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Knowing God:

If you want to know who really knows God, just ask these two simple but powerful questions.

1 John 2:3-11
THE PASSAGE:

 1 John 2:3-11

TWO POWERFUL QUESTIONS: 


( The Obedience question: Am I obeying His commands?

                1 John 2:3-6/ Titus 1:16/ Hebrews 10:26-27/ Ezekiel 18:24



( Those who know God obey even when it’s inconvenient.

                               Proverbs 3:5-8 & 16:25/ Hebrews 11:6



( Those who know God obey even when it doesn’t make sense.
                               Isaiah 55:8-9/ Hebrews 11:8-19 (Abraham)/ Romans 12:1-2
 


( Those who know God obey even when it brings temporary pain.
                               Hebrews 5:7-8/ Hebrews 11:24-27 (Moses)/ 2 Timothy 3:12

( The Love question: Is there a brother I won’t forgive?

                1 John 2:9-11/ Luke 9:51-56 & Mark 3:17/ Matthew 18:21-35/ 1 Corinthians 13:1-8


( Those who know God trust Him to bring about justice.

                          Romans 12:17-21/ 2 Timothy 4:14-16


( Those who hold onto a grudge – just don’t get it!
                          Colossians 3:13




( They’re blind to how much they’ve been forgiven.




( They’re blind to the high cost of bitterness.




( They’re blind to what God wants.
Growth Group Homework

For the week of January 14, 2007
Quick Review:  Looking back over your sermon notes from Knowing God, which particular point or passage of Scripture most challenged, confused, or caught your attention regarding this weekend’s sermon?

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
1. If you could develop a new skill, hobby, or habit in the next six months, what would it be and why?

2. Has your view of obedience changed from when you were a child to now? If so, explain how and what has contributed to that change.
Digging Deeper
This weekend Larry looked at two questions dealing with obedience and love. This week’s homework will focus mainly on the first of those questions, “Am I obeying his commands?”

1. Joseph’s experience after he discovered his fiancée Mary was pregnant is a good example of the obedience Larry spoke about this past weekend. After reading Matthew 1:18-25, list some of the possible ways that Joseph’s obedience in marrying Mary was inconvenient, didn’t make sense, or brought temporary pain.
Matthew 1:18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. [19] Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

[20] But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. [21] She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 

[22] All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: [23] "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." 

[24] When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. [25] But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. [NIV]
Have you experienced a time in your spiritual journey when you obeyed God even when it was either inconvenient, didn’t make sense, or brought temporary pain (or all three)? If so, can you think of one significant thing you learned about yourself or God through the process?

2. The Apostle Paul was a man who lived a life of obedience even when it was challenging and difficult. In 2 Corinthians 11:23-29, Paul lists some of the things he had to endure in order to carry out the ministry God entrusted to him. 

2 Corinthians 11:23-29 

Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. [24] Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. [25] Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, [26] I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. [27] I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. [28] Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. [29] Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? [NIV]
What do you think motivated Paul to willingly go through so much to be obedient?
How does 2 Corinthians 4:13-18 help explain what motivated Paul?

2 Corinthians 4:13-18 

It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, [14] because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. [15] All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 

[16] Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. [17] For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. [18] So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. [NIV]
What is most helpful in this passage for motivating you towards obedience?
3. The story of King Saul is the story of a man who repeatedly failed to obey God completely. One such incident is recorded in 1 Samuel 13:5-14. After reading it, answer the following questions:

1 Samuel 13:5-14 

The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Micmash, east of Beth Aven. [6] When the men of Israel saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. [7] Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead.

Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. [8] He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul's men began to scatter. [9] So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings." And Saul offered up the burnt offering. [10] Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him. 

[11] "What have you done?" asked Samuel.

Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, [12] I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering." 

[13] "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. [14] But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the Lord's command." [NIV]
What do you think could have been going through Saul’s mind while he waited for Samuel?

What excuses did Saul use to rationalize his actions?

What are some other excuses/rationalizations people come up with for not completely obeying what God wants?

Like Saul, most people struggle at times with selective obedience (picking and choosing what they’ll obey). Are there any roadblocks that might hinder or keep you from moving away from selective obedience? If so, what are they?

Taking it Home

1. In 1 John 2:6 it says, “Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.” Can you think of something from Jesus’ life or from this weekend’s sermon that could serve as an example you would like to follow?

2. How would you complete the following statements? 

Forgiveness can be a challenge when ...

Obedience can be a challenge when…

