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James:  

Even The Good Die Young 

 
 

 

 

THE GLORY: 

James: Potential Personified 

Mark 1:14-20, 2:13-21, 5:35-43, 6:7-13, 9:2-10, 10:35-41,14:32-35, John 21:24-25 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

BEYOND THE GLORY: 

Sometimes The Good Die Young 

Acts 12:1-2, Romans 8:17-25, 2 Corinthians 5:1-10, Ephesians 5:15-21 
 
 

 
 

 
  
  
  
  

 
 
TABLE TALK: 

James 4:13-17, Luke 12:13-34, 1 John 2:15-17, Colossians 1:26-27 

  
 

   Expect the world to be broken. 
 
 
   We really don’t know our future. 
 
 
   Obedience is today, not tomorrow. 
 
 
   Death is graduation. 



 

Food for Thought 

For the week of December 16, 2007 
 

 

1.  We never know when life is going to take a major turn, as it did for James.  How does Isaiah 55:8-11 
help you live “in the now” for Jesus in light of the possibility of life taking a sudden turn for the worse?  Is 
there any frustration when reading it?  If so, why is that?  What does it cause you to be thankful for? 
 
Isaiah 55:8-11  

    "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
        neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord.  
    [9] "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
        so are my ways higher than your ways 
        and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
    [10] As the rain and the snow 
        come down from heaven, 
    and do not return to it 
        without watering the earth 
    and making it bud and flourish, 
        so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,  
    [11] so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
        It will not return to me empty, 
    but will accomplish what I desire 
        and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. [NIV] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  A significant lesson we learn from James is that life is short - so don’t miss the opportunity to live it and 
make a difference.  Unfortunately, life’s distractions often cause us to focus our time on the less important 
tasks.  What priorities do the following verses tell us to get busy doing and not put off until a more 
convenient time? 
 
Proverbs 3:27  
    Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 
        when it is in your power to act. [NIV] 
 
Proverbs 6:2-5  
    if you have been trapped by what you said, 
        ensnared by the words of your mouth,  
    [3] then do this, my son, to free yourself, 
        since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands: 
    Go and humble yourself; 
        press your plea with your neighbor!  
    [4] Allow no sleep to your eyes, 
        no slumber to your eyelids.  
    [5] Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, 
        like a bird from the snare of the fowler. [NIV] 
  
Matthew 5:23-26  



    "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, [24] leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then 
come and offer your gift.  
    [25] "Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with 
him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, 
and you may be thrown into prison. [26] I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last 
penny. [NIV] 
 
Ephesians 5:8-20  
    For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light [9] (for the fruit 
of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) [10] and find out what pleases the Lord. [11] 
Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. [12] For it is shameful 
even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. [13] But everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, [14] for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: 
   "Wake up, O sleeper, 
        rise from the dead, 
    and Christ will shine on you." 
    [15] Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, [16] making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil. [17] Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's 
will is. [18] Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. [19] 
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the 
Lord, [20] always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
[NIV] 
 
Colossians 4:4-6  
    Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. [5] Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 
the most of every opportunity. [6] Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so 
that you may know how to answer everyone. [NIV] 
 

 
 
Looking back at what you wrote above, is there anyone you need to talk to or action you need to 
take?  If so, take a moment and think through how you might start making it happen. 

 
 
 
 
3.  Another roadblock we encounter to living “in the now” for Jesus is the thought we’re not worthy and 
have little to offer others.  As a follower of Jesus, how do the following verses say to the contrary? 
 
Genesis 1:26-27  

  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the 

sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move 

along the ground." 

     [27] So God created man in his own image, 

        in the image of God he created him; 

        male and female he created them. [NIV] 

1 Corinthians 12:4-7  

    There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. [5] There are different kinds of service, but the 

same Lord. [6] There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  



    [7] Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. [NIV] 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12  

    The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one 

body. So it is with Christ. [NIV] 

1 Corinthians 12:26  

    If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. [NIV]  

2 Corinthians 3:17-18  

    Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. [18] And we, who with 

unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing 

glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. [NIV] 

2 Corinthians 5:16-17  

    So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this 

way, we do so no longer. [17] Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come! [NIV] 

Colossians 2:9-10  

    For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, [10] and you have been given fullness in 

Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. [NIV] 


