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Frogs To Princes: 

Genuine Christians aren’t just forgiven – they’re changed!   
1 John 3:1-10 
 

THE PASSAGE:  
 

   From Frogs to Princes (1 John 3:1) 
 

    We’ve been kissed by God! The curse has been broken. 
                 Ephesians 2:1-5/ Colossians 1:12-15/ John 1:10-13 
 

    Don’t expect the frogs to celebrate or understand.   

      John 15:18-21/ 1 Peter 4:12-14/ 2 Corinthians 4:4/ John 3:19-21 & 1 John 5:19-20 

 
   The Best Is Yet To Come (1 John 3:2-3) 
 

    The most amazing thing about heaven is not what we’ll get. 
    It’s what we’ll become. Matthew 6:19-20/ Revelation 21:3-5/ John 14:1-3 

      Romans 8:17-18/ 1 John 3:2/ 2 Corinthians 3:18/ 2 Thessalonians 2:14-15 

 
   The Biggest Difference Between A Frog and A Prince (1 John 3:4-10) 
 
 

    Frogs continue in sin.  
      A prince has the desire and power to fight it off. 
                       John 3:19-21/ Romans 1:18-32 & 2 Peter 2:20-21/ John 1:29 & Philippians 2:12-13 

 
A CLOSER LOOK AT. . . 
 

   The IRRATIONALITY of God’s Love 
 

    He died for us when we didn’t want it or deserve it. 
                        Romans 5:6-8 & Colossians 2:13-14/ 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 
 

    He knew full well that some of us would turn our back on it.  
                        1 John 2:2/ John 1:10-13 

 
   This Week’s TELLING QUESTION 
 

    The Sin question: Am I making excuses or progress?  
 

     Overcoming sin is a life-long process and battle. 
          Romans 7:18-25 
 
 

     We have been given everything we need.  
        2 Peter 1:3-4/ 1 Corinthians 10:13     

 
 

     We have to be willing to do our part.  
                        2 Peter 1:5-11 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of February 4, 2007 

 

This week we heard how, as a follower of Christ, God wants to change us from frogs to princes.   Looking 

back at this week’s teaching, was there an idea, verse or statement that particularly caught your attention, 

challenged you or confused you?  

 

MY STORY 

1.  Some people anxiously look forward to going to heaven someday, while others know it will be a great 

place, but don’t want heaven to happen too soon.  Which perspective do you lean toward?  

 

 

2.  What was your response when you heard God has given you everything you need? 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  This week we’re going to do a case study on the 12 Apostles and how they were changed as they 

followed Jesus.  As you read the snapshots of the disciples’ lives in the Scriptures below, write down what 

they reveal about their growth and God’s work in their lives? 

Matthew 4:18-22  

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 

Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. [19] "Come, follow me," Jesus 

said, "and I will make you fishers of men." [20] At once they left their nets and followed him.  

[21] Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 

were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, [22] and immediately 

they left the boat and their father and followed him. [NIV] 

Matthew 8:23-27  

Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. [24] Without warning, a furious storm came up 

on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. [25] The disciples went and 

woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"  

[26] He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the 

waves, and it was completely calm.  

[27] The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey 

him!"  [NIV] 

Matthew 10:1  

He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every 

disease and sickness. [NIV] 

 

John 16:12  

"I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. [NIV] 



 

Matthew 26:36  

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I 

go over there and pray."  [NIV] 

 

Matthew 26:40-47  

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not keep watch with me for 

one hour?" he asked Peter. [41] "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 

willing, but the body is weak."  

[42] He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken 

away unless I drink it, may your will be done."  

[43] When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. [44] So he left 

them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.  

[45] Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour 

is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. [46] Rise, let us go! Here comes my 

betrayer!"  

[47] While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed 

with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. [NIV] 

Matthew 26:55-56  

At that time Jesus said to the crowd, "Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and 

clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. [56] But 

this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples deserted 

him and fled. [NIV] 

 

Acts 5:27-29  

Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high 

priest. [28] "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem 

with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood."  

[29] Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! [NIV] 

Acts 5:41  

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for 

the Name. [NIV] 

 

 

 

2.  We also saw in this week’s teaching that we have a part in cooperating with God to allow change to 

happen.  From these verses, write down the tools God gives us to help in the growth process and then 

answer the questions below. 

John 16:13  

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he 

will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. [NIV] 

 

Hebrews 4:12  

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 

dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. [NIV] 



 

Hebrews 10:24-25  

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. [25] Let us not give 

up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. [NIV] 

 

2 Timothy 2:22  

Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call 

on the Lord out of a pure heart. [NIV] 

 

 

Have you seen God use these tools in your growth process?  If so, how and when? 

 

 

What could be the result of focusing on just one and neglecting the others?   

 

 

3.  Part of the transformation process that happens when we become a follower of Jesus is that God’s 

Spirit begins to develop godly character in us.   2 Peter 1:5-9 gives us a picture of what those character 

qualities look like and a command to build them into our lives. 

2 Peter 1:5-9  

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; [6] 

and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; [7] and 

to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. [8] For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. [9] But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten 

that he has been cleansed from his past sins. [NIV] 

 

How do verses 8 and 9 affect your motivation to put these qualities into action? 

 

As you read the list, have you ever sensed God’s Spirit directing you to develop one of these character 

qualities? 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  Looking back at this week’s teaching and study, is there anything important for you to remember in 

living out a changed life for Jesus? 

  

  



2.  Is there any “excuse” or “battle” you need prayer for? 


