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When Did Jesus Become

Cute, Nice, Gullible and Tame?

A NiCe BRACELET, But IT’S 

The WRonG QUestion:

( WWJD should have asked “What Did Jesus Do?”

      1 John 2:6
Four Faces Of Jesus:

The Image vs The Reality

( Jesus in a manger.
               Luke 2:7-16 vs Matthew 2:1-20

( Jesus doing miracles & telling everyone to play nice.
                Matthew 8:16/ Luke 6:27-31 vs John 5:12-14/ Matthew 10:32-38/ Matthew 23:13-39 

( Jesus on the cross.
                Luke 23:33-34 vs Luke 12:4-5 & 1 Corinthians 6:9-11

( Jesus next to an empty tomb.
                Luke 24:1-12 & 50-52 vs Philippians 2:5-11/ Revelation 19:10-16 & 22:12-17

THE JESUS OF THE BIBLE . . .
 Matthew 28:18-20/ 2 Corinthians 5:9-10/ Revelation 19:10-16


( He’s a reigning King with an assignment for each of us.


( He’ll judge and reward us based on how well we carry it out.


( He’s coming back and it won’t be pretty!

THIS WEEK’S ASSIGNMENT 

FROM THE LIVING KING: 

 1 John 2:6/ Matthew 6:14-15/ Luke 10:27-37/ Matthew 20:25-28 & John 13:1-17/ Matthew 9:11-13

( Find someone to forgive.


( Find someone to help.


( Serve someone who is supposed to serve you.


( Reach out to someone most religious people would write off.
Growth Group Homework
For the week of April 8, 2007

This week we heard how our image of Jesus and who He really is can, at times, be in conflict.  Was there any statement or point that was particularly confusing, caught your attention or challenged you?

 
My Story
1.  Looking back at your childhood, was there anything your family, friends or relatives typically did during spring break and/or Easter weekend?

 

      Typically the same as any other week

      Group or family vacation

      Special family or friends get together

      Other

 

2.  We all, at times, fall into the trap of making Jesus fit our view of who He is and miss who He really is.  Looking back at the “Four Faces of Jesus” mentioned in this week’s teaching, is there one you would typically focus on more than the other?  Are there any others you would add?

Digging Deeper
1.  This week we heard how our image of Jesus can be contrary to who He really is and what He calls us to do.  How might someone see Jesus’

response in the following passages as surprising or even hazardous toward His ultimate goal?

 

John 2:12-19 

After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days. 

[13] When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [14] In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. [15] So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. [16] To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!" 

[17] His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me." 

[18] Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?" 

[19] Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." [NIV]

Mark 14:32-36 

They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." [33] He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. [34] "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." 

[35] Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. [36] "Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will." [NIV]

Matthew 26:47-52 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. [48] Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him." [49] Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him. 

[50] Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for."

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. [51] With that, one of Jesus' companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 

[52] "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. [NIV]

Luke 23:32-34 

Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. [33] When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. [34] Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. [NIV]

2.  Anything worth much usually costs much.  The same is true when a person decides to follow Jesus.  How does what Jesus say about the cost of following Him in Luke 14:25-35 fit with your spiritual journey and/or experience in following Him?

Luke 14:25-35 

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: [26] "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. [27] And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

[28] "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? [29] For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, [30] saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 

[31] "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? [32] If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. [33] In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

[34] "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? [35] It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.

"He who has ears to hear, let him hear." [NIV]

3.  We were also reminded this week that Jesus is coming back and it might look a little different than we realize.  What’s your response when you read Luke 12:35-40?

Luke 12:35-40 

"Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, [36] like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. [37] It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. [38] It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. [39] But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. [40] You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."  [NIV]

Do you think your life would look any different if you knew Jesus was definitely coming back in two years?  If so, explain.  How about two weeks?
TAKING IT HOME

1.  At the end of this week’s teaching we were given an assignment.  Is there one of those action steps you sense God calling you to take?

