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THEOLOGY MADE SIMPLE 

 
 

 

 

THE WHO, WHAT, WHERE & WHEN: 

Colossians 1:1-2 
 
 

  The Apostle: 
 

 

  The Town: 
 

 

BIG WORDS MADE SIMPLE: 

Colossians 1:3-5  

 

Where we are in Christ is far more important than where we are in life. 
John 15:1-12 

 
 
 Faith is:  Belief, trust and obedience. 

Hebrews 11:1-6, Mark 1:15, 9:7, Luke 8:12-13, Matthew 7:24-27, Romans 10:17, James 2:14-19, Ephesians 2:8-10 

 
 Love is:  A decision and action, not just an emotion. 
 Matthew 25:34-40, Luke 6:27-36, 10:25-37, John 13:35, 15:12, 1 John 4:19-21 

   
Hope is:  Confidence based on God’s character and promises . 

 Romans 15:13, 2 Thessalonians 2:16, Romans 8:24-25, Hebrews 6:13-20  

 
   

GETTING REAL: 

John 15:1-12  

 

►  What do I trust in most? 
 
►  What is my life based on? 
 
►  How do I measure success? 

 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of January 13, 2008 

 

Welcome back to the winter quarter of Growth Groups!  This quarter will conclude the week of March 16.  
At this week’s meeting, along with the homework, you’ll share a potluck meal and review your Growth 
Group Covenant together.  With that in mind, the homework has been abbreviated. Have a great quarter! 

 

 
MY STORY 

1.  What are you more like?  (Circle your preference.) 
  
 Sprinter or Distance Runner 
 Cheese Pizza or Supreme  

Magnifying Glass or Telescope 
 A Ride or A Walk 
 Rustic Cabin or Fancy Resort 
 Action Movie or Comedy 
 Rushing Rapid or Placid Lake 
 Bridge or Tower 
 Mall or Costco 
 Dirt or Street 
  
 
2.   How did this week’s sermon add, change or confirm your definition of faith, hope or love? 
 
 
 
3.  From this weekend’s teaching, was there a statement, point or insight that was particularly helpful, 
challenging or confusing to you personally? 
  
 
  
DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  This week we heard how it’s more important to know where we are “in Christ” than where we are “in 
life.”   How do the following verses help us know what it means to live “in Christ”? Can you think of any 
present day examples of these verses in action? 
 
Galatians 2:20  
    I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. [NIV] 
 
Ephesians 2:10  
    For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. [NIV] 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20  
    Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! [18] All this 
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: [19] 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. [20] We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. [NIV] 
 



 

2.  How do the following verses further your understanding of what it looks like to “live out” faith, hope and 

love?   

Philippians 1:9-11  

    And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 

[10] so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of 

Christ, [11] filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of 

God. [NIV] 

Titus 3:4-8  

    But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, [5] he saved us, not because of righteous 

things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal 

by the Holy Spirit, [6] whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, [7] so that, 

having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. [8] This is a 

trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be 

careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for 

everyone. [NIV] 

1 Thessalonians 1:3  

    We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted 

by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. [NIV] 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  Chris challenged us in this weekend’s teaching to examine our priorities in three areas.  Looking back 

at those three questions, is there any priority that might cause you to focus more on where you are “in 

life” than who you are “in Christ”? 

 

 

2.  Looking back at this week’s teaching and study we saw that being “in Christ” is having faith, hope and 

love.  Which of these three would you most like to develop this next quarter?   

 

 

 

3.  What do you hope to get out of your time in Growth Group this next quarter? 

 

 



Bonus Challenge:  As we begin our new series in Colossians, you might want to consider reading a 

chapter a week or even the entire book in one sitting.  There are only four chapters. 


