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Blessed By God/ Divided By Pride 

 

WELCOME TO CORINTH 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3/ Acts 18:1-18      
 

  The original sin city 
 

  A real letter to real people 

 
BLESSED BY GOD  

What Makes Grace So Amazing? 
1 Corinthians 1:4-9/ 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
 
  

  A messed up church in a messed up city  
     Yet still greatly blessed by God 

 
DIVIDED BY PRIDE 

What Makes Unity So Important? 
1 Corinthians 1:8-17 
 

    Stupid Things To Fight & Divide Over 
           1 Corinthians 1:11-13 & 3:1-9/ 1 Corinthians 8:1-9 & Romans 14:1-15:7 
 

 
 
 
    What Makes Unity So Important? 
           John 17:20-23/ John 13:34 & Ephesians 4:3/ John 13:35 

 
 
 
 
    So What Does Real Unity Look Like? 
        1 Corinthians 1:10/ 1 Corinthians 12:18-27/ Philippians 1:15-18/ 1 Corinthians 5:9-13/ Romans 14:1-4 
 

  It’s not uniformity  

  It’s not avoiding issues   

  It’s not overlooking sin 

 

  It gives other Christians the same grace God gives us 

  It distinguishes between the essential & merely important 

  It honors diversity in spiritual gifts, calling & taste  

  It understands we all have blind spots 

  It lets Dad be dad  

  



Food for Thought  

For the week of August 16, 2009 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 

1. This weekend we saw the importance of maintaining unity with other believers. In Ephesians 4:1-5, 

Paul addresses the issue of Christian unity. What kind of attitudes and actions does Paul write about that 

are needed to maintain unity?  

Ephesians 4:1-5  

    As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. [2] Be 

completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. [3] Make every effort to keep 

the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. [4] There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were 

called to one hope when you were called-- [5] one Lord, one faith, one baptism; [NIV]  

 

 

 

As you look at your list, are there any of these attitudes or actions that you need to work on or are 

lacking in your life? 

 

 

How does Ephesians 4:7-13 express the idea that unity can and does include a whole lot of diversity?  

Ephesians 4:7-13  

    But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. [8] This is why it says: 
    "When he ascended on high, 

        he led captives in his train 

        and gave gifts to men." 
  

[9] (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? [10] 

He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole 
universe.) [11] It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 

evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, [12] to prepare God's people for works of service, 

so that the body of Christ may be built up [13] until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ. [NIV]  

 

 

 

2. In Romans 14:1-23, Paul gives some suggestions for ways to work through the kinds of issues that 

often divide Christians. As you read through this passage, respond to the statements below. 

 

Romans 14:1-23  

    Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters. [2] One man's 

faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. [3] 

The man who eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man who does not 



eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. [4] Who are you to 

judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is 

able to make him stand.  

    [5] One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every day alike. 

Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. [6] He who regards one day as special, does so to 

the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does 

so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. [7] For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies 

to himself alone. [8] If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we 

live or die, we belong to the Lord.  

    [9] For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the 

dead and the living. [10] You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on 

your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat. [11] It is written: 

    " 'As surely as I live,' says the Lord, 

    'every knee will bow before me; 

        every tongue will confess to God.' " 
  

[12] So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  

    [13] Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to 
put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. [14] As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am 

fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for 

him it is unclean. [15] If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting 
in love. Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. [16] Do not allow what you 

consider good to be spoken of as evil. [17] For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and 

drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, [18] because anyone who serves 

Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men.  
    [19] Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. [20] 

Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat 

anything that causes someone else to stumble. [21] It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do 
anything else that will cause your brother to fall.  

    [22] So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the 

man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. [23] But the man who has doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from 

faith is sin. [NIV]  

 

 

 

Identify each of the controversial issues that the Roman church was dealing with and their impact on 

the church. 

 

 

Identify the remedies Paul gives to work through the issues so unity can be restored. 

 

 

If you have ever seen or found yourself in a similar situation, what did you find helpful in the way it was 

handled? What did you wish would have happened differently based on this passage? 

 

 

 



3. When it comes to the stupid things Christians fight over, people are tempted to set themselves up as 

“spiritual watch dogs” (checking up on other people’s behavior) or “pit bulls” (not letting go of a pet belief). 

If you’ve ever experienced someone playing one of these roles in your life, what happened in that 

situation and how did you respond/feel?  

 

 

As you look at your own life, can you think of times when you’ve made the mistake of playing either of 

these roles in other people’s lives? 

  

 

What insights do you find in Matthew 7:1-5 on this subject? 

Matthew 7:1-5  

    "Do not judge, or you too will be judged. [2] For in the same way you judge others, you will be 

judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

    [3] "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the 

plank in your own eye? [4] How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' 

when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? [5] You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 

own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. [NIV]  

 


