This calls for patient 
endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. [NIV] 
 

 

 

2.   Because of the severity of biblical descriptions of hell, it’s no surprise that it causes some people to question how 

this fits in with a God of love. How do the following verses speak to God’s desires and the extent of His love for all of 

us? 

 John 3:16-17  

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. [17] For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. [NIV] 
 
Romans 5:6-8  

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. [7] Very rarely will anyone 
die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. [8] But God demonstrates his 
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. [NIV] 
 
Ephesians 2:4-9  



But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, [5] made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. [6] And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, [7] in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. [8] For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- [9] not by works, so that no one can boast. [NIV] 
 
2 Peter 3:9  

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. [NIV] 
 
1 John 4:9  

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him. [NIV] 
 

 

 

 

3.   What security and/or motivation do the following scriptures give followers of Christ in light of this week’s teaching? 

 
Matthew 16:18  
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
[NIV] 
 
Romans 8:38-39  
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any 
powers, [39] neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. [NIV] 
 
Jude 1:22-23  

Be merciful to those who doubt; [23] snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show mercy, mixed with 
fear--hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. [NIV] 
 

 

 

4.  Are there any action points you sense God is calling you to take from the “How Should We Then Live” section of 

this weekend’s teaching? 

 

 


