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All Roads Now Lead To Rome 
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THE WHOLE STORY IN 7 MINUTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A LOUSY COURT SYSTEM 

Acts 23-26 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
ONE QUESTION, TWO ANSWERS 

Acts 25:18-19 

 

 

  What do you do with a “dead man” named Jesus? 
 

 

 

 

 

PAUL’S ANSWER: 

Acts 23:11, 26:19-22 

 

 

  Shaped his character. 
 
 
  Changed his compass. 
 
 
  Gave him a new cause. 



 

Food for Thought  
For the week of December 28, 2008 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

1.  This weekend we focused on a few years of Paul’s life where he was under attack, detained and 
facing trial. Take a look at your notes from the sermon and see if there is a point or principle that you 
could apply to your life. What could it look like for you to do so?  
 
 
 
 
2.  Acts 25:18-19 highlights Paul’s big problem with the Jewish leaders who focused on “a dead man 
named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive.” Paul knew that the resurrection of Jesus was foundational for 
our faith when he wrote, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”  
(1 Corinthians 15:17) Two thousand years later some people still debate the evidence for and significance 
of the resurrection. How could the following verses help you better understand the resurrection or be able 
to explain it to others? 
 
 

Matthew 27:62-28:15  
    The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. [63] 
"Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will 
rise again.' [64] So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his 
disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. 
This last deception will be worse than the first."  
    [65] "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." [66] So 
they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.  
    [28:1] After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb.  
    [2] There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. [3] His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow. [4] The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  
    [5] The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. [6] He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
[7] Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into 
Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."  
    [8] So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
[9] Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. [10] Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me."  
    [11] While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the 
chief priests everything that had happened. [12] When the chief priests had met with the elders and 
devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, [13] telling them, "You are to say, 'His 
disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.' [14] If this report gets to 
the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble." [15] So the soldiers took the money 
and did as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this 
very day. [NIV] 
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-34  
    Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. [2] By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  
    [3] For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to 



the Scriptures, [5] and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. [6] After that, he appeared 
to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some 
have fallen asleep. [7] Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, [8] and last of all he 
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.  
    [9] For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. [10] But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was 
not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with 
me. [11] Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.  
    [12] But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead? [13] If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised. [14] And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
[15] More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about 
God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 
[16] For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. [17] And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. [18] Then those also who have fallen asleep 
in Christ are lost. [19] If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.  
    [20] But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. [21] For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. [22] For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. [23] But each in his own turn: 
Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. [24] Then the end will come, 
when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority 
and power. [25] For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. [26] The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death. [27] For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says that 
"everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put 
everything under Christ. [28] When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to 
him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.  
    [29] Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead 
are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them? [30] And as for us, why do we endanger 
ourselves every hour? [31] I die every day--I mean that, brothers--just as surely as I glory over you in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. [32] If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons, what have I 
gained? If the dead are not raised, 
    "Let us eat and drink, 
        for tomorrow we die." 
  
[33] Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." [34] Come back to your senses as 
you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God--I say this to your shame. 
[NIV] 
 
1 Peter 1:3-5  
    Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, [4] and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, [5] who through faith are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 
[NIV] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a great hope because of the resurrection and our faith is not futile.  What difference does 
the reality of the resurrection make in your life?   

 
 
 
 



 
3.  You don’t have to attend North Coast very long before you will hear that God is in the business of 
changing our lives from the inside out. Acts 2:1-21 gives us a picture of how that inside-out change starts. 
Jesus then explains it further in John 14:15-31. After reading those passages, spend a little time talking to 
God about His plans for you. 
 
Acts 2:1-21  
    When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. [2] Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. [3] They 
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. [4] All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
    [5] Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. [6] When 
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking 
in his own language. [7] Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 
[8] Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? [9] Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [10] Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome [11] (both Jews and converts to 
Judaism); Cretans and Arabs--we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" [12] 
Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this mean?"  
    [13] Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine."  
    [14] Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and 
all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. [15] These men 
are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! [16] No, this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel: 
  
    [17] " 'In the last days, God says, 
        I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
        your young men will see visions, 
        your old men will dream dreams.  
    [18] Even on my servants, both men and women, 
        I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
        and they will prophesy.  
    [19] I will show wonders in the heaven above 
        and signs on the earth below, 
        blood and fire and billows of smoke.  
    [20] The sun will be turned to darkness 
        and the moon to blood 
        before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  
    [21] And everyone who calls 
        on the name of the Lord will be saved.' [NIV] 
  
John 14:15-31  
    "If you love me, you will obey what I command. [16] And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Counselor to be with you forever-- [17] the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. [18] I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will come to you. [19] Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will 
see me. Because I live, you also will live. [20] On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 
are in me, and I am in you. [21] Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves 
me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."  
    [22] Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not 
to the world?"  
    [23] Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our home with him. [24] He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. 
These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  



    [25] "All this I have spoken while still with you. [26] But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. [27] 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  
    [28] "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be 
glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. [29] I have told you now before it 
happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. [30] I will not speak with you much longer, for the 
prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, [31] but the world must learn that I love the Father 
and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 
    "Come now; let us leave. [NIV] 
 

 
 
 
 
Is there any area of your life where you’d like to experience more of the Holy Spirit’s power or be 
more aware of how He’s guiding you? 

 


