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NANNY 911 

 

THE WORLD’S HARDEST JOB: 

Genesis 4:1-16, 1 Samuel 2:22-36, 3:13, 2 Samuel 13:25, 1 Kings 1:5-6, Luke 2:39-50  

 

5 KEYS TO RUNNING ALONGSIDE YOUR KID: 

Colossians 3:20-21, Ephesians 6:1-4, Acts 8:26-40, Proverbs 13:24, 19:18 

 
    Kids spell ‘Love’:  T  I  M  E .     
 
 
    Listen to understand, not to be understood. 
     
    Talk with your kid, not to your kid. 
 

    Pay now or pay later. 
 
  
    Rules without relationship lead to rebellion. 
 
    Set clear boundaries and consequences. 
 

    Don’t have rules without reasons. 
 

    Pick some battles to lose. 
 
   
    Encourage far more than you criticize. 
 
 
 Make sure your kids know: 

they are loved. 
 

they can’t get their own way. 

 

KEEP FOCUSED ON THE BIG PICTURE: 

Mark 1:32-39, Hebrews 12:10-11, Proverbs 22:6  

 
Make your first priority G  O  D, not G  P  A or M  V  P. 
 

A FINAL THOUGHT: 

 

You can stack the deck in your favor, but still draw a Joker! 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of March 9, 2008 

 

Special Note About this Week’s Topic of Parenting: This week’s homework and Growth Group 

discussion are designed to be helpful for all of us regardless of our family status or age. For those who 

don’t have children, it could be helpful in preparing for a possible future family, providing insights on the 

family we grew up in, or even impacting a variety of our significant relationships. 

   

QUICK REVIEW:  Take a look at your sermon notes from this week.   Was there a point in the sermon 

or a passage Chris read that you really took to heart?  Was there anything else that challenged you or 

caught your attention? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1. It’s pretty hard to talk about parenting without first taking a look back at how we were raised.  What do 

you consider to be your parents’ strengths?  Is there anything you wish they had done differently?  

 

 

Can you identify any ways that your views on parenting may have been shaped by your parents’ 

strengths or weaknesses in raising you? 

 

 

2.   This week a number of our high school students were asked to finish these two statements:   

 

I wish my parents would______________. 

I wish my parents knew ______________. 

 

If you could go back to your teen years, how might you have filled in those blanks? 

 

 

What was your reaction to the responses Chris read from our teens? 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 



1. Pastor Chris encouraged us to “run alongside” our kids.  One of our challenges as parents is doing this 

throughout their lives.  Thinking back on how you were parented, how you raised your own kids, or how 

you would like to parent future children, how could the application of Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Proverbs 

22:6 change throughout a child’s development in.... 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

    Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [5] Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength. [6] These commandments that I give you today are to be 

upon your hearts. [7] Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when 

you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. [8] Tie them as symbols on your 

hands and bind them on your foreheads. [9] Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 

gates. [NIV] 

Proverbs 22:6  

    Train a child in the way he should go, 
        and when he is old he will not turn from it. [NIV] 

 

the Preschool or Elementary Years 

 

 

the Teen Years 

 

 

the Young Adult Years 

 

 

the Older Adult Years 

 

 

2.  “Every kid wants to know if they are loved and if they can get their own way.”  A parent’s job is to give 

them the love they need and to set up clear and consistent boundaries and consequences.  What does 

Hebrews 12:7-11 teach us about the goals of discipline? 

Hebrews 12:7-11  

    Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his 

father? [8] If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate 

children and not true sons. [9] Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we 

respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! [10] Our 

fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we 

may share in his holiness. [11] No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it 

produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. [NIV] 



 

What are some questions we could ask ourselves that would help us determine if we are giving 

discipline out of love or not? 

 

3. We saw this weekend that encouragement is one of the keys in having positive influence on our 
children and others.  What do these verses say about the power of encouragement? 
 

2 Chronicles 32:6-8  

    He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before him in the square at 

the city gate and encouraged them with these words: [7] "Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a 

greater power with us than with him. [8] With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our 

God to help us and to fight our battles." And the people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the 

king of Judah said. [NIV] 

 

Proverbs 16:24  

    Pleasant words are a honeycomb, 
        sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. [NIV] 
 

Proverbs 25:11  

    A word aptly spoken 
        is like apples of gold in settings of silver. [NIV] 
 

Hebrews 3:12-13  

    See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 

God. [13] But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may 

be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. [NIV] 

 

Do you see any dangers of focusing our encouragement on someone’s “performance” over their 

“purpose” or character qualities? 

 

TAKING IT HOME   

1.  Giving specific affirmation is an important ingredient in meaningful encouragement.  It shows others 

that we really know them and value who they are.  Use the list below to help you name 2-4 specific things 

that you appreciate about each of your children or a couple friends.   

Honest   Kind   Compassionate 

Hard worker  Diligent   Trustworthy 

Shows love  Peaceful  Gentle 

Accepting   Content   Calm 

Patient   Self-controlled  Joyful 

Faithful   Energetic  Persistent 

Strong   Intelligent  Other 



 

How are you doing at affirming these qualities in your kids/friends?   

 

What steps does Proverbs 3:27 motivate you to take with each of the individuals you thought about 

above?  

 Proverbs 3:27  

     Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 

         when it is in your power to act. [NIV] 

 

 

 

2.  Is there one of the five keys from this weekend that you can begin to practice in your life as a parent 

and/or as a son or daughter? 

 

 


