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A Wild Party 
Daniel 5:1-4 

      

 
 
 
 
An Uninvited Guest 
Daniel 5:5-16 

      
 
 
 
 
Turn Out The Lights 
Daniel 5:17-30 

 
 
 

  
  

 

The Belshazzar In All Of Us 
 

 We all live with a danger outside our gates. 
 
 What’s written on his wall is written on ours. 

 
   We have a choice to make. 

    



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of October 14, 2007 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  This week we heard about God’s handwriting on the wall. Was there one point that 

particularly caught your attention, challenged you, or confused you more than the others? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  Have you or someone you’ve met ever said they had a revelation or vision from God?  If so, what was 

it and how did you respond? 

 

 

 

2.  If you interviewed a group of people on the street how do you think they would respond to the following 

question: What would distract you more when it comes to keeping your priorities straight – success or 

difficulty?  When it comes to your relationship with God, which would you say helps keep you more 

focused – success or difficulty? 

 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  This week we saw how Daniel was able to “read the handwriting on the wall” unlike everyone else in 

the room.  A modern day example of “reading the handwriting on the wall” is being able to discern God’s 

leading, warning or directives in our life.  How do the following verses relate to gaining the ability to “read 

the handwriting on the wall”?   

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, [17] so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. [NIV] 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. [25] Let us not give 

up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. [NIV] 

Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' 

[38] This is the first and greatest commandment. [39] And the second is like it: 'Love your     neighbor as 

yourself. [NIV] 



 

How might it be dangerous to not have the balance of all three of these verses in order to know 

and follow God’s directives?  Can you think of any examples of how you have seen the balance 

of these work or not work, grow or change in your own life?  Is there one you want to further 

develop?  

 

 

2.  Chris talked this weekend about the fact that all of us have some very real spiritual dangers that are 

outside of our gates just waiting to destroy us.  Take a look at the following passage, and then write down 

some of the dangers that God is warning us about. Indicate which one would most likely be outside your 

gate camping close to your walls.  Are there any others you would add to this list? 

Ephesians 5:3-7 

But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, 

because these are improper for God's holy people. [4] Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or 

coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. [5] For of this you can be sure: No immoral, 

impure or greedy person--such a man is an idolater--has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 

God. [6] Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on 

those who are disobedient. [7] Therefore do not be partners with them. [NIV] 

 

 

 

3.  One of King Belshazzar’s downfalls was that he was incredibly distracted by the success and 

affluence of Babylon.  None of us want to fall into living a life that is so self-absorbed we can’t hear or 

even see “what’s written on our wall.” 

How could putting Matthew 25:31-40 into action be a remedy to a self absorbed mindset? 

Matthew 25:31-40 

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly 

glory. [32] All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another 

as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.   [33] He will put the sheep on his right and the goats 

on his left.   [34] "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 

take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. [35] For I was hungry 

and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in, [36] I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I 

was in prison and you came to visit me.' [37] "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see 

you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?     [38] When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing 

 clothes and clothe you? [39] When did we see you sick or in prison 

  and go to visit you?'  

        [40] "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you 

    did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' [NIV] 



 

Have you ever felt a renewed perspective when serving others?  If so, explain. 

 

 

 

When it comes to stepping outside of yourself to serve others what are some of your potential 

roadblocks? 

 

 

 Don’t think about it 

 Too busy 

 Feels like I’m a servant 

 Pressure of your own responsibilities 

 Past hurt 

 My own success 

 Not sure how to 

 Other: ____________ 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  Looking back at this week’s teaching, what is most important for you to remember? 

 

 

 

2.  Is there anything you would like your group to pray about for you? 

 

 


