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CROOKED STICKS AND STRAIGHT LINES 

 

ANOTHER WEIRD STORY: 

Judges 11:1-12:7 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A FEW POINTS TO PONDER: 

 
 ●  Don’t confuse being used by God, with being approved by God. 
 
      Giftedness doesn’t equal spirituality. 
 
      Success doesn’t mean I’m right with God. 

 
 
 ●  God doesn’t always clean up our messes. 
 
 
 ●  A real team player cheers from the bench. 
 
 

WHAT IT MEANS FOR US: 

 
 ►  Our primary purpose is to make God look good. 
 
 
 ►  Hiding your past means limiting your potential. 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of May 25, 2008 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back at the scriptures and stories that Pastor Chris dug into this week was 

there anything that really got you thinking, questioning or writing lots of notes?    

 

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  This week’s message made it clear that “God can draw straight lines with crooked sticks.”  Can you 

think of a time when you felt like God was using you despite your weaknesses, fears or limitations?  It 

could be something really big and significant or something smaller and unnoticed.    

  

 

 

 

2.  Put yourself in this scenario:  You have a friend who has recently stepped over the line and given 

Jesus the steering wheel of his life.  He’s really excited about an opportunity to share his testimony with 

others and wants to make “God look good.”  He asks you about the rough spots in his past and a few of 

the “skeletons in his closet.”  What could be some guidelines to give him on sharing or hiding the details 

of his past?    

 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  Pastor Chris pointed out that our primary purpose and reason for being here is to make God look 

good.  This might sound to some like God has a reputation problem and needs our help to look good in 

the eyes of His creation.  How can the following verses help us understand that God doesn’t need us to 

manage His image?   

Colossians 1:16  

    For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. [NIV] 
 
Romans 9:20-21  

    But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 
'Why did you make me like this?' " [21] Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same 
lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? [NIV] 
 



 
 
Psalm 19:1-4  
For the director of music. A psalm of David. 
      The heavens declare the glory of God; 
        the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  
    [2] Day after day they pour forth speech; 
        night after night they display knowledge.  
    [3] There is no speech or language 
        where their voice is not heard.  
    [4] Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
        their words to the ends of the world. 
     In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, [NIV] 
 
Job 38:1-7  
    Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm. He said: 
    [2] "Who is this that darkens my counsel 
        with words without knowledge?  
    [3] Brace yourself like a man; 
        I will question you, 
        and you shall answer me. 
    [4] "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? 
        Tell me, if you understand.  
    [5] Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 
        Who stretched a measuring line across it?  
    [6] On what were its footings set, 
        or who laid its cornerstone--  
    [7] while the morning stars sang together 
        and all the angels shouted for joy? [NIV] 
 

 

What rationale and encouragement can you find in these passages and Matthew 5:14-16 to spend 

your life making God look good? 

Matthew 5:14-16  

    "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Neither do people light a 

lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 

and praise your Father in heaven. [NIV] 

 

 

2. This week’s sermon showed us that we can’t judge our closeness with God by simply looking at how 

successful we are in life.  However, the Bible does give us some key indicators.  According to John 15:1-5 

and 1 John 2:3-6, 9 what are some telltale signs that we really are “right with God” and walking with Him?   

John 15:1-5  

    "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. [2] He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 

fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. [3] You are 

already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. [4] Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No 



branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 

me.  

    [5] "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 

apart from me you can do nothing. [NIV] 

1 John 2:3-6  

    We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. [4] The man who says, "I know 

him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. [5] But if anyone obeys his 

word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: [6] Whoever claims to 

live in him must walk as Jesus did. [NIV] 

1 John 2:9  

 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. [NIV] 

 

 

Colossians 3:12-14 and Matthew 5:43-47 help us zoom in and see some specific actions and 

attitudes that are further evidence of our relationship with God.  Which of the things listed in these 

passages are most important for you to implement?  Which are most challenging? 

Colossians 3:12-14  

    Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. [13] Bear with each other and forgive whatever 

grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. [14] And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. [NIV] 

Matthew 5:43-47  

    "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' [44] But I tell you: 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, [45] that you may be sons of your Father 

in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 

the unrighteous. [46] If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 

collectors doing that? [47] And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than 

others? Do not even pagans do that? [NIV] 

 

 

 

 

3. It’s easy for us to look at the people from Ephraim who were “complaining from the bench” and criticize 

them for being all about the credit and fame.  Paul had many reasons for being all about those same 

things in his ministry and yet his attitude was much different.  What does Paul’s writing in Philippians 3:4-

11 tell us about his true priorities? 

Philippians 3:4-11  

    though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 



    If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: [5] circumcised on the 

eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a 

Pharisee; [6] as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  

    [7] But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. [8] What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 

sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ [9] and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the 

righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. [10] I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, [11] and so, 

somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. [NIV] 

 

 

What does Philippians 2:5-8 show you about the source of Paul’s attitude? 

Philippians 2:5-8  
    Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
    [6] Who, being in very nature God, 
        did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
    [7] but made himself nothing, 
        taking the very nature of a servant, 
        being made in human likeness.  
    [8] And being found in appearance as a man, 
        he humbled himself 
        and became obedient to death-- 
            even death on a cross! [NIV] 
 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

As you think about God using “crooked” or even ordinary “sticks” to do His work, check out what the 

religious leaders of the day said about a couple of Jesus’ followers: “When they saw the courage of Peter 

and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note 

that these men had been with Jesus.” – Acts 4:13. 

 

Are you in a place where you could use some more time with Jesus in your life? 

 

 

Are there any other action steps from this week’s message or homework that you would like to apply to 

your life? 

 


