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 A Strange Place To Set Up Camp 

Acts 18-19:7 

 

 

 

I HAVE TO STAY WHERE – WITH WHO? 

 

 

 ►  There’s no place like Corinth… 

 

 

 

 

 ►  Nothing to fear… 

 

 

 

 

 ►  Whatever it takes… 

 

 

 

 

 ►  Is it in you? 

 

 

 

 

ONE MORE THING TO NOTE: 

 

 

 ►  The power of a great marriage… 

 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of November 30, 2008 

 
 

Because this is the last meeting of the fall quarter, the homework is shorter than normal. Most of 

your group time will be spent sharing and observing Communion together. Our Winter Growth 

Group quarter will begin the week of January 11, 2009. Merry Christmas! 

 

QUICK REVIEW: Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching on A Strange Place To Set Up 

Camp, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?  

 

 

 

MY STORY 

1. As we enter the Christmas season, what are one or two things you look forward to the most? Are there 

any things that you’re not looking forward to? 

 

 

2. As you look back on this quarter, what are one or two things about your Growth Group experience that 

you have appreciated most? (It can be time spent together, a service project, spiritual breakthrough, 

growth challenge, or anything else.) 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 
This week’s homework will focus on 1 Corinthians, one of the letters Paul wrote to the church he started in Corinth. 

The letter was written one to three years after Paul’s year and a half stay in that city. 

 

1. Chris talked about Paul’s willingness to do “whatever it takes” to preach the Gospel in Corinth and start 

a church there. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Paul uses the analogy of athletic competition to express this 

attitude. How does this passage increase your understanding of what it takes to develop a similar 

“whatever it takes” attitude? 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27  

    Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to 

get the prize. [25] Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown 

that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. [26] Therefore I do not run like a man 

running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. [27] No, I beat my body and make it my slave 

so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. [NIV] 



 

What additional insights do you see in Hebrews 12:1-2? 

Hebrews 12:1-2  

    Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

[2] Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. [NIV] 

 

 

 

2.  We heard this weekend about the importance of the Holy Spirit in our efforts to live the Christian life. 

Paul reminded the Corinthians about the role the Holy Spirit plays in equipping each believer to serve the 

body of Christ. What guidelines and insights about using your strengths and gifts to benefit the kingdom 

do you see in 1 Corinthians 12:7-26? 

1 Corinthians 12:7-26  

    Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. [8] To one there is given 

through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same 

Spirit, [9] to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, [10] to another 

miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in 

different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. [11] All these are the work of 

one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.  

    [12] The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form 

one body. So it is with Christ. [13] For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or 

Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  

    [14] Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. [15] If the foot should say, "Because I am 

not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. [16] And 

if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason 

cease to be part of the body. [17] If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If 

the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? [18] But in fact God has arranged the 

parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. [19] If they were all one part, where 

would the body be? [20] As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  

    [21] The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't 

need you!" [22] On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, [23] 

and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are 

unpresentable are treated with special modesty, [24] while our presentable parts need no special 

treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that 

lacked it, [25] so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern 

for each other. [26] If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices 

with it. [NIV] 

 

 

 



 

How have you seen other people contribute their unique strengths, gifts, or talents to benefit you or 

our church? 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

1. One of the subjects Paul wrote to the Corinthians about was how to properly celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper. He knew how important it was for them to remember the sacrifice Christ made for them. We 
continue to celebrate Communion as a way to remember how much Christ loves us and the benefit of 
living life for Him.  
 
This week your Growth Group will conclude by taking communion together. To prepare for this time, read 
the following verses and reflect on Jesus’ life and death. 
 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26  

    For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 

betrayed, took bread, [24] and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is 

for you; do this in remembrance of me." [25] In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." [26] For 

whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. [NIV] 

Philippians 2:1-11  

    If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 

fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, [2] then make my joy complete by being like-

minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. [3] Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. [4] Each of you should look not only to 

your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

    [5] Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
    [6] Who, being in very nature God, 
        did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
    [7] but made himself nothing, 
        taking the very nature of a servant, 
        being made in human likeness.  
    [8] And being found in appearance as a man, 
        he humbled himself 
        and became obedient to death-- 
            even death on a cross!  
    [9] Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
        and gave him the name that is above every name,  
    [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
        in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
    [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
        to the glory of God the Father. [NIV] 
 

 

 



2. What are one or two things you are personally thankful to God for as you reflect upon and remember 

the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ?  


