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Rhinestone Christianity: 

Things aren’t always as they appear – Here are two more simple questions designed to 
reveal who’s for real and who’s just pretending to know God. 1 John 2:18-29 

 
THE PASSAGE: Beware, the Antichrist may have moved into a neighborhood near 
yours! 
 1 John 2:18-29 

 
 
 

  Three Things To Watch Out For:  
  The Telltale Signs of a Modern Day Spiritual Deceiver 
   1 John 2:22-27/ 1 Timothy 1:6-7 & 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 & 13-15/ Galatians 1:8-9 
 

       A special spiritual guru 
 

    New and novel teachings  
 

    A different Jesus 

 
TWO SIMPLE QUESTIONS: 
 

 

  The Perseverance question: Did they stick it out or bail out? 
                1 John 2:19/ Hebrews 10:35-39/ Matthew 13:1-23 

 
   Good starts don’t guarantee happy endings. 
 

   Don’t judge too quickly: Detours don’t always mean a departure.  
 

   So why do some of us bail out?  
        1 John 2:19/ 1 Corinthians 10:13 & 1 Peter 1:6-7/ Matthew 13:1-23/ Hebrews 10:24-25 
 

 

     Never had it in the first place – Cultural Christianity 
 

     Disillusioned by trials  
 

     Seduced by worldly treasures 
 

     Arrogance – I don’t need it 
 
 
  The Jesus question: Is Jesus “THE” Messiah or “A” messiah? 
                1 John 2:22-26/ Hebrews 1:3 & Colossians 2:9/ John 14:6-9/ Galatians 2:21 & 1 Timothy 2:5-6 

 
   If Jesus isn’t God, He’s not a great teacher either.   
                 He’s a fraud! 
 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of January 28, 2007 

 

This week we looked at the topic of Rhinestone Christianity and two questions to help reveal who’s for 

real and who’s just pretending to know God.  Was there any point, comment or verse that particularly 

challenged, confused or caught your attention?   

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  Have you ever been surprised to see someone take a major detour or even “bail out” on God when it 

seemed they were so solidly grounded in their commitment to Jesus?  Have you ever found yourself in a 

similar situation? 

 

 

2.  How would you want someone to respond to you, if they saw you headed on a major spiritual detour? 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  Perseverance is the “stick-to-it” quality we all want to have when there’s a commitment or task to be 

accomplished. Jonathan, the son of King Saul, and close friend of David (who killed Goliath) gave us a 

great example of perseverance in his commitment to God.  His distractions were significant as he came 

from a royal family of wealth, stature and high dysfunction.  Jonathan also had exceptional personal 

strength and leadership ability which also could have been a distraction. As you read the following 

excerpts from his story, write down how his accomplishments and/or challenges could have been a 

rationale to “bail out” on God.  

 1 Samuel 14:6-14  

Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, "Come, let's go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised 

fellows. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, whether by 

many or by few."  

[7] "Do all that you have in mind," his armor-bearer said. "Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul."  

[8] Jonathan said, "Come, then; we will cross over toward the men and let them see us. [9] If they say to 

us, 'Wait there until we come to you,' we will stay where we are and not go up to them. [10] But if they 

say, 'Come up to us,' we will climb up, because that will be our sign that the Lord has given them into our 

hands."  

[11] So both of them showed themselves to the Philistine outpost. "Look!" said the Philistines. "The 

Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they were hiding in." [12] The men of the outpost shouted to 

Jonathan and his armor-bearer, "Come up to us and we'll teach you a lesson." 



So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, "Climb up after me; the Lord has given them into the hand of 

Israel."  

[13] Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer right behind him. The 

Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer followed and killed behind him. [14] In that first 

attack Jonathan and his armor-bearer killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre. [NIV] 

1 Samuel 20:1-3  

Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, "What have I done? What is my 

crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to take my life?"  

[2] "Never!" Jonathan replied. "You are not going to die! Look, my father doesn't do anything, great or 

small, without confiding in me. Why would he hide this from me? It's not so!"  

[3] But David took an oath and said, "Your father knows very well that I have found favor in your eyes, 

and he has said to himself, 'Jonathan must not know this or he will be grieved.' Yet as surely as the Lord 

lives and as you live, there is only a step between me and death." [NIV] 

1 Samuel 20:24-33  

So David hid in the field, and when the New Moon festival came, the king sat down to eat. [25] He sat in 

his customary place by the wall, opposite Jonathan, and Abner sat next to Saul, but David's place was 

empty. [26] Saul said nothing that day, for he thought, "Something must have happened to David to make 

him ceremonially unclean--surely he is unclean." [27] But the next day, the second day of the month, 

David's place was empty again. Then Saul said to his son Jonathan, "Why hasn't the son of Jesse come 

to the meal, either yesterday or today?"  

[28] Jonathan answered, "David earnestly asked me for permission to go to Bethlehem. [29] He said, 'Let 

me go, because our family is observing a sacrifice in the town and my brother has ordered me to be 

there. If I have found favor in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.' That is why he has not 

come to the king's table."  

[30] Saul's anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, "You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! 

Don't I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the 

mother who bore you? [31] As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom 

will be established. Now send and bring him to me, for he must die!"  

[32] "Why should he be put to death? What has he done?" Jonathan asked his father. [33] But Saul hurled 

his spear at him to kill him. Then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David. [NIV] 

1 Samuel 31:1-3  

Now the Philistines fought against Israel; the Israelites fled before them, and many fell slain on Mount 

Gilboa. [2] The Philistines pressed hard after Saul and his sons, and they killed his sons Jonathan, 

Abinadab and Malki-Shua. [3] The fighting grew fierce around Saul, and when the archers overtook him, 

they wounded him critically. [NIV] 

 

  

Which of these would be the biggest distraction to you and why? 

 

 



2.  This weekend we heard how important it is to follow the biblical Jesus that proclaims Him as God.  

Knowing Jesus is equally important to the new Christian and the longtime follower of Jesus.  The 

challenge for the new Christian is to gain more familiarity.  In contrast, the challenge for the longtime 

follower is to not allow familiarity to quench their appreciation of what Jesus has done and their pursuit of 

Him.  What do the following verses tell you about who Jesus is or what He has done for us? 

Matthew 24:27-30  

For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. [28] Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.  

[29] "Immediately after the distress of those days 

" 'the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from the sky, 

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' 

[30] "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will 

mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. [NIV] 

John 3:17  

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

[NIV] 

Acts 17:30-31  

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. [31] 

For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given 

proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."  [NIV] 

Hebrews 4:15  

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who 

has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. [NIV] 

1 John 3:4-5  

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. [5] But you know that he appeared so that 

he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. [NIV] 

 

 

3.  How could the following verses in Isaiah 40 help us keep or build a perspective of perseverance in 

following Jesus? 

Isaiah 40:3-5  
A voice of one calling: 
"In the desert prepare 
the way for the Lord; 
make straight in the wilderness 
a highway for our God.  
[4] Every valley shall be raised up, 



every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
the rugged places a plain.  
[5] And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
and all mankind together will see it.  
For the mouth of the Lord  
has spoken."  [NIV] 
 
Isaiah 40:21-23  
Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
Have you not understood since the earth was founded?  
[22] He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, 
and its people are like grasshoppers. 
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, 
and spreads them out like a tent to live in.  
[23] He brings princes to naught 
and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. [NIV] 
 
Isaiah 40:28-31  
Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
and his understanding no one can fathom.  
[29] He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak.  
[30] Even youths grow tired and weary, 
and young men stumble and fall;  
[31] but those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, 
they will walk and not be faint. [NIV] 
 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  As result of this week’s teaching and study, what was most helpful to you regarding spiritual 

perseverance? 

 


