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Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner? 
Acts 8:1-11:18 

 
 

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO OUR CHURCH? 

Matthew 9:10-13/ 1 Corinthians 6:9-11/ 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 
 

   The people Jesus keeps inviting: Sinners  
 

   The kind of people who are already here: Sinners 
 

   The weird irony: Some of us think sinners are the enemy! 

 
FOUR SURPRISE INVITEES TO THE EARLY CHURCH 
 

   A group of spiritual half-breeds called Samaritans. 
         Acts 8:1-25/ John 4:1-22/ Acts 1:8  

 
   An Ethiopian eunuch . 
                Acts 8:26-40/ Deuteronomy 23:1             

  
   An arch-enemy named Saul.  
            Acts 9:1-31/ Acts 7:55-8:3   
 
   A gentile pig named Cornelius.  
                Acts 10:1-11:18 

  
LESSONS FOR TODAY 

 

   If we hide in our holy huddles – God will break them up. 
         Acts 1:8 & 8:1-4/ Matthew 5:13-16/ Acts 11:19-21 

 
 
 
   Never treat God’s enemies as an enemy. 
                2 Timothy 2:24-26/ 1 Corinthians 6:9-11             

 
 
 
   Reach out to broken people & you’ll find beautiful people. 

                Matthew 9:10-13/ 1 Corinthians 6:9-11  



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of September 21, 2008 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1.  If you had to watch one television program for one hour every day for one week and it 

couldn’t be ESPN (sorry sports fans) what would it be and why? 

 

 

2.  Growing up, can you think of a time when you saw someone who was usually on the fringe 

accepted or included because of the efforts of one person reaching out?  

 

 

 

3.  This week’s sermon was titled “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?”  Was there any one point, 

comment or verse that particularly challenged or confused you or caught your attention?   

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  It’s no surprise that it can be challenging to reach out to or accept those who are different or 

have a belief system contrary to our own. Read 1 Timothy 1:12-16. How does the Apostle Paul’s 

understanding of his past and what God did for him impact his viewpoint of others?  

1 Timothy 1:12-16  

    I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, 

appointing me to his service. [13] Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. [14] The grace of 

our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ 

Jesus.  

    [15] Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. [16] But for that very reason I was shown mercy 

so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an 

example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. [NIV] 

2. Living alongside those who are opposing God can be tricky. How do we honor God and reach 

out at the same time? Daniel is an amazing example of someone who did just that. He found 



himself in a situation where the government system and ruler were completely opposed to God. 

As you read part of Daniel’s story in Daniel 6:1-5 what are some of the ways he continued to 

have influence in this kind of hostile environment? 

Daniel 6:1-5  

    It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, [2] with three 

administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to 

them so that the king might not suffer loss. [3] Now Daniel so distinguished himself among 

the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set 

him over the whole kingdom. [4] At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find 

grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were 

unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and 

neither corrupt nor negligent. [5] Finally these men said, "We will never find any basis for 

charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God." 

[NIV] 

 

 

Can you think of what it would look like for a person to have influence like Daniel in a 

modern-day workplace, school or home that is closed off to God and His plan? 

 

 

3.   What instructions does Jesus give us in Matthew 5:43-46 when it comes to inviting and 

welcoming everyone to the “dinner”?   

Matthew 5:43-46  

    "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' [44] But I tell 

you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, [45] that you may be sons of 

your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on 

the righteous and the unrighteous. [46] If you love those who love you, what reward will you 

get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? [NIV] 

 

 

 

What are some potential reasons that make it difficult to follow these instructions?   

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 



Looking back at this week’s message and study what point do you feel is most important for you 

to remember and why? 

Prayer is an important part of being in Growth Group.   

Over the years we've found that group  

prayer goes better when we follow three simple guidelines.   

Group prayer goes best when... 

WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME - Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request 
either before prayer begins or during the prayer time.  Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses 
on that request alone.  Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next topic. 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE - Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, each person is 
encouraged to pray several times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray 
about.  No one is required to pray. 

WE KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE - Group prayer goes better when members keep 

their prayers short and to the point.  When someone prays for a long time, it's hard for the other 
members to stay focused and long prayers tend to intimidate those who are just learning to pray out 
loud in a group.  No one’s required to pray out loud.  

 


