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 A Tip Is A Tithe 
 

 

HOW DID 10% BECOME 2.5%?  

 
A MINOR PROPHET’S  

MAJOR MESSAGE 

Haggai 1-2 / Daniel 1:1-2/ Ezra/ Nehemiah/ Zechariah  

 
 

 The Situation & Key Players: 
 

    A time of great economic hardship and struggle. 

 
    A small group of good and highly committed people. 

 
 Haggai’s Message:  
   If You Always Have A Hole In Your Pocket – Here’s Why! 

 

 

    Why There Is Never Enough   (1:1-11) 

 
    Quick Obedience   (1:12) 

 
    God’s Immediate Response   (1:13–2:9) 

 
    How Disobedience In One Area Impacts Every Area   (2:10-14)   

 
    A Promise And A Blessing   (2:15-23) 

 
THREE STEPS TO  
FINANCIAL FREEDOM  

 

 

   Give to God off the top no matter what. 
                   Proverbs 3:9-10/ 2 Corinthians 8:12-13 & 9:6-11/ Philippians 4:15-19 

 
   Decide to live within your means no matter what. 
                  Proverbs 12:9 & 21:17 

 
   Decide to live a step below your means no matter what. 
                  Proverbs 21:20 

 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of August 5, 2007 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

1.  Jesus warns us about over-valuing our possessions in Luke 12:15.  After reading this verse, describe 

the “abundance” of your life using Luke’s statements as your guide.  Why is this important to consider 

when talking about finances? 

Luke 12:15  

    Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not 

consist in the abundance of his possessions."  [NIV] 

 

 

2.  Our priorities usually drive the extent of “financial freedom,” contentment and generosity we have.  It’s 

also true that the person who prides himself in what he has suffers from the same heart condition as the 

person who worries about what he does not have. Both are making the same mistake by placing their 

hope in material possessions. In your life, do you ever find yourself dealing with this condition of the heart 

by either priding yourself in or worrying over material possessions?   How do the following verses help us 

combat these mindsets about finances and possessions? 

Matthew 6:19-24  

    "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 

steal. [20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

    [22] "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. [23] But if your 

eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that 

darkness!  

    [24] "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. [NIV] 

1 Timothy 6:6-10  

    But godliness with contentment is great gain. [7] For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing 

out of it. [8] But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. [9] People who want to get rich fall into 

temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. [10] For 

the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many griefs. [NIV] 

1 Timothy 6:17-19  

    Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 

uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. [18] Command them 

to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. [19] In this way they will lay up treasure 

for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. [NIV] 

 

 



 

Looking back at these verses, what two or three points do you think would make the most 

difference in your life when put into practice? 

 

 

3. Greed is one of the thieves of our contentment and ability to be generous.  As you read the verses 

below, what’s your response to God placing greed in the same category as the other sins? 

Romans 1:29-31  

    They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, 

murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, [30] slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and 

boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; [31] they are senseless, faithless, 

heartless, ruthless. [NIV] 

Ephesians 5:3  

    But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of 

greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. [NIV] 

Colossians 3:5  

    Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 

desires and greed, which is idolatry. [NIV] 

  

 Why do you think God considers greed as serious as the other sins? 

 

 

4.  In Matthew 6:25 Jesus illustrated a number of distractions that can cause us to lack contentment and 

become greedy or money hungry.  If you had the opportunity to rewrite this verse, are there any 

distractions you would add to make it apply even more specifically to you? 

Matthew 6:25  

    "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 

you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? [NIV] 

 

 

5.  Looking back at the notes from this week’s teaching, is there one thing you need to change regarding 

your finances? 

 


