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Big Hat, No Cattle 
Acts 4:32-5:11 

 
 
 

A STRANGE DAY AT THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 
 

  ► Selling & Sharing 
             Acts 4:32-37 
 

    Remember the book of Acts is descriptive not prescriptive! 
                           Acts 5:6-7 & 11/ Matthew 21:18-20, Acts 1:8 & Acts 8:1/ Acts 2:42-47 

 
 
 
 
 

  ► Big Hat, No Cattle – Big Gift, No Reward          Acts 5:1-

11  
 
 
 

 

 

TWO THINGS TO REMEMBER 

 

    When the Holy Spirit shows up, generosity breaks out. 
                    Proverbs 29:7/ Proverbs 28:22/ 2 Corinthians 8:1-4 & Luke 21:1-4 

 
 
 
    We get to pick our reward – so choose wisely.  
                   Matthew 6:1-21/ Acts 4:36-37 & Luke 21:1-4 
  
 
 

TWO THINGS TO AVOID LIKE THE PLAGUE 
 

    Pretending 

                  Proverbs 12:9 & 13:7  

 
 
 
    Projecting 
                  Acts 5:4/ 2 Corinthians 9:7-8 & Romans 14:4/ Proverbs 21:20 
 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of August 31, 2008 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 

1.  This weekend we saw the critical mistake Ananias and Sapphira made when they tried to impress 

everyone with their generosity. Obviously, it’s not a mistake any of us would want to make – especially 

knowing what happened to the two of them! Read I Timothy 6:6-10 and Matthew 6:25-34 and then jot 

down what they tell us about the desire to impress people and the pursuit of recognition. 

1 Timothy 6:6-10  

    But godliness with contentment is great gain. [7] For we brought nothing into the world, and we can 

take nothing out of it. [8] But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. [9] People who 

want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men 

into ruin and destruction. [10] For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for 

money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. [NIV] 

Matthew 6:25-34  

    "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 

you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? [26] Look 

at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more valuable than they? [27] Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to 

his life?  

    [28] "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or 

spin. [29] Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. [30] If that 

is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he 

not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? [31] So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What 

shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' [32] For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that you need them. [33] But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well. [34] Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 

about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. [NIV] 

 

 

2.  Generosity is a natural outflow of the Holy Spirit. Yet, when we talk about generosity, at times there 

can be confusion about the appropriate motivation behind it and God’s view of it. As you read 2 

Corinthians 9:6-15, what insights do you gain about generosity, especially its motivation and purpose?   

2 Corinthians 9:6-15  

    Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously. [7] Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 



or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 

so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. [9] As it is 

written: 

    "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; 

        his righteousness endures forever." 

[10] Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store 

of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be made rich in every way so that 

you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 

God.  

    [12] This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also 

overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. [13] Because of the service by which you have proved 

yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of 

Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. [14] And in their prayers for 

you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. [15] Thanks be to 

God for his indescribable gift! [NIV] 

 

 

What are some ways you can be generous besides financially?  Is there any area you might 

sense the Holy Spirit motivating you to be more generous? 

 

 

3.  What guidance does 2 Peter 1:3-9 give us about focusing on developing godly character as a top 

priority? Is there anything in these verses that you’d like to work on “adding to your faith”? 

2 Peter 1:3-9  

    His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him 

who called us by his own glory and goodness. [4] Through these he has given us his very great and 

precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the 

corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

    [5] For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; [6] and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 

godliness; [7] and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. [8] For if you possess 

these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, 

and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. [NIV] 


