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Where To From Here? 

Luke 10:1-20 

 

WHAT JUST HAPPENED?  

A LOOK BACK AT THE VERY FIRST  
WEEKEND OF SERVICE 
 

  Getting Ready:  
               Luke 9:51-62 
 
 
 

   Before they went out to serve, Jesus thinned the herd. 
 
  Serving Others:  
               Luke 10:1-17/ Matthew 4:23-24/ Matthew 26:6-15 
 
 
 

   They weren’t sent out just to do good deeds. 
 
   They were sent out as Jesus’ advance team. 
 
   They focused on those who were open to their message. 
 
  Reporting Back:  
               Luke 10:17/ Acts 14:26-27/ Acts 15:1-4/ Acts 21:17-19 
 
 
 
 

WHAT MAKES AN EVENT  

LIKE THIS SO IMPORTANT? 

 

  A Surprising Response:  
               Luke 10:18-21/ Mark 8:36-38/ 1 Peter 2:10-12/ 2 Corinthians 9:11-13 
 
 
 
 

   Poverty, injustice and poor health are not life’s biggest problem. 
 
   Words without good deeds lack credibility. 
 

      Good deeds without words lack eternal impact. 
 
 
 
 

WHERE TO FROM HERE? 

 

  What Does God Want?  
               Matthew 22:36-40/ John 14:15/ Matthew 7:12  

 The  
 
 

   Genuine spirituality loves God AND our neighbor.          

       That means we need both obedience & compassion. 
 
  The Most Important Thing:  
               James 1:22-27   

 
 
 

   What we do throughout the year is far more important than anything we’ll ever do on a 

weekend. 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of May 6, 2007 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Take a look at your sermon notes and maybe even check out a few of the 

Scriptures listed on Pastor Larry’s outline.  Was there a point in the sermon, a verse, or anything 

from the Weekend of Service video clips that surprised you, motivated you, or caused you to 

think differently? 

 

 

MY STORY  

1.  Can you think of a time when somebody helped you out, served you, or met a need of yours 

that you couldn’t meet on your own?  If so, how did it feel and how did you respond?   

 

What difference, if any, did it make in your life? 

 

2.  Check any of the statements below that best describe what typically motivates you to help 

others who are in need. 

Just seeing a need   Obeying God’s call 

Feeling a tug on your heart  Feelings of obligation 

Bringing someone to faith  Being asked to help 

You relate with the need  Rewards in Heaven 

Getting something in return Other: 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  Jesus made it clear to His disciples that they should focus their efforts on spreading the 

Good News to those “who were open to their message.” Today we have the same mission as 

those early disciples.   Our job is to spread the Good News of God’s love.  Paul revealed his 

strategy to do this in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.  How should this teaching impact the way we 

minister to others? 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 

[20] To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under 

the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. [21] To those not having 

the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's 

law), so as to win those not having the law. [22] To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have 



become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. [23] I do all this for the sake 

of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. [NIV] 

What might it look like in your life to be a “slave to everyone, to win as many as possible”? 

 

Do you see any potential risks in Paul’s strategy? 

 

 

What does Jesus’ parable in Mark 4:14-20 teach us about what to expect as we go about 

this mission? 

Mark 4:14-20 

The farmer sows the word. [15] Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. 

As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. [16] Others, 

like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. [17] But since they 

have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, 

they quickly fall away. [18] Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; [19] but the 

worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke 

the word, making it unfruitful. [20] Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and 

produce a crop--thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown." [NIV] 

 

 

What are some different ways we can “sow the word”? 

 

 

2.  Throughout history, the influence of God’s people has been directly related to their love of 

God and others.  This brief summary of the noted sociologist from Princeton University, Rodney 

Stark, recognized the incredible influence of the early church.  

“Stark was puzzled at how a marginalized, persecuted, often uneducated group of people 

were able not only to survive, but thrive….He concludes that a key reason was their 

willingness to sacrifice themselves out of love for each other and for their world. This 

sacrifice released an explosion of light and heat the world had never known.” - Shaunti 

Feldhahn 

 

What’s your initial reaction to this quote? 

 

 

 



 

What does Jesus’ command in John 13:34-35 add to your understanding of what kind of 

love it takes to reach others? 

John 13:34-35 

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. [35] By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

[NIV] 

 

What difference can it make when a community of believers shows love for each other? 

 

 

3. Part of loving our neighbor means having compassion for those who are in need.  How would 

you rate yourself on a compassion scale of  

1-10?  (My rating = ______.)  Now read the following verses about God’s compassion and write 

down how each passage might help you improve or sustain your rating? 

Micah 7:18-19 
Who is a God like you, 
who pardons sin and forgives the transgression 
of the remnant of his inheritance? 
You do not stay angry forever 
but delight to show mercy. 
[19] You will again have compassion on us; 
you will tread our sins underfoot 
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. [NIV] 
 

Jonah 3:1-10 

    Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: [2] "Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you." 

    [3] Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very 

important city--a visit required three days. [4] On the first day, Jonah started into the city. 

He proclaimed: "Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned." [5] The Ninevites 

believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on 

sackcloth. 

    [6] When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his 

royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. [7] Then he issued a 

proclamation in Nineveh: 

    "By the decree of the king and his nobles: 



    Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 

[8] But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. 

Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. [9] Who knows? God may yet relent 

and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish." 

    [10] When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had 

compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. [NIV] 

 

Jonah was not able to see God’s compassion and let it shape his life.  Check out Jonah 

4:1-3.  What things in your life could keep you from being a more compassionate person?  

Jonah 4:1-3 

    But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. [2] He prayed to the Lord, "O Lord, is 

this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I 

knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a 

God who relents from sending calamity. [3] Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me 

to die than to live." [NIV] 

 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

“What we do throughout the year is far more important than anything we’ll ever do on a 

weekend.”  Take some time to think and pray about where we go from here and how we can 

continue to do what God wants us to do.  Jot down some of your ideas here. 

 

 


