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TROUBLED TIMES: 
Daniel 1:1-5 

 
 
 
 
 
TITLES vs TESTIMONIES: 
Daniel 1:6-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSINGS AFTER OBEDIENCE: 
Daniel 1:15-21 

 
 

 
 

      

 

How To Survive In Babylon: 
 

   Purpose in my heart to obey God. 
 
 Allow that commitment to impact every aspect of my life. 

 
  Live out that obedience regardless of the outcome. 

    



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of September 16, 2007 

Welcome to the Fall quarter of Growth Groups! 

This week we kick off our Fall Growth Group quarter. Your first meeting will include a potluck 

dinner, time to get acquainted, as well as time to discuss your Growth Group Covenant.  The 

homework has been shortened this week to allow ample time to accomplish this.   

Below are two sets of questions.  To prepare for this week’s meeting, take some time to 

focus on the questions below and be prepared to share your answers with the group.  Have 

a great first meeting as you come together to connect and encourage one another to grow 

and to see God 

change our lives 

from the inside out!   

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1.  Growth Groups are one of the best ways to get to know people here at North Coast.  Here’s 

a creative way to get you started sharing your stories.  Be ready to share 3 unique things about 

yourself or your experiences, 2 of them true, 1 false, and let the group guess which one isn’t 

true. (Try to make the false answer something that you would like to do, have or become.) 

 

 

2.  Circle the words that best fit or describe your preferences. 

Pizza or Sushi  Dawn or Dusk   TV or Book 

Dogs or Cats  Big Party or Time Alone Plan it or Wing it 

Early or Late  Messy or Organized  Thinker or Feeler 

Idol or LOST  Football or Baseball  Action or Drama 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  Pastor Chris explained that King Nebuchadnezzar’s plan was to assimilate Daniel into the Babylonian 

culture, customs and religion.  There must have been a lot of pressure to conform for the young 

Israelites.  What are some of the greatest pressures we face in today’s world that try to mold us into 

something other than what God wants? 

 

What are some ingredients found in the following Scriptures that, if mixed into your life, can help you 

resist that pressure? 



Joshua 1:6-9 

 6 "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 

forefathers to give them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 

Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 

go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD 

your God will be with you wherever you go." [NIV] 

 Romans 12:1-2 

 1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 

and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 

what God's will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will. [NIV] 

 1 Peter 1:13-16 

 13Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be 

given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 14As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you 

had when you lived in ignorance. 15But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it 

is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."  [NIV] 

 James 4:4-8 

4You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone 

who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5Or do you think Scripture says 

without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely?  6But he gives us more grace. That 

is why Scripture says:  

   "God opposes the proud  

      but gives grace to the humble."  

7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near to God and he 

will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  [NIV] 

 

 

 

2.  We heard this weekend that Daniel’s obedience to God preceded God’s intervention and blessing in 

his situation. This principle can be observed throughout Scripture.  As you read Joshua 3:7-17, and 

Joshua 6:1-7, identify what steps of obedience God was asking His people to take. 

Joshua 3:7-17 



 7 And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may 

know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: 'When 

you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.' "  

 9 Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. 10 This is how 

you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve 

men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the 

LORD -the Lord of all the earth - set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and 

stand up in a heap."  

 14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant 

went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests 

who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge, 16 the water from 

upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the 

vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea ) was 

completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The priests who carried the ark of 

the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed 

by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. [NIV] 

Joshua 6:1-7 

1 Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in.  

 2 Then the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and 

its fighting men. 3 March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 4 Have seven 

priests carry trumpets of rams' horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city 

seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When you hear them sound a long blast on the 

trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will 

go up, every man straight in."  6 So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, "Take up the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it." 7 And he ordered 

the people, "Advance! March around the city, with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of the 

LORD." [NIV] 

 

 

What might have held the Israelites back from obeying God in either of these situations?  List a few 

reasons. 

 

What are some of the excuses we make for not obeying God today? 

 

TAKING IT HOME 



What do you personally hope to gain out of the Growth Group experience this quarter?   

 

 

THE PURPOSE OF GROWTH GROUPS 

Growth Groups exist to promote spiritual maturity and personal growth through meaningful 

Christian relationships and study of God’s Word.  (Romans 8:29 & Hebrews 10:24-25).  Here’s 

how it will happen. 

SHARE 

Each week we’ll take time to share what is happening in our lives.  At first this sharing will 

include planned “sharing questions.”  But after the first few weeks, it will become more 

informal and personal as we feel more comfortable.  

STUDY 

Each week we’ll study a section from God’s Word that relates to the previous weekend’s 

sermon or an appropriate personal growth topic.  Our goal is to learn how to live out our 

Christianity in everyday life. 

SUPPORT 

Each week we’ll learn how to take care of one another as Christ commanded (John 15:9-

13).  This care can take many forms, such as prayer, encouragement, listening, 

challenging one another, and meeting real needs. 

SERVE 

Spiritual growth is fostered not only by what we gain through the support and input of 

others, but also through service to others. The role each of us fills is important to the 

health of the church and for us to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the community in 

which we live (Ephesians 4:11-16). Throughout the quarter it is our hope that you can find 

and/or be affirmed in the ways God has designed you to serve and make a difference in 

God’s Kingdom. 

 


