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 The Truth About God’s Will 

Acts 16 

 

A TOUGH START TO A 2
ND

 TRIP! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RANDOM LESSONS FROM A TOUGH START: 

 

When it comes to our journey, everyone counts. 
  Acts 16:1-2, 10, 17-18, 1 Corinthians 15:33, Psalm 1:1, Proverbs 13:20 

 
There will always be opportunities – find them. 

  Acts 16:1-2, 10, 13-15, 27-34, Ephesians 5:15-17, Colossians 4:5-6 

 

God’s purpose is more important than our rights. 
  Acts 16:37, Romans 12:1-2, Matthew 26:42, James 4:13-17 

 

 

GOD’S WILL IS: 

 
Not as clear as we think. 

  Acts 16:6-8 

 
Not always the easiest path, or the most popular. 

  Acts 16:19-24 

 

More about who we are, than where we are. 
  Acts 12:25 

 

All about obedience in the little things. 
  Acts 16:10, 13, 18, 25, 27-31,40 

 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of November 16, 2008 

 
 

QUICK REVIEW:  Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching on The Truth About God’s Will in 

Acts 16, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?  

 

 

MY STORY 

1. Paul had no idea that his traveling companions would eventually play such an important role in church 

history. Can you think of any “traveling companions” in your life that may have much greater potential 

than you could imagine right now?  Can you think of any ways that you might encourage their 

development as an employee, student, spouse, friend or follower of Jesus? 

 

 

2. This weekend we dug into what God’s will looks like. Have you ever had a time in your life when you 

were not sure about God’s will and what you were supposed to do but now, looking back, you can see 

God’s guidance in it all along? 

 

 

3. How do you typically respond when your heart is set on something and the door just doesn’t open for 

you to go in the direction you want?   

 

 Keep on knocking 

 Break the door down 

 Look for another door that’s open 

 Give up  

 Other 
 

DIGGING DEEPER 

This week we’re going to take a look over Paul’s shoulder as he writes a letter to the church at Philippi, 

the city that Chris taught about this weekend in Acts 16. Ten years have passed since Paul first visited 

the Philippians and he is now under house arrest in Rome.  

 

1.  The book of Philippians can also be referred to as “Paul’s joy letter.” Read the following passages and 

see if you can jot down a few sources of Paul’s joy.   

Philippians 3:7-9  

    But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. [8] What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 

sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ [9] and be found in him, not 



having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the 

righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. [NIV] 

Philippians 3:17-4:1  

    Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the 

pattern we gave you. [18] For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many 

live as enemies of the cross of Christ. [19] Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and 

their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. [20] But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 

eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, [21] who, by the power that enables him to bring 

everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.  

    [4:1] Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should 

stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!  [NIV] 

Philippians 1:3-6  

    I thank my God every time I remember you. [4] In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy [5] 

because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, [6] being confident of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  [NIV] 

 

 

 

Happiness depends largely on our circumstances, but joy is more of a quiet confidence in God and 

His promises. As you look at your own life can you identify any sources of joy that have influenced 

you even when you weren’t happy? 

 

 

 

2.  This week we saw that God’s will might not be as clear as we thought and has more to do with who we 

are than where we are. In Philippians 4:4-13 Paul gives us a game plan for being in God’s will regardless 

of where we are in life.  Make a list of 3 or 4 things that we can do to be in God’s will regardless of our 

circumstances.   

Philippians 4:4-13  

    Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! [5] Let your gentleness be evident to all. 

The Lord is near. [6] Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. [7] And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

    [8] Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about 

such things. [9] Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it 

into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.  

    [10] I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you 

have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. [11] I am not saying this because I 

am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. [12] I know what it is to 

be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any 



and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. [13] I can do 

everything through him who gives me strength. [NIV] 

In verse 9, Paul tells the Philippians to put into practice what he taught and to imitate his example. 

Which of the things you listed above are most important for you to put into practice?  

 

 

 

3. Paul also gave us multiple examples of how to endure persecution and use every opportunity to 

minister to others. His letter to the Philippians was written in the midst of a bad situation. Read Philippians 

1:12-14 and 1:27-30 and jot down a few of the opportunities Paul sees in trials and suffering. 

Philippians 1:12-14  

    Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel. [13] As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that 

I am in chains for Christ. [14] Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been 

encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly. [NIV] 

Philippians 1:27-30  

    Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I 

come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, 

contending as one man for the faith of the gospel [28] without being frightened in any way by those who 

oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved--and that by 

God. [29] For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer 

for him, [30] since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

[NIV] 

 

 

When you are experiencing hard times, what does it look like to “conduct yourself in a manner worthy 

of the gospel of Christ”? 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1.  If you found yourself unjustly beaten up and sitting in a prison cell beside Paul, what would you want 

to hang onto from this week’s study? 

 

 

2.  If God’s will is all about obedience in the little things, then it would be wise of us to take a good look 

inward and ask God to help us see any little things that He would like to change. Spend a few minutes 

thinking about that and see if Good brings anything to mind. 



 

 


