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LOVING GOD: 

If you want to know if someone really loves God, just ask this simple question. 
 
UNDERSTANDING THE PASSAGE: 
 1 John 2:15, John 3:16, 1 John 5:19, James 4:4 
 

 Did you know there are actually two worlds?  
 
 

 
THE PRIORITY QUESTION:  
1 John 2:15-17, Matthew 6:19-24  
 
 

 

 What am I chasing after? 
 
 

THREE CHOICES THAT SHOW MY REAL PRIORITY:  
1 John 2:16, James 1:13-16, Matthew 6:33, Philippians 2:3, 1 Corinthians 10:13  

 
 

  Do I choose the lust of the flesh or self-control? 

 
 
  Do I choose the lust of the eyes or contentment? 
 
 
  Do I choose the pride of life or humility? 
 

 
 
TWO DIFFERENT RESPONSES: 
1 John 2:17, Matthew 4:1-11, Matthew 19:16-26, Philippians 3:8-21 

 
  A Worldly Response: prestige, status, and comfort. 
 
 
 
  An Eternal Response: God’s agenda and people. 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of January 21, 2007 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Take a look at your sermon notes from this week.   Was there a point in the 

sermon or a verse that Chris read that you really took to heart?  Was there anything else that 

challenged you or caught your attention? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1. The advertising industry spends billions of dollars each year trying to convince you that you 

need their products.  Can you think of any ads or products (past or present) that really made 

you want something?   Did you end up buying it?  Did the purchase live up to its promise?  

 

 

 

2. Looking back over the last couple weeks, what are a few things that competed for your time, 

attention, or resources?  Now list at least three things that you would most like to pursue on a 

regular basis. 

 

 

Is there anything in this week’s sermon or homework that could help you keep your focus 

on the things that matter most? 

 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  This week’s message shed some light on the epic battle that tempts us to love the things of 

this world more than God.  When we find ourselves yielding to temptation, it is often the last 

step in a series of bad choices. Adam and Eve give us some insight into the process of 

temptation. Read Genesis 3:1-13 and identify both the strategy of the serpent and the steps that 

led to their sin. 

Genesis 3:1-13  

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the 

woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  

[2] The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, [3] but God did say, 

'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you 

will die.' "  



[4] "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. [5] "For God knows that when you eat of it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  

[6] When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it. [7] Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were 

naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.  

[8] Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. [9] But the Lord God 

called to the man, "Where are you?"  

[10] He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid."  

[11] And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 

you not to eat from?"  

[12] The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it."  

[13] Then the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" 

The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." [NIV] 

 

 

What lessons can we learn from their experience about how temptation works in our own 

lives and how we can respond to God when we have blown it? 

 

 

How can God’s promises in 1 Corinthians 10:13 help you stand strong in the midst of 

temptation?  

1 Corinthians 10:13  

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let 

you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way 

out so that you can stand up under it. [NIV] 

 

 

2. Pastor Chris encouraged us to make God’s agenda for our lives a first priority.  How do the 

following verses help you understand what’s on God’s heart and motivate you to continue 

pursuing those things?  

Matthew 22:37-40  

Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.' [38] This is the first and greatest commandment. [39] And the second is like it: 'Love your 

neighbor as yourself.' [40] All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." [NIV] 

Matthew 28:18-20  



Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

[19] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  [NIV] 

Philippians 2:1-5  

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 

fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, [2] then make my joy complete by 

being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. [3] Do nothing out of 

selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. [4] Each of 

you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

[5] Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: [NIV] 

1 Peter 4:7-11  

The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. [8] 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. [9] Offer hospitality 

to one another without grumbling. [10] Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 

others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. [11] If anyone speaks, he should do 

it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God 

provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the 

power for ever and ever. Amen. [NIV] 

 

Which of these verses caught your attention most and why? 

 

 

3. This weekend we heard about how a rich young man’s choices kept him from following 

Jesus.  1 Chronicles 21:1-8 gives us a glimpse into the heart of King David and reveals how 

pride got in the way of his relationship with God.  What do you think motivated David to “sin 

greatly” by counting his fighting men?   

1 Chronicles 21:1-8  

Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel. [2] So David said to Joab and 

the commanders of the troops, "Go and count the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. Then report back to 

me so that I may know how many there are."  

[3] But Joab replied, "May the Lord multiply his troops a hundred times over. My lord the king, are they not 

all my lord's subjects? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should he bring guilt on Israel?"  

[4] The king's word, however, overruled Joab; so Joab left and went throughout Israel and then came 

back to Jerusalem. [5] Joab reported the number of the fighting men to David: In all Israel there were one 

million one hundred thousand men who could handle a sword, including four hundred and seventy 

thousand in Judah.  

[6] But Joab did not include Levi and Benjamin in the numbering, because the king's command was 

repulsive to him. [7] This command was also evil in the sight of God; so he punished Israel.  

[8] Then David said to God, "I have sinned greatly by doing this. Now, I beg you, take away the guilt of 

your servant. I have done a very foolish thing." [NIV] 



 

David’s pride was revealed in his need to count the men.  What do you “count” in your life 

that could be a source of pride?  (wealth, status, power,  looks, ability, etc…) 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1. It’s good for us to remember that God wants us to have self-control in the way we deal with 

our needs and desires. 2 Peter 1:3-9 encourages us to add self-control to knowledge and then 

add perseverance to self-control.   

2 Peter 1:3-9  

His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him 

who called us by his own glory and goodness. [4] Through these he has given us his very great and 

precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the 

corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

[5] For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; [6] 

and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; [7] and 

to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. [8] For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. [9] But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten 

that he has been cleansed from his past sins. [NIV] 

 

Knowledge – Knowing what tempts you is a first step in avoiding sin.  Can you think of a 

few things or situations that set you up to sin or choose the wrong priorities? 

 

Self-control – Our ability to say “no” to what we want is one of the most important things 

about us.  How could you grow your ability to stand strong in the face of any temptations 

you listed above? 

 
Perseverance – Having self-control over the long haul is greatly improved by taking 
others on your journey.  Is there any way your group or an individual in your group could 
help you say “no”  to the “cravings or wrong desires” we often face? 

 


