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HOW THE PROMISED LAND BECAME 

A SPIRITUAL WASTELAND 

 

A GOOD START: 

Rising Up To The Challenge  

Judges 1:1-19 / Genesis 49:8-9 / Deuteronomy 8:1-9 / Joshua 23:6-11 / Genesis 15:16 

 
 

   Listen closely to God in times of transition.  
 
 
   Testing reveals what is actually in your heart.  
 
 
   With many of God’s promises, there is still work to be done.  

 
A WEAK FINISH:  

Backing Down From The Challenge 

Judges 1:20-36 / Deuteronomy 7:17-24 / Isaiah 42:16-17 / James 4:17 / Philippians 3:12-14 

 

 
   Half-hearted obedience leads to long-term disasters.  
 
 
   Sometimes God’s timing and progress is gradual.  

 
 
   If you are on the right track, don’t quit.  

 
WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT ALL OF THIS? 

Judges 2:1-10 / Genesis 3:9 / 1 Kings 19:9 / Jonah 4:10-11 / Matthew 6:27 / 2 Corinthians 7:10 

 
   God uses questions to sharpen our thinking.  
 
 
   God desires more for us than just a shallow faith.  



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of April 13, 2008 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back over your sermon notes from How The Promised Land Became 

A Spiritual Wasteland, what was most challenging, helpful or interesting to you? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1. Can you think of a time growing up when you disobeyed your parents and got caught? What 

was your reaction to getting caught and what were the consequences? 

 

 

2. When you’re facing adversity, what are some of the most important things for your closest 

friends to know how best to support you in that season?  

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1. God doesn’t ask us to wholeheartedly obey Him just because He is God. He gives us a 

number of reasons why obedience is the best thing for us. Read each of the following verses 

and identify the reason it gives for obeying God. 

Galatians 6:7-8  

    Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. [8] The one who 

sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to 

please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. [NIV] 

Hebrews 12:7-11  

    Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by 

his father? [8] If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are 

illegitimate children and not true sons. [9] Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of 

our spirits and live! [10] Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 

disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. [11] No discipline seems pleasant 

at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for 

those who have been trained by it. [NIV] 

2 Corinthians 5:10  



    For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is 

due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. [NIV] 

Psalm 119:1-2  

    Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, 
        who walk according to the law of the Lord.  
    [2] Blessed are they who keep his statutes 
        and seek him with all their heart. [NIV] 
 

 

Which of these do you find most motivating to you? Which is least motivating? 

 

What does Matthew 6:1-5 say about wrong motivations for obeying God? 

Matthew 6:1-5  

    "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, 

you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  

    [2] "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have 

received their reward in full. [3] But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, [4] so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who 

sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  

    [5] "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received 

their reward in full. [NIV] 

 

 

 

2. King Saul is an example of someone who demonstrated half-hearted obedience. In 1 Samuel 

15, we read about God giving him a mission that he failed to carry out completely. Because of 

that, God sent the prophet Samuel to confront him. Read 1 Samuel 15:6-26 and answer the 

questions below. 

1 Samuel 15:6-26  

    Then he said to the Kenites, "Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I do not destroy you along with 

them; for you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt." So the Kenites 

moved away from the Amalekites.  

    [7] Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, to the east of Egypt. [8] He 

took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. [9] But Saul 

and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs--everything that 



was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak 

they totally destroyed.  

    [10] Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: [11] "I am grieved that I have made Saul king, 

because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions." Samuel was troubled, and 

he cried out to the Lord all that night. 

    [12] Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, "Saul has gone to 

Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal."  

    [13] When Samuel reached him, Saul said, "The Lord bless you! I have carried out the Lord's 

instructions."  

    [14] But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that 

I hear?"  

    [15] Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep 

and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but we totally destroyed the rest."  

    [16] "Stop!" Samuel said to Saul. "Let me tell you what the Lord said to me last night." 

    "Tell me," Saul replied.  

    [17] Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of 

the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. [18] And he sent you on a mission, saying, 

'Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped 

them out.' [19] Why did you not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the 

eyes of the Lord?"  

    [20] "But I did obey the Lord," Saul said. "I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely 

destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. [21] The soldiers took sheep and cattle from 

the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at 

Gilgal."  

    [22] But Samuel replied: 
    "Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
        as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
    To obey is better than sacrifice, 
        and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  
    [23] For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 
        and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 
    Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 
        he has rejected you as king." 
  

    [24] Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated the Lord's command and your instructions. I 

was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. [25] Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with 

me, so that I may worship the Lord."  

    [26] But Samuel said to him, "I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the Lord, and 

the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel!" [NIV] 

 

 

 



 

 

How do Saul’s actions demonstrate his half-hearted obedience? 

 

 

In what ways does Saul try to justify his actions? 

 

 

Can you think of any ways Christians might be tempted to partially obey God’s commands 

in their employment, finances, sexuality, or some other area of life? 

 

 

 

3. We heard this weekend that if you’re on the right track, don’t quit even when you’re facing 

challenges, hardships, and trials. God has a way of meeting us in the midst of those challenges. 

What encouragement do you find in the following passages for continuing to trust and follow 

God even when the going gets tough? 

Matthew 11:28-30  

    "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. [30] For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." [NIV] 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4  

    Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 

the God of all comfort, [4] who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those 

in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. [NIV] 

2 Corinthians 1:8-11  

    We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the 

province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that 

we despaired even of life. [9] Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this 

happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. [10] He 

has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our 

hope that he will continue to deliver us, [11] as you help us by your prayers. Then many will 

give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of 

many. [NIV] 

 

 



 

Can you think of any times in your life when you experienced the rest, comfort or hope 

talked about in these verses?  

 

 

TAKING IT HOME   

1. Can you think of any situations in your own life where you may be tempted to partially obey 

God’s commands? 

 

 

 

What are some steps you can take to keep from giving in to this temptation?  

 

 

 

2. Looking back on Digging Deeper Question 3, is there an area in your life that you’d like to 

experience more of God’s rest, comfort or hope? 

 

 

 

How would you like your Growth Group to pray for you in this regard? 

 


