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DANIEL’S  

PROPHECIES:  
 

  Daniel’s Literary Structure: 
 

    Daniel 1-6   = Stories of God’s protection 
 

   Daniel 7-12 = Prophecies of God’s protection 
 

  Daniel’s Main Goal: 
 

    To show God’s power and protection even in the darkest of times 

 

  A Sample Prophecy: (Daniel 7) 
 

    Four Beasts = Four Kingdoms  
 

    Babylon   Medo-Persia   Greece   Rome 
 

  Two Things Worth Noting:  

 

     Daniel didn’t understand the details of his own prophecies! 
                             Daniel 7:15 & 12:8-9/1 Peter 1:10-12 
 

     They all predict great trouble followed by God’s deliverance.                                       
                     Daniel 7:9-13, 17, 22-27/ 12:1-3 

 
 
 

BIBLICAL PROPHECIES:  

Some Guidelines & Cautions 
 
 

  Prophecy Has Two Main Purposes 
                 Daniel 7:16-18/1 Thessalonians 4:13-18/ John 13:18-19/ Matthew 11:2-5/ Revelation 13:11-18 
 

 

     To provide hope  and confidence. 
 
 

     To provide recognition (NOT to satisfy our curiosity). 

 
 
  Learn From The Past 
        1 Peter 1:10-12/ Mark 9:31-32 & Luke 24:44-48 

 
 

     No one got it right the first time! 

 
 
  Avoid Speculation  
                 Deuteronomy 29:29/ Proverbs 30:5-6/ Matthew 24:36/ 1Timothy 1:3-7/ 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 

 

     It makes Christians look foolish. 
 
 

     It’s more likely to produce arrogance than godliness. 
 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of November 4, 2007 

 

NOTE: The goal of this week’s sermon was to provide us with guidelines and cautions as we 

look at the big picture of biblical prophecy. It didn’t attempt to answer all the questions about 

prophecy because nobody has all those answers. Keep this in mind as you work on this 

homework and participate in your Growth Group.   

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back over your sermon notes from Weird Dreams and Idiotic 

Speculation, what was most challenging, helpful, or interesting to you? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1. Some people get really excited talking about prophecy while others know very little about it. 

Which of these statements best describes your attitude related to prophecy, end times and the 

second coming of Christ? 

 I don’t know much about any of it 

 I’m very interested in it and have studied it a lot 

 I find it confusing 

 I’m not very interested in it 

 I’d like to know more 

 I find it too theoretical and not practical enough 

 What I know about it came from reading the Left Behind series or The Late Great Planet 
Earth. 

 Other 
 

2. If you could know certain things about your future (like when you’re going to die, who you will 

marry, major illnesses you’ll have, etc.) would you want to know that information? What would 

be some benefits and drawbacks from knowing that information? 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1. There are a variety of opinions about many of the as yet unfulfilled prophecies in the Bible. 

However, there are a number of future events that are clearly spelled out in Scripture even if we 

don’t understand all the details about them. Read the following passages and identify the events 

yet to happen in each one.  

Revelation 21:1-4  



    Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea. [2] I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. [3] And 

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will 

live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. [4] 

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has passed away."  [NIV] 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

    Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the 

rest of men, who have no hope. [14] We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we 

believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. [15] According to the 

Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, 

will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. [16] For the Lord himself will come 

down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 

call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. [17] After that, we who are still alive and are left 

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 

with the Lord forever. [18] Therefore encourage each other with these words. [NIV] 

2 Corinthians 5:10  

    For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is 

due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. [NIV] 

 

Does reading these passages bring you a sense of hope, fear, a desire to change, or 

something else? 

 

What do you look forward to the most from these passages?  

 

2. We heard this weekend about avoiding speculation when it comes to prophecy. Perhaps the 

most speculated-about event in the Bible is when and how Christ will return. Over the last 2000 

years various people have unsuccessfully predicted that it would happen in their lifetime. How 

does 2 Peter 3:3-9 address the question of why it’s taking so long for Christ to return? 

2 Peter 3:3-9  

    First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following 

their own evil desires. [4] They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our 

fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." [5] But they 

deliberately forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed 

out of water and by water. [6] By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and 

destroyed. [7] By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept 

for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  



    [8] But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, 

and a thousand years are like a day. [9] The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to 

come to repentance. [NIV] 

 

How could 2 Timothy 2:24-26 relate to the delay in Christ’s return? 

2 Timothy 2:24-26  

    And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, 

not resentful. [25] Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant 

them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, [26] and that they will come to their 

senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. [NIV] 

 

 

3. Even though we don’t know for sure when Christ will return, the fact that He will return 

sometime should affect how we live. What kind of lifestyle does 2 Peter 3:10-14 encourage us to 

live in light of Christ’s return?  

2 Peter 3:10-14     

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.     [11] 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 

to live holy and godly lives [12] as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. 

That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the 

heat. [13] But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 

earth, the home of righteousness.     [14] So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to 

this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. [NIV] 

 

Are there any motivations you see in this passage for living out this lifestyle? 

 

 

What could be some of the benefits to yourself and others for living this kind of life? 

 

TAKING IT HOME   

1. Is there any change you sense God is asking you to make in light of Christ’s return? 

 

 



2. Did your understanding of prophecy and its role in our lives grow or change from the sermon 

or homework? If so, how? 


