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The New Normal 
Acts 5:12-42 

 
 

LIVING THE PARADOX 

Power & Persecution? 
Acts 5:12-42 
 
 

 

 

 

 

HOW DO WE GET TO 5:41? 

Five Things We Need To Know & Remember . . . 
 

    Unrealistic expectations = disappointment with God. 
    John 10:10/ Matthew 10:22 & Luke 6:22-23/ Acts 14:21-22/ 2 Corinthians 4:17 

 
 
 
 
    The battle is real and dangerous. 
                    2 Corinthians 4:4/ 1 Peter 5:8-10/ Acts 5:40-41/ Acts 12:1-3              

  
 
 
 
    God’s power shows up on God’s timetable.  
    Acts 5:15-16 & Acts 28:1-10/ 1 Corinthians 12:6-11/ Mark 6:4-6 & 1 Timothy 5:23 

   
 
 
 
    Lots of things don’t make sense – yet.  
                   Deuteronomy 29:29/ Hebrews 11:6-8 

   
 
 
 
   We always get the grace we need when we need it. 
                   Acts 5:41/1 Corinthians 10:13  

 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of September 7, 2008 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 

1.  This week we were reminded that we shouldn’t be surprised when we experience setbacks, hardship 

or even persecution. Like us, many of the Israelites had some unrealistic expectations. Theirs were 

centered on what it would take to claim the Promised Land as their own. Read Numbers 13:25–14:4 and 

then jot down how you think their response to this situation would have been different if they had taken to 

heart Joshua 1:6-9. 

Numbers 13:25-14:4  

    At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land.  

    [26] They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert 

of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 

[27] They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with 

milk and honey! Here is its fruit. [28] But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified 

and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. [29] The Amalekites live in the Negev; the 

Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the 

Jordan."  

    [30] Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of 

the land, for we can certainly do it."  

    [31] But the men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than 

we are." [32] And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They 

said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. [33] 

We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like 

grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them."  

    [14:1] That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. [2] All the 

Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died 

in Egypt! Or in this desert! [3] Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our 

wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" [4] And they 

said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." [NIV] 

Joshua 1:6-9  

    "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 

forefathers to give them. [7] Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 

Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 

go. [8] Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. [9] Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 

your God will be with you wherever you go." [NIV] 

 

 



What would it look like to put 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 into practice?   

How can this short passage help us have more realistic expectations? 

 

1 Corinthians 16:13-14  

    Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. [14] Do everything in 

love. [NIV] 

 

 

2.  Acts 5:41 gives us a snapshot of trusting God and actually praising him regardless of circumstances.  

How can the following passages add to your understanding of what it means to trust God and move 

closer to the kind of faith shown in Acts 5:41? 

Acts 5:41  

    The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering 

disgrace for the Name. [NIV] 

 

Jeremiah 17:7-8  

    "But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 

        whose confidence is in him.  

    [8] He will be like a tree planted by the water 

        that sends out its roots by the stream. 

    It does not fear when heat comes; 

        its leaves are always green. 

    It has no worries in a year of drought 

        and never fails to bear fruit." [NIV] 

  

Nahum 1:7  

    The Lord is good, 

        a refuge in times of trouble. 

    He cares for those who trust in him, [NIV] 

Mark 6:45-56  

    Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, 

while he dismissed the crowd. [46] After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  

    [47] When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. [48] 

He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth 

watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, [49] but 

when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, [50] because 

they all saw him and were terrified. 

    Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." [51] Then he 

climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, [52] for 

they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.  

    [53] When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. [54] As soon 

as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. [55] They ran throughout that whole region 

and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. [56] And wherever he went--into 

villages, towns or countryside--they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let 

them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed. [NIV] 

 



3.  Accepting our “New Normal” means continuing to trust and follow Christ even when we’re facing 

unavoidable or unwanted changes.  What was the “New Normal” for the man in Mark 5:1-20?  What 

mission was he given? 

Mark 5:1-20  

    They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. [2] When Jesus got out of the boat, a man 

with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. [3] This man lived in the tombs, and no one could 

bind him any more, not even with a chain. [4] For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore 

the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. [5] Night and 

day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.  

    [6] When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. [7] He shouted at 

the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that 

you won't torture me!" [8] For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!"  

    [9] Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" 

    "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." [10] And he begged Jesus again and again not to 

send them out of the area.  

    [11] A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. [12] The demons begged Jesus, "Send us 

among the pigs; allow us to go into them." [13] He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out 

and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the 

lake and were drowned.  

    [14] Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went 

out to see what had happened. [15] When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been 

possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. [16] 

Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man--and told about 

the pigs as well. [17] Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.  

    [18] As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with 

him. [19] Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has 

done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." [20] So the man went away and began to tell in the 

Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. [NIV] 

 

Can you think of a “New Normal” that you have had to face and come to grips with?  Of the five 

points Larry mentioned in the message as being important to know and remember, is there one that 

has (or would have) made the most difference in your response to the situation?  

 


