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Wild Man Disciples 

The Original “Peter Principles” 

John 21:1-23 
 
 
 

BREAKFAST WITH JESUS  
 

  Peter’s Story Before The Story: 
 
 
 
 

  His other name: Simon 
                    Mark 1:16-17 & 3:16/ John 1:41-42/ Matthew 16:13-19 

     
  His foolish pride 
   Mark 14:27-31, Luke 22:31-34 & John 13:36-38/ Proverbs 11:2 & 16:18 

 
  His colossal failure 
                    Matthew 26:69-75 & John 18:15-27 

 
 
  An Early Morning Fish Fry 
                 John 21:1-23/ See also Matthew 28:9-10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ORIGINAL “PETER PRINCIPLES” 

To Become A “Wild Man” Disciple, I Must. . . 
 
 
 
 

  Face my past – and then move on.  
                 1 John 1:8-10 / Revelation 12:10 & 1 John 2:1-2/ Jeremiah 18:1-10/ Matthew 9:11-13 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  Discover my primary calling and fulfill it. 
         Mark 1:14-18 & John 21:15-18/ 1 Corinthians 7:17-24/ 1 Peter 2:11-12 & 3:15-16 

 
 
 
 
 

  Worry about my own stuff – not everyone else’s assignment. 
         Matthew 7:1-5/ 1 Samuel 3:12-13 & Proverbs 19:18/ 1 Corinthians 5:9-13/ 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

 
 
 

  OUR SPIRITUAL RESPONSIBILITY TREE: 
 
 

  Myself, then My Family, then My Spiritual Family, then My World. 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of April 15, 2007 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back over your sermon notes from Wild Man Disciples, which 
particular point or passage of Scripture most challenged, confused, or caught your attention? 
 
 
 
 

MY STORY  

1. We heard about Peter’s denial of Christ this weekend. Can you think of any situations you’ve 
been in where it would have been easy for you to downplay the fact you were a Christian? 
 
 
 
 
2. When we think about getting involved in other people’s lives, we can often go to one extreme 
or the other – either putting our nose into places it doesn’t belong or not getting involved even 
when that is the appropriate response. Can you think of a time when you were too involved or 
not involved enough in someone’s life? If so, explain. 
 
 
 

Would you say you are a person who tends to be too involved with others or not 
involved enough? 

 
 
 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 

1. Peter didn’t stand strong when the pressure was on. In Daniel 3, we read about three of 
Daniel’s friends who did stand strong in a similar situation. After reading Daniel 3:10-30, identify 
any similarities you see between this situation and Peter’s situation. 
 
Daniel 3:10-30 
You have issued a decree, O king, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, 
pipes and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, [11] and that whoever does 
not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. [12] But there are some Jews whom you 
have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon--Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego--who pay no 
attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up." 
[13] Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men 
were brought before the king, [14] and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? [15] Now when you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall 
down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown 
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?" 
[16] Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 
defend ourselves before you in this matter. [17] If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 
serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. [18] But even if he does 



not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have 
set up." 
[19] Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward 
them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual [20] and commanded some 
of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the 
blazing furnace. [21] So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound 
and thrown into the blazing furnace. [22] The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that 
the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, [23] and these 
three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
[24] Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there 
three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?" 
They replied, "Certainly, O king." 
[25] He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 
looks like a son of the gods." 
[26] Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, [27] and the satraps, prefects, governors and 
royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair 
of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 
[28] Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has 
sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were 
willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. [29] Therefore I 
decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other 
god can save in this way." 
[30] Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. [NIV] 

 
 
 
 
 
What do you think helped these guys not give in when told to deny God? 

 

 
 

 
2. David wrote two Psalms in response to being confronted about his adultery with Bathsheba 
and subsequent murder of her husband. These Psalms can serve as great guides for helping us 
face our past and move on. What do each of these passages teach us about how David felt 
about his failures, how he responded, and how God related to him? 
 
Psalm 32:1-5 
Of David. A maskil. 
Blessed is he 
whose transgressions are forgiven, 
whose sins are covered. 
[2] Blessed is the man 
whose sin the Lord does not count against him 
and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
[3] When I kept silent, 
my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 
[4] For day and night 
your hand was heavy upon me; 



my strength was sapped 
as in the heat of summer. 
Selah 
[5] Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not cover up my iniquity. 
I said, "I will confess 
my transgressions to the Lord"-- 
and you forgave 
the guilt of my sin. 
Selah [NIV] 

 
 
Psalm 51:1-12 
For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had 
committed adultery with Bathsheba. 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
according to your unfailing love; 
according to your great compassion 
blot out my transgressions. 
[2] Wash away all my iniquity 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
[3] For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. 
[4] Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are proved right when you speak 
and justified when you judge. 
[5] Surely I was sinful at birth, 
sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
[6] Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 
you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 
[7] Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
[8] Let me hear joy and gladness; 
let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
[9] Hide your face from my sins 
and blot out all my iniquity. 
[10] Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
[11] Do not cast me from your presence 
or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
[12] Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. [NIV] 

 
  
 
 
What is most helpful to you from these two Psalms in dealing with your past? 
 
 
 
 
What other things have you found helpful in processing your past and moving on? 
 



 
3. The Bible gives us a number of guidelines for when it’s appropriate to become involved in 
other people’s lives. Read the following verses and identify when we’re supposed to get 
involved with others and the manner in which we are to get involved. 
 
Matthew 18:15 
"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he 
listens to you, you have won your brother over. [NIV] 
 
Matthew 5:23-24 
"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, [24] leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled 
to your brother; then come and offer your gift. [NIV] 
 
Galatians 6:1-5 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But 
watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. [2] Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. [3] If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself. [4] Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without 
comparing himself to somebody else, [5] for each one should carry his own load. [NIV] 
 
 
 
 
 
Our motives are an important part of this process. What are some good motives you can think of 
for getting involved with others? What are some wrong motives for involvement? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TAKING IT HOME 
1. Is there anything in your life that you’d like prayer for that will help you face your past and 
then move on? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Is there a current situation in your life that you sense God is leading you to get more or less 
involved in? What steps do you need to take to move in that direction? 


