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 A Tale Of Three Cities 

Acts 17 

 

THESSALONICA  

Some Days The Bad Guys Win 
 Acts 17:1-10 
 

  Don’t be surprised if the right thing brings the wrong results – temporarily.  
              Genesis 4/ Acts 14:21-22/ 1 Peter 4:12-14/ Hebrews 11:32-40/ 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 
 

  

  The purpose of predictive prophecy is recognition, not speculation. 
              1 Peter 1:10-12/ 1 Timothy 1:3-7/ Revelation 1:3 
 
 
 
 

BEREA 

Don’t Believe Everything You Hear – Even in Church! 
 Acts 17:10-14 
 
 

  Trust but verify (with scripture).  
 

 
  Beware of putting too much trust in . . .   
              Acts 17:11/ Galatians 1:8-9/ Proverbs 14:12 & 16:25 and 1 Corinthians 4:4/  2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 
 

  1) A person. 

  2) Your feelings. 

  3) Miraculous signs and wonders. 

 
 
 

ATHENS 

Some Things Never Change  
Acts 17:15-32 
 

  Then and now:  
      They considered themselves very spiritual. 

      They loved the new, novel, and trendy. 

      Tolerance was more important than truth. 

 
  Few people are ever argued into the kingdom. 
      Acts 18:1-11/ 1 Corinthians 2:1-7/ 1 Peter 3:15-16/ 2 Timothy 2:24-26 

 
  We don’t need to be a great orator or have all the answers.   
    Simply tell your story and doors will open. 



 

Food For Thought  

For the week of November 23, 2008 
(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 
This past weekend we looked at Acts 17 and we heard how the “Bad Guys Won” in the city of 
Thessalonica ….temporarily. Fortunately, tough times don’t mean God’s Spirit isn’t growing and 
changing people’s lives.  This week we’re going to take a look at the letter Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians and see how the young church not only survived, but also thrived in the midst of 
tough times.   
 
1.   Let’s start by reading 1 Thessalonians 1. What surprising good news do we hear regarding how 
God is working in the Thessalonian church in spite of the persecution they were encountering? 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
Paul, Silas and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
    Grace and peace to you. 
    [2] We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. [3] We continually 
remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, 
and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
    [4] For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, [5] because our gospel came to 
you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You 
know how we lived among you for your sake. [6] You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in 
spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. [7] And 
so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. [8] The Lord's message rang 
out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. 
Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, [9] for they themselves report what kind of 
reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
[10] and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath. [NIV] 
 
 

 
 
How does what happened in Thessalonica help you endure when God seems to not be 
winning? 

 
 
 
 
2.   Paul wanted to encourage the Thessalonians to not only survive, but also thrive in the midst of 
challenging times. What instructions does Paul give them in 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12? 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12  

    Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living.  
Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. [2] For you know what 
instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  
    [3] It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; [4] that 
each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, [5] not in 
passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; [6] and that in this matter no one should 
wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have 
already told you and warned you. [7] For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. [8] 
Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy 
Spirit.  



    [9] Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught 
by God to love each other. [10] And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet 
we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.   [11]  Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to 
mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, [12] so that your daily life 
may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. [NIV] 

 
 
 
 
 
Are any of these instructions important for you to consider when it comes to living out your 
faith as life happens? 

 
 
 
 
 
3.    What does Paul give us as our ultimate hope through tough times in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11? 
Does this help you, cause you to be more alert, affirm your hope during tough times or other? 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  
    Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, [2] for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. [3] While people are saying, "Peace and 
safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will 
not escape.  
    [4] But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. [5] You 
are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. [6] So 
then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. [7] For those 
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. [8] But since we belong to 
the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of 
salvation as a helmet. [9] For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. [10] He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live 
together with him. [11] Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you 
are doing. [NIV] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.    Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. As we enter the Thanksgiving season, take some time to thank 
God for who He is and all that you are thankful for. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
    Be joyful always; [17] pray continually; [18] give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will 
for you in Christ Jesus. [NIV] 


