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 PSALM 23 

 

What To Expect  

When God Takes Over 
 
 
 

SHEPHERDS & SHEEP 

John 10:11-16/ Matthew 9:36 & 1 Peter 2:25 
 
 

  This is not a psalm about valleys; it’s a psalm about the shepherd! 
 

 
 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN  

GOD TAKES OVER 

 

  Expect some frustration and confusion. 
           “He makes me lie down in green pastures.”  1 Corinthians 12:7-10/ 1 Samuel 8:6–9:2 
 

 
 

 

   God’s “No’s” are never arbitrary. 
 

   Never compromise to get around a “No” or “Not yet.” 

 
  Expect to be led gently. 
           “He leads me beside still waters.”  1 Corinthians 10:13/ Matthew 11:28-30 
 

   God always takes into account our weaknesses & limitations. 

 
  Expect a blessing not a beating. 
           “He restores my soul”   Ezekiel 18:23 & 32/ Matthew 9:10-13 
 

   God is in the restoration business – judgment is always a last resort. 

 
  Expect to be led clearly. 
           “He guides me in paths of righteousness, for his name’s sake.” Proverbs 4:18-19/ Psalm 119 
 

   God’s will is easy to find – just obey what you already know!  

 
  Expect every valley to eventually lead to the mountain top. 
           “Even in the valley I will fear no evil – He prepares a table in the presence of my enemies” 
        1 Peter 1:6-7/ James 1:2-4/ Romans 8:28/ Psalm 73 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of June 24, 2007 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

1. Larry mentioned several characteristics and stories about sheep.  Which, if any characteristic of sheep, 

best fits with your spiritual journey and growth?   

 

 

There are several Scriptures that refer to sheep. Read the following passages and write down what each 

of these metaphors teaches us about our relationship with God. 

John 10:1-11  

    "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other 

way, is a thief and a robber. [2] The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. [3] The 

watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. [4] When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow 

him because they know his voice. [5] But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from 

him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." [6] Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did 

not understand what he was telling them.  

    [7] Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. [8] All who ever came 

before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. [9] I am the gate; whoever 

enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. [10] The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  

    [11] "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. [NIV] 

Psalm 95:6-7  

    Come, let us bow down in worship, 
        let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;  
    [7] for he is our God 
        and we are the people of his pasture, 
        the flock under his care. 
     Today, if you hear his voice, [NIV] 
 

Numbers 27:15-20  

    Moses said to the Lord, [16] "May the Lord, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over 

this community [17] to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so 

the Lord's people will not be like sheep without a shepherd."  

    [18] So the Lord said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your 

hand on him. [19] Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him 

in their presence. [20] Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him. 

[NIV]  

 



 

2. This weekend we took a realistic look at what happens when God takes over. One thing we saw was 

that it can be frustrating and confusing when God 'makes us lie down in green pastures'.  Have there 

been times in your life when you felt God's firm hand steering you to a blessing that otherwise you would 

have walked by and missed? 

  

 

Read the following passages and write down the blessing and the reaction of each person who 

discovered their blessing. 

Genesis 12:1-5  

    The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to 
the land I will show you. 
     [2] "I will make you into a great nation 
        and I will bless you; 
    I will make your name great, 
        and you will be a blessing.  
    [3] I will bless those who bless you, 
        and whoever curses you I will curse; 
    and all peoples on earth 
        will be blessed through you." 
     [4] So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he set out from Haran. [5] He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and 
they arrived there. [NIV] 
 

1 Kings 17:1-6  

    Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, 

whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word."  

    [2] Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: [3] "Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith 

Ravine, east of the Jordan. [4] You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens to feed you 

there."  

    [5] So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed 

there. [6] The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and 

he drank from the brook. [NIV] 

Genesis 50:17-21  

    'This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they 

committed in treating you so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." 

When their message came to him, Joseph wept.  

    [18] His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they said.  

    [19] But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? [20] You intended to harm me, 

but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. [21] So 

then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to 

them. [NIV] 



 

1 Chronicles 14:8-17  

    When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over all Israel, they went up in full force 

to search for him, but David heard about it and went out to meet them. [9] Now the Philistines had come 

and raided the Valley of Rephaim; [10] so David inquired of God: "Shall I go and attack the Philistines? 

Will you hand them over to me?" 

    The Lord answered him, "Go, I will hand them over to you."  

    [11] So David and his men went up to Baal Perazim, and there he defeated them. He said, "As waters 

break out, God has broken out against my enemies by my hand." So that place was called Baal Perazim. 

[12] The Philistines had abandoned their gods there, and David gave orders to burn them in the fire.  

    [13] Once more the Philistines raided the valley; [14] so David inquired of God again, and God 

answered him, "Do not go straight up, but circle around them and attack them in front of the balsam trees. 

[15] As soon as you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, move out to battle, 

because that will mean God has gone out in front of you to strike the Philistine army." [16] So David did 

as God commanded him, and they struck down the Philistine army, all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.  

    [17] So David's fame spread throughout every land, and the Lord made all the nations fear him. [NIV] 

Galatians 4:13-14  

    As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you. [14] Even though my 

illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed me as if I 

were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. [NIV]  

 

 

 

 

3. According to John 10:25-27 who hears God’s voice? How do you listen to Jesus?  Are there any steps 

you could take to improve your listening skills?  When you read the Bible, do you think of it as listening to 

God?   

John 10:25-27  

    Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak 

for me, [26] but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. [27] My sheep listen to my voice; I 

know them, and they follow me. {NIV] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. What does Jesus advise in Matthew 10:16?  What would it look like to do that today?  How does that 

relate to the passage in Luke 15:1-7 and God's concern for lost sheep? 

Matthew 10:16  

    I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 

doves. [NIV] 

Luke 15:1-7  

    Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. [2] But the Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."  

    [3] Then Jesus told them this parable: [4] "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 

them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 

[5] And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders [6] and goes home. Then he calls his friends 

and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' [7] I tell you that in the 

same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who do not need to repent. [NIV] 


