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 The “Secret Wisdom”… Is It In You? 

 

 

WHAT IS IT? 

1 Corinthians 2:6-12, Colossians 1:26-27, Ephesians 3:1-7, Isaiah 64:1-5, Galatians 4:6-7 

 
 It’s not of this world. 
 
 
 It’s not what they expected. 
 
 
 It’s the Spirit, not a religion.  
 

 
WHY DO WE HAVE IT? 

1 Corinthians 2:11-16, John 16:7-15, Romans 12:1-2, 2 Corinthians 5:14-17, Ephesians 3:16-19  
 
 
 

 To know the thoughts of God. 
 
 
 To teach us the truth about God. 
 
 
 To make sound decisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

1 Corinthians 2:12-15, Galatians 2:20, 5:16-26, Romans 6:11-14 
 

 
 

 Worldly people will walk in the world. 
 
 
 Spiritual people will walk in the Spirit. 
 
 

 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of August 30, 2009 

(Questions and Scriptures for further personal study) 
 

 

1. Understanding the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives as followers of Christ can at times be confusing. 

Years before the events of the Corinthian church, Jesus unveiled and assured the disciples of the Spirit’s 

role in their lives.  As you read through what Jesus shared with the disciples in John 14, jot down any 

further descriptions, roles, and insights on what it means to have God’s Spirit in you. 

John 14:1-31  

    "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. [2] In my Father's house are 

many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. [3] 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 

may be where I am. [4] You know the way to the place where I am going."  

    [5] Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the 

way?"  

    [6] Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. [7] If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do 

know him and have seen him."  

    [8] Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."  

    [9] Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? [10] 

Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not 

just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. [11] Believe me when I say 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles 

themselves. [12] I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He 

will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. [13] And I will do whatever 

you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. [14] You may ask me for anything 

in my name, and I will do it.  

    [15] "If you love me, you will obey what I command. [16] And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Counselor to be with you forever-- [17] the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 

[18] I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. [19] Before long, the world will not see me 

anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. [20] On that day you will realize that I 

am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. [21] Whoever has my commands and obeys 

them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 

him and show myself to him."  

    [22] Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and 

not to the world?"  

    [23] Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we 

will come to him and make our home with him. [24] He who does not love me will not obey my 

teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  

    [25] "All this I have spoken while still with you. [26] But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 

you. [27] Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  

    [28] "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you loved me, you 

would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. [29] I have told you now 

before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. [30] I will not speak with you much 

longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, [31] but the world must learn 



that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

    "Come now; let us leave. [NIV] 

2.  We saw in this weekend’s teaching that the spiritual will walk in the Spirit.  For centuries people have 

debated as to what this looks like and how we know if it’s the Spirit leading us or just the “pizza” we ate 

the night before.  How does Paul help us define what this means in Galatians 5:16-26? 

   

Galatians 5:16-26  

    So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. [17] For the 

sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. 

They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. [18] But if you are led by 

the Spirit, you are not under law.  

    [19] The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; [20] 

idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 

[21] and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like 

this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

    [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. [24] Those who belong to Christ Jesus 

have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. [25] Since we live by the Spirit, let us 

keep in step with the Spirit. [26] Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. [NIV] 

 

 

 

 

Looking back at this passage, is there any “fruit” in your life you’d like to further develop?  Any 

you need to prune away? 

 

 

 

3.  Something many people don’t realize is the amazing work of God in our lives as a result of His Spirit 

being in us.  Find a place where you won’t be distracted and take a few minutes to read through Romans 

8. Underline or jot down all that we gain and is accomplished by God’s Spirit working in us. 

Romans 8:1-39  

    Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, [2] because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. [3] For what the law 

was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, [4] in order 
that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the 

sinful nature but according to the Spirit.  

    [5] Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; 

but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. [6] 
The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; [7] the sinful 

mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. [8] Those controlled by the 

sinful nature cannot please God.  
    [9] You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives 

in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. [10] But if 

Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
[11] And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 



the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.  

    [12] Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according 
to it. [13] For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, [14] because those who are led by the Spirit of God are 

sons of God. [15] For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you 
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." [16] The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God's children. [17] Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and 

co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  

    [18] I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. [19] The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. [20] 

For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope [21] that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  

    [22] We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. [23] Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. [24] For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? [25] But if 

we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  
    [26] In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 

for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. [27] And he who 

searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 
accordance with God's will.  

    [28] And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. [29] For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. [30] And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  

    [31] What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? [32] He 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? [33] Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It 

is God who justifies. [34] Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was 

raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. [35] Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? [36] As it is written: 

    "For your sake we face death all day long; 
        we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 

  

[37] No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. [38] For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, [39] neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. [NIV] 

 

 

 

 

 

Take some time to thank God for all He has done for us. 

 
 

 


