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Living Large 

Acts 20-21 

 

THE STORY 

Paul’s Mundane, Miraculous Mess 

Acts 20-21 

 
 
 
 

 

LIVING LARGE 

The Anatomy Of A High Impact Life 

What It Takes & What To Expect 
 

  It’s messy 
                Acts 20:1-16/ Acts 20:22-23 & 21:4, 8-15/ Acts 21:17-40 

 
 
 
 
  It pays attention to the little things. 
                Acts 20:18/ 1 Corinthians 11:1/ Ephesians 5:1-16 

 
 
 
 
  It’s genuinely humble. 
                Acts 20:19/ Matthew 11:29-30/ Philippians 2:3-5 

 
 
 
 
  It genuinely cares and is fully engaged. 
                Acts 20:19-20/ 1 Thessalonians 1:5-6/ John 1:14 

 
 
 
 
  It’s not fazed by rejection. 
                Acts 20:19 & 22-23/ John 15:20  

 
 
 
 
  It tells the whole truth. 
                Acts 20:20 & 26-27/ Ephesians 4:15              
 
 
 
 
  It gives more than it gets. 
                Acts 20:33-35/ Matthew 20:25-28  

 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of December 14, 2008 
(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 
 

1. In this weekend’s sermon, Larry talked about Paul’s high impact life. Paul invites us to join him in living 
a life that God can use to influence other people. In Romans 12:1-8, he gave some foundational 
principles for living a life of influence. What insights do you see in this passage about the kind of people 
God uses to have an impact on others? 
 
Romans 12:1-8  

    Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy 
and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. [2] Do not conform any longer to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.  
    [3] For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has 
given you. [4] Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have 
the same function, [5] so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the 
others. [6] We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his faith. [7] If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; [8] if it is 
encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is 
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. [NIV] 
 
 

 
 
 
As you look at your own life, how well do you think you’re doing at not conforming but being renewed? 
How well do you understand and use the gift(s) God has given you to build up the church? 

 

 

 

 
2. This weekend we read again about the special relationship Paul had with the Ephesian Church and its 
leaders. He had a strong desire to see them grow in their Christian faith and expressed this desire in two 
different prayers he wrote in his letter to that church. Read these prayers and note how those prayers 
reflect what he desires to see happen in their lives.   
 

Ephesians 1:15-21  
    For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 
[16] I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. [17] I keep asking that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation, so that you may know him better. [18] I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, [19] and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like 
the working of his mighty strength, [20] which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, [21] far above all rule and authority, power 
and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to 
come. [NIV] 
 
Ephesians 3:14-19  
    For this reason I kneel before the Father, [15] from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name. [16] I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 



his Spirit in your inner being, [17] so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that 
you, being rooted and established in love, [18] may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, [19] and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. [NIV] 
 
 
 
 
 
Which of the things he mentioned would you most like to see be true in your life? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. One of the people Paul had a big impact on was Timothy who was a companion of Paul’s and later 
became the pastor of the church at Ephesus (which Paul started). Paul wrote two letters to him full of 
encouragement and instructions for his role as a pastor (1 and 2 Timothy). In these two passages there is 
input that is extremely applicable to our tough economic times. What wise counsel and encouragement 
do you see in these verses?  
 

1 Timothy 6:6-10  
    But godliness with contentment is great gain. [7] For we brought nothing into the world, and we can 
take nothing out of it. [8] But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. [9] People who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 
men into ruin and destruction. [10] For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 
eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. [NIV] 
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19  

    Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 
enjoyment. [18] Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing 
to share. [19] In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming 
age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. [NIV] 


