
Series: URBAN LEGENDS 3/ Message #7                                                                                  North Coast Church 
August 18-19, 2007                                               Dr. Larry Osborne 

   

 Membership Has Its Privileges  
 

 

 

THE COUNTRY CLUB &  

THE MARINE CORPS 

 
A REALLY SAD & BIZARRE STORY 

Two guys (and a pushy mom) who just didn’t get it. 
 Matthew 20:17-28  

   
 
 
 
 

TWO INCREDIBLE PRIVILEGES 
 
 

  Pardoned from death row.  
         Romans 5:8 & 6:23 

  
  
  Forgiven and adopted.  
         Romans 8:15-18 

 
THREE HUGE RESPONSIBILITIES 

God expects . . .  
 
 

 

  CHANGE: Come as you are – but for God’s sake, don’t stay that way!  
       1 Peter 2:9-12/ Romans 12:1-2 

 
  SERVICE: Find your role and fill it! 

           1 Peter 4:10-11/ 1 Corinthians 12 & Romans 12:3-8 

 
  SACRIFICE: Love one another AND love non-Christians sacrificially!  
        Revelation 2:1-7/ John 13:34-35 & John 3:16/ 2 Timothy 2:24-26 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of August 19, 2007 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

This weekend we heard about “Three Huge Responsibilities” we have as followers of Christ.  The study 

questions below will guide us in further study on these topics. 

If you’re a follower of Jesus, God’s Spirit is working in your life to change and grow you (Philippians 1:6).   

Fortunately, God doesn’t turn us into robot-type creatures and make this happen without our participation 

and responsibility in the process.  What do the verses below say about how we allow or hinder the way 

God wants to change and grow us?  Are there any that you need to refocus in your life? 

Proverbs 4:14-15  
    Do not set foot on the path of the wicked 
        or walk in the way of evil men.  
    [15] Avoid it, do not travel on it; 
        turn from it and go on your way. [NIV] 
 
Isaiah 59:2  
    But your iniquities have separated 
        you from your God; 
    your sins have hidden his face from you, 
        so that he will not hear. [NIV] 
 
James 1:2-4  

    Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, [3] because you know that 
the testing of your faith develops perseverance. [4] Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything. [NIV] 
 
James 1:12  
    Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. [NIV]  
 
Hebrews 10:24-25  
    And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. [25] Let us not give 
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. [NIV] 

 

 

Loving others sacrificially can be no small challenge with all that life throws at us.  What motivation and 

guidance do the following verses give when it comes to putting this kind of love into action?  Is there 

anyone you know that has been a model of this kind of love for you?  Could sending a note or email of 

thanks be an encouragement to them? 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15  



    For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 

[15] And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 

them and was raised again. [NIV] 

Galatians 5:13-15  

    You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; 

rather, serve one another in love. [14] The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your 

neighbor as yourself." [15] If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be 

destroyed by each other. [NIV] 

Philippians 2:3-5  

    Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves. [4] Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

    [5] Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: [NIV] 

 

 

What importance does Ephesians 4:11-16 give to Christians serving and fulfilling their role?  How does 

this passage make all roles important?  Is there a form of service or role God might be calling you to take 

on or continue?   Is there someone in your sphere of influence that you can help get involved in serving or 

finding their role?  

Ephesians 4:11-16  

    It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 

pastors and teachers, [12] to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up [13] until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

    [14] Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 

by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. [15] 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

[16] From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 

itself up in love, as each part does its work. [NIV] 


