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RANDOM THOUGHTS 

FROM A RANDOM STORY 

 

A RANDOM STORY: 

Judges 9 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOME RANDOM THOUGHTS: 
1 Corinthians 15:33, John 10:10, Proverbs 13:20, Psalm 1:1-3 

 
 ●  If you don’t listen now, you might not be able to hear later. 
 
  
 ●  Choose wisely who and what you follow now, because it will 
    determine where you end up later. 
 
 
 ●  Eventually . . . evil always devours its own.  
           
 
 ●  Eventually . . . God will give you exactly what you want. 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of May 11, 2008 

 
 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back at this week’s teaching on “Random Thoughts from a Random 

Story” was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?  

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  After participating in the tent meetings last week, what are your thoughts and impressions of 

the evening?  (If you were unable to attend you can still get tickets to participate @ 

www.northcoastchurch.com.)  

 

 

 

2.  How do you know if you’re listening to God? 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  Most of us believe that there’s nothing wrong with gaining more power and influence. Yet this 

week we saw how Abimelech’s thirst for power resulted in his demise.  God’s remedy on how to 

avoid this kind of downfall is somewhat counter-intuitive – it’s not to become powerless, but 

rather to redirect our focus on what to be strong or powerful in.  As you read Matthew 20:24-28, 

how does Jesus redirect the focus of how our “power” should be applied? 

Matthew 20:24-28  

    When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. [25] Jesus called 

them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

high officials exercise authority over them. [26] Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 

become great among you must be your servant, [27] and whoever wants to be first must be your 

slave-- [28] just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many." [NIV] 

 

 

Can you think of any settings or situations at home, work or socially that you wish you 

had more power to apply what Jesus is telling us? 

http://www.northcoastchurch.com/


 

How might putting into action 2 Timothy 1:7 help strengthen your ability to serve as 

Jesus calls you to? 

2 Timothy 1:7  

    For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. [NIV] 

 

 

 

2.  The Israelites and Abimelech ended up in a disastrous situation because of their failure to 

listen to God. How would putting the following verses into action help you determine if you’re 

listening to God’s guidance in your life? 

Proverbs 28:13-14  
    He who conceals his sins does not prosper, 
        but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 
    [14] Blessed is the man who always fears the Lord, 
        but he who hardens his heart falls into trouble. [NIV] 
 

Hebrews 3:13  

    But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be 

hardened by sin's deceitfulness. [NIV] 

2 Timothy 2:15  

    Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to 

be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. [NIV] 

 

 

Which one of these verses do you find most helpful to tune into God’s voice?  Explain. 

 

 

3.  We’ve all experienced the power of our words – for good or bad. This week we saw what 

happened to “Gaal the son of Ebed” when he let his words run wild.  When it comes to our 

speech and what we say, what guidelines are given in the Scriptures below? 

Ephesians 4:15  

    Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that 

is, Christ. [NIV] 

 



 

Proverbs 3:27  

    Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 

        when it is in your power to act. [NIV] 

Proverbs 15:23  

    A man finds joy in giving an apt reply-- 

        and how good is a timely word! [NIV] 

Proverbs 15:30  

    A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, 

        and good news gives health to the bones. [NIV] 

 

 

Which one is most important for you to remember and why? 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

Looking back at this week’s teaching and study, was there anything in particular that you want 

to remember or apply? 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUEST: 

 


