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A KING SIZED EGO: 
Daniel 3:1-7 

      

 
 
 
 
A COMPROMISING SITUATION: 
Daniel 3:8-18 

      
 
 
 
 
TURNING UP THE HEAT: 
Daniel 3:19-30 

 
 

  
  

 

Lessons From The Furnace: 
 

   Christianity is a call to be set apart, not to blend in. 
 

 Whose script am I following, mine or God’s? 
 
   What idols are keeping me from the One True God? 
 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of September 30, 2007 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back over your sermon notes from Willing to be Discovered?, which 

particular point most challenged you, confused you, or caught your attention? 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. What is something you’ve done that you think no one else in your group has ever done?  

 

 

2. How many siblings do you have and what was your place in the birth order of your family? From your 

perspective, what are some of the advantages of your place in the birth order? 

 

 

3. Chris talked about taking a stand for God this weekend. Can you think of any Christians you’ve known 

who were especially good at taking a stand? How did people respond to them? 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1. One author defined what it means to pursue modern day idols when he wrote, “Whatever a person 

seeks, honors, or exalts more than God, this is the god of his idolatry” (William B. Ullathorne). God’s 

warning to Israel about worshiping idols made of wood, gold, or silver also applies to our pursuit of the 

modern day idols Chris talked about this weekend. After reading the passages, answer the questions 

below. 

Psalm 115:3-8 
Our God is in heaven;  
       he does whatever pleases him.  
 4 But their idols are silver and gold,  
       made by the hands of men.  
 5 They have mouths, but cannot speak,  
       eyes, but they cannot see;  
 6 they have ears, but cannot hear,  
       noses, but they cannot smell;  
 7 they have hands, but cannot feel,  
       feet, but they cannot walk;  
       nor can they utter a sound with their throats.  
 8 Those who make them will be like them,  
       and so will all who trust in them.  [NIV] 
 
 



 
 
Habakkuk 2:18-19 
"Of what value is an idol, since a man has carved it?  
       Or an image that teaches lies?  
       For he who makes it trusts in his own creation;  
       he makes idols that cannot speak.  
 19 Woe to him who says to wood, 'Come to life!'  
       Or to lifeless stone, 'Wake up!'  
       Can it give guidance?  
       It is covered with gold and silver;  
       there is no breath in it.   [NIV] 
 

 

Based on these passages and this week’s teaching, why do you think God speaks so strongly 

against the pursuit of idols? 

 

 

An idol doesn’t have to be a bad thing; it can be a thing that is good, but takes our focus off God. 

Can you think of one or two good things that could become an idol to you if you’re not careful? 

 

 

2. God not only warns us about pursuing idols but also strongly encourages us to pursue Him.  In Psalm 

145:13-21, what are some benefits from pursuing God that only He can provide? 

Psalm 145:13-21 
 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  
       and your dominion endures through all generations.  
       The LORD is faithful to all his promises  
       and loving toward all he has made.  
 14 The LORD upholds all those who fall  
       and lifts up all who are bowed down.  
 15 The eyes of all look to you,  
       and you give them their food at the proper time.  
 16 You open your hand  
       and satisfy the desires of every living thing.  
 17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways  
       and loving toward all he has made.  
 18 The LORD is near to all who call on him,  
       to all who call on him in truth.  
 19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;  
       he hears their cry and saves them.  
 20 The LORD watches over all who love him,  
       but all the wicked he will destroy.  
 21 My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD.  
       Let every creature praise his holy name  
       for ever and ever.   [NIV] 
 

Are there any of these benefits that you try to gain from any modern day idols?  



 

2. The Apostle Peter faced numerous situations when his beliefs were challenged and he had an 

opportunity to take a stand for God. Let’s look at two of those instances.  

Luke 22:54-62 

54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a 

distance. 55 But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, 

Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at 

him and said, "This man was with him."  

 57 But he denied it. "Woman, I don't know him," he said.  

 58 A little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them."  

      "Man, I am not!" Peter replied.  

 59 About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean."  

 60 Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the rooster 

crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had 

spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times." 62 And he went outside 

and wept bitterly.  [NIV] 

 

Acts 4:1-22 

1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while 

they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the 

people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John, and 

because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message 

believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand.  

 5 The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was 

there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest's family. 7 They had 

Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you 

do this?"  

 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being 

called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10 

then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 He is  

   " 'the stone you builders rejected,  

      which has become the capstone.  12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  

 13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 

they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they could 

see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 15 So 

they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together. 16 "What are we going to 

do with these men?" they asked. "Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding 

miracle, and we cannot deny it. 17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we 

must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name."  

 18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 

Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you 

rather than God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."  

 21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the 

people were praising God for what had happened. 22For the man who was miraculously healed was over 

forty years old.  [NIV] 

 



 Luke 22:54-62 Acts 4:1-22 

 

 

What do you think 

Peter was feeling? 

 

 

  

 

 

Who was challenging 

his faith? 

 

 

  

 

 

How did he respond to 

the challenge? 

 

 

  

 

 

What are some reasons why Peter’s response is so different in the Acts 4 story?  

 

 

Have you ever experienced emotions similar to either of these stories when you had an opportunity 

to take a stand for God? If so, describe one of those times. 

 

 

Is there anything from the Acts 4 story that could help you stand up when you have an opportunity to 

be “discovered”?  

 

 

 



TAKING IT HOME 

1. Thinking back to the person(s) you thought of in the third Getting To Know You question, what made 

this person different from other Christians you knew?  

 

 

What can you learn from their examples that can help you when an opportunity to take a stand for 

God arises (keep in mind your own personality and the circle of influence you currently have)?  

 

 

 

2. Looking back at the Lessons from the Furnace, which of the three lessons do you need to give focused 

attention to in your life? 

 

 


