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David:  

The High Price of Pride 

 
 

 

 

THE GLORY: 

David: “A Man After God’s Own Heart” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BEYOND THE GLORY: 

“Pride Cometh Before a Fall” 
 

 
 

 

  Pride of Success    
              1 Samuel 17:28, 51-54 

 
 
 
  Pride of Position    
              1 Samuel 25:1-35 

 
 
 
  Pride of Accomplishments  
              2 Samuel 24:1-17 

 
  

 
 
TABLE TALK: 

Romans 12:3, James 4:13-17, 1 John 2:15-17, Micah 6:8, Mark 10:42-45, Luke 14:7-11, 
Philippians 2:1-11 

  
 
 ► 
 
 
 ► 
 
 
 ► 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of November 25, 2007 

QUICK REVIEW:  This week we heard about the High Price of Pride. Was there one point that 

particularly caught your attention, challenged you or confused you more than the others? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  An athlete has just had a record setting performance and is asked publicly to give an account 

of his or her abilities.  How do you think they should respond?   

 

 

2.  Pride could be defined as an over reliance and/or dependence on self rather than God to 

bring value to who we are.   Can a person be prideful in public life, but not at home?  How about 

being prideful at home, but not in public life? Can pride really be isolated to only certain areas of 

our life?  Explain your responses. 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1. It’s usually much easier to notice someone else’s pride issue rather than our own.  But in 

reality, we all deal with the issue of sinful pride whether we’re aware of it or not.  How do the 

following verses help us recognize our pride issues?   

Romans 3:23  

    for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [NIV] 

Romans 5:8  

    But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. [NIV] 

1 Timothy 1:15-17  

    Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. [16] But for that very reason I was shown mercy so 

that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example 

for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. [17] Now to the King eternal, 

immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. [NIV]Looking 



back at these verses how might knowing Christ’s response to our pride issues help us deal with 

other’s pride issues? 

2.  Being legitimately proud of what we do versus becoming prideful can be a fine line.  Based 

on the following verses what conflict do you see in remaining confidently passionate about our 

strengths and still not becoming prideful?   

1 Timothy 4:14-16  

    Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of 

elders laid their hands on you.  

    [15] Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your 

progress. [16] Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you 

will save both yourself and your hearers. [NIV] 

Romans 12:3-5  

    For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 

you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of 

faith God has given you. [4] Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 

members do not all have the same function, [5] so in Christ we who are many form one body, 

and each member belongs to all the others. [NIV] 

Matthew 6:1  

    "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, 

you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. [NIV] 

 

How might a person know if they are correctly balancing what these verses are talking 

about? 

 

 

 

3.  The apostle Paul had plenty to be proud of as he gives us a long list of his accomplishments 

in 2 Corinthians 11:16 -12:10.   What did he say were key ingredients to keeping him from 

becoming prideful in 2 Corinthians 12:6-10? 

2 Corinthians 12:6-10  

    Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking 

the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say.  

    [7] To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great 

revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. [8] 



Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. [9] But he said to me, "My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. [10] That is why, for 

Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong. [NIV] 

 

How does Paul’s response challenge you in combating pride? 

 

Can you think of any situation (or thorn) in your life that has helped you not become prideful 

when it comes to your strengths or just life in general? 

 
 
 
 
TAKING IT HOME 

1.  Being proud of accomplishments we’ve achieved is healthy. What are some 
accomplishments, successes or roles you have that you’re proud of? 
 
 
 
 
  

Of all the things you listed above, is there one more susceptible to the sin of pride 
than others? 

 
 
 
 
 
2.  Looking back at this week’s teaching and study on pride is there something specific 
you’d like to remember? 

 


