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THE GOSPEL MADE SIMPLE 
 

 

 

WHO JESUS IS: 

Colossians 1:15-20, Philippians 2:5-11 

 
  Image: 
 

  Firstborn: 
 

  Fullness: 
 

   Jesus Claimed To:    
   John 5:18, 8:58-59, 10:30-38, 12:45, 14:7-10, 16:15, 17:11-22… 
   Matthew 5:17-44, Mark 13:31, John 6:63, 14:24, 8:51, 14:23 
   Matthew 8:27, 28:18, Mark 1:27, John 5:27 
   Matthew 7:21-23, Luke 12:8-9, John 3:14-19, 5:22-27, 6:40, 8:12, 10:7-21, 14:6 
   Mark 2:5-7, Luke 5:20-24 
 

      
       
 

      
       
 

      
        
 

      
       
 

      
       

   Two Proofs: 
   John 5:17-22, 10:33, 10:20, 8:48, Matthew 12:22-26 
      

      
 
 

      
 

WHAT JESUS DID: 

Colossians 1:21-22  

 

Reconciled: 
   

WHAT WE DO: 

Colossians 1:23  

 

We have a choice to make. 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of January 27, 2008 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back at this week’s teaching on The Gospel Made Simple, was there anything 

that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?  

 

MY STORY 

1.  How was the description of Jesus, from this weekend’s teaching, the same or different from how you 

think a person on the street would describe Jesus? 

 

 

2.  Think back to what has drawn you or is drawing you to follow Christ now.  How would you describe 

that in your own words or using the list below? 

His love for me     Friend’s example of God’s love 

Conviction of sin   Fear of death 

Purpose in life    Other 

God’s grace    Need for forgiveness 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  This week we saw that Paul used strong words such as “enemies” and “alienated” to describe the 

Colossian’s spiritual condition (and ours) before they knew Christ (Colossians 1:21).   

Colossians 1:21  

    Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 

[NIV] 

 

How do the following verses reinforce and further describe who we are before we know Christ?   

 

Romans 1:18-25  

    The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men 

who suppress the truth by their wickedness, [19] since what may be known about God is plain to them, 

because God has made it plain to them. [20] For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--



his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 

made, so that men are without excuse.  

    [21] For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their 

thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. [22] Although they claimed to be wise, they 

became fools [23] and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man 

and birds and animals and reptiles.  

    [24] Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 

degrading of their bodies with one another. [25] They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 

and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. [NIV] 

Romans 8:7-8  

    the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. [8] Those controlled 

by the sinful nature cannot please God. [NIV] 

Titus 3:3  

    At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 

pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. [NIV] 

 

Is there anything in these verses that might be difficult to believe or understand?  If so, explain. 

 

 

Why might it be important to know and understand this? 

 

2.  Fortunately God hasn’t left us to live a life destined to be separated from Him. When any of us make 

a commitment to follow Christ, some incredible things begin and continue to happen to us spiritually.  

As you read these verses below in Romans, write down what Paul (the writer of Romans and the book of 

Colossians) saw as important to understand about the transformation that happens as a person follows 

Christ.    

Romans 7:24-25  
    What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? [25] Thanks be to God--
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
    So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 
[NIV] 
 
Romans 8:1-2  
    Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, [2] because through Christ 
Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. [NIV] 
 
Romans 8:5  
    Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but 
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. [NIV] 
 
 



 
 
Romans 8:12-13  
    Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 
[13] For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
misdeeds of the body, you will live, [NIV] 
 
Romans 8:15  
    For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." [NIV] 
 

 

Which of these have you experienced in your own journey with Christ?  Is there one you forget more 

than the others?  Why would these be important to remember your whole life? 

 

 

3.  There’s always going to be a battle to do things our way or the way God’s Spirit is leading.  What 

further help does Paul’s words in Colossians 1:22-23 offer to this ongoing dilemma we face?  How do 

you deal with the conditions that are set? 

Colossians 1:22-23  

    But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 

without blemish and free from accusation-- [23] if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not 

moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 

proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. [NIV] 

 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

Looking back at this week’s teaching and study, what’s most important for you when it comes to 

remembering your need for Jesus and to live your life for Him? 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests: 


