
Series: Psalms - Greatest Hits of the OT                                                                                     North Coast Church 
June 9-10, 2007                                               Dr. Larry Osborne 

 

 

 PSALM 15 

 

The Real  

Road Less Traveled 
 
 

A SHORT PSALM  

WITH A HIGH STANDARD 

 Psalm 15/ Matthew 5:48 & Romans 7:21-25 

 

  

FOUR QUESTIONS  

WORTH ASKING 
 

  Are my words helpful or hurtful? 

           Psalm 15:2-3/ James 1:26/ Ephesians 4:29 

 
 

   There is a time and place for negative and harsh words. 
                     2 Timothy 4:14-15/ 1 Timothy 5:19-20/ Mark 12:38-40 & Galatians 2:11-14 

 
   Before you pass on a negative report, ask yourself . . .  
                     Proverbs 10:12 & 16:28/ Proverbs 26:17/ Proverbs 11:12                                          
 

         Is this true – am I sure? 
 

         Is this motivated by hurt – or a genuine need to know? 
  

    Will this make things better or worse? 

  
  Are my heroes godly or godless? 

           Psalm 15:4/ 2 Timothy 2:24-26/ Proverbs 24:19-20/ Proverbs 29:27/ Proverbs 20:26 
 

 

   Everyone deserves to be treated with respect.    
 

   Who do I look up to, try to impress and  emulate? 

 
  Do I keep my commitments?  
           Psalm 15:4/ Matthew 5:37 & James 5:12/ Proverbs 20:25 & Joshua 9:1-27/ Proverbs 20:28 
 
 

   The small stuff?   The inconvenient stuff?   The painful stuff? 
 

   How to avoid a coup: Love and dependability.   

 
  Do I help the helpless? 
        Psalm 15:5/ Proverbs 29:7/ Leviticus 23:22 & Exodus 22:25/ Proverbs 22:22 & 28:8 
 

 

   This isn’t dealing with modern-day investments. 
 

   It’s a warning against taking advantage of the disadvantaged. 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of June 10, 2007 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

1. Larry spoke this weekend about keeping our commitments. Joshua 9 contains the story of the Israelites 

making a commitment that they refused to break even after they realized how foolish it was. Read the 

story and answer the following questions: 

 

How did Israel’s leaders respond once they figured out they had been fooled? How did the people 

respond? 

 

 

What was the primary reason the leaders wouldn’t break their commitment? 

 

 

What help or motivation does this story offer you for keeping your commitments? 

 

 

2. The book of James gives additional input on what blameless and righteous living looks like. Identify 

which of the “four questions worth asking” relates to each of the passages below. What additional insights 

do they give on righteous living? 

James 1:27  

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in 

their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. [NIV] 

James 3:1-12  

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will 

be judged more strictly. [2] We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is 

a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.  

[3] When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. [4] 

Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered 

by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. [5] Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, 

but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. [6] The tongue also 

is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course 

of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.  

[7] All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by 

man, [8] but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.  



[9] With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in 

God's likeness. [10] Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. [11] 

Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? [12] My brothers, can a fig tree bear 

olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water. [NIV] 

James 4:11-12  

Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against his brother or judges him speaks 

against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 

[12] There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you--who are 

you to judge your neighbor? [NIV] 

James 5:12  

Above all, my brothers, do not swear--not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be 

yes, and your "No," no, or you will be condemned. [NIV] 

 

 

Two other examples of blameless and righteous living are found in the following passages. After 

reading each one, note the additional lifestyle traits mentioned and the benefits of living this kind of 

life. 

Psalm 24:3-5  
Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? 
Who may stand in his holy place?  
[4] He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
who does not lift up his soul to an idol 
or swear by what is false.  
[5] He will receive blessing from the Lord 
and vindication from God his Savior. [NIV] 
 
Isaiah 33:14-16  

The sinners in Zion are terrified; 
trembling grips the godless: 
"Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire? 
Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning?"  
[15] He who walks righteously 
and speaks what is right, 
who rejects gain from extortion 
and keeps his hand from accepting bribes, 
who stops his ears against plots of murder 
and shuts his eyes against contemplating evil--  
[16] this is the man who will dwell on the heights, 
whose refuge will be the mountain fortress. 
His bread will be supplied, 
and water will not fail him. [NIV] 

 

 

 



3. As you look back on the “four questions worth asking” from this weekend’s sermon, which of them is 

the most challenging to you right now? What steps can you take to help you develop a positive answer to 

that question? 

 


