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 Bloom Where You’re Planted 

 

THE BIG IDEA 

1 Corinthians 7:1-40 
 

  If we can’t bloom here – we’ll never bloom anywhere 
       Philippians 4:11-13/ 1 Corinthians 10:13  
 
 

 We’re not here by accident – we’re here by assignment 
      1 Corinthians 7:17, 20, 24 & 40 
 
 

 For most of us, this is the only option we have 
 
 
 

THE PASSAGE 

 

 Advice to Singles    
     1 Corinthians 7:8-9, 25-38 

 

   Stay single if you can 

   Marriage undercuts your ability to serve God 

   Get married if you want 

 
 Advice to “Christian” Couples 
 1 Corinthians 7:10-11, 39-40 
 

   Have sex – lots of it 

   Stay together even if it’s rocky 

   Don’t leave and remarry 

 
 Advice to “Spiritually Mismatched” Couples 
     1 Corinthians 7:12-16, 27-28/ Proverbs 14:26/ Genesis 18:20-32/ Ezekiel 22:23-31/ Psalm 106:19-23 
 

   Stay together if you can 

   It spiritually benefits your spouse and kids 

   If you’re left – you’re free to remarry 

 

WHAT ABOUT DIVORCE (AND REMARRIAGE)? 

Malachi 2:13-16/ Deuteronomy 24:1-4 & John 4:16-18/ Matthew 5:28-48/ Matthew 12:2-8 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of October 11, 2009 

 

 

QUICK REVIEW 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, what did you find most interesting, challenging or 

thought provoking? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1.  This weekend, Pastor Larry encouraged us to bloom where we’re planted.  What are some signs that 

would lead you to believe a person is actually “blooming” or experiencing contentment?   

 

 

Can you think of a few things that make it hard to find contentment today? 

 

 

2.  Take a minute and think back on the various seasons of your life. Can you remember a time when you 

felt particularly content? What situations or experiences contributed to those feelings?  

 

 

On the other hand, can you think of a time when you were NOT content?  How do you think 

contentment could have been possible even in that situation? 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

Last weekend’s message touched on divorce and remarriage, but as Pastor Larry pointed out, the context 

of 1 Corinthian’s 7:10-40 is actually primarily about contentment and blooming where we’re planted – not 

divorce and remarriage. That’s why you’ll find that we are focusing mostly on the contentment aspect of 

the passage in our homework and study this week.  

 

 

1. King Solomon was a famous king who is remembered for the wisdom that God gave him about life. 

That makes him a pretty good source for insight into our own lives. Read about his journey to find 



meaning, happiness and contentment in Ecclesiastes 2:1-11. As you read about his quest, jot down all 

the things he pursued in his effort to find pleasure or contentment.   

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11  

    I thought in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good." But that 

also proved to be meaningless. [2] "Laughter," I said, "is foolish. And what does pleasure 

accomplish?" [3] I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly--my mind still guiding me with 

wisdom. I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under heaven during the few days of 

their lives.  

    [4] I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. [5] I made gardens 

and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. [6] I made reservoirs to water groves of 

flourishing trees. [7] I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my 

house. I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me. [8] I amassed silver 

and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I acquired men and women singers, and 

a harem as well--the delights of the heart of man. [9] I became greater by far than anyone in 

Jerusalem before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with me. 

  

    [10] I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; 

        I refused my heart no pleasure. 

    My heart took delight in all my work, 

        and this was the reward for all my labor.  

    [11] Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done 

        and what I had toiled to achieve, 

    everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; 

        nothing was gained under the sun. [NIV] 

 

 

 

We still pursue many of the same things today. Can you think of a time when you finally achieved or 

owned something that didn’t bring you the contentment you had hoped for?   

 

 

How does Solomon’s advice in Proverbs 23:4-5 and Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:19-21 help you 

understand why these achievements, positions or possessions didn’t truly satisfy? 

Proverbs 23:4-5  

    Do not wear yourself out to get rich; 

        have the wisdom to show restraint.  

    [5] Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, 

        for they will surely sprout wings 

        and fly off to the sky like an eagle. [NIV] 

  

Matthew 6:19-21  

    "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. [20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 

rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also. [NIV]  

 



How can an understanding of this temporary life and the reality of eternity and heaven help us “bloom 

where we are planted?” 

 

 

 

2.  When life is good, being content with our assignment isn’t all that difficult. But when our circumstances 

are tough, it’s another story. What resources do you find in the following passages that can help you cope 

with, handle, or even grow through a hard season in life? 

John 14:25-27  

    "All this I have spoken while still with you. [26] But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
[27] Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. [NIV] 

 

Philippians 4:6-7  
    Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. [7] And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. [NIV]  
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12  

    Two are better than one, 
        because they have a good return for their work:  

    [10] If one falls down, 

        his friend can help him up. 
    But pity the man who falls 

        and has no one to help him up!  

    [11] Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. 
        But how can one keep warm alone?  

    [12] Though one may be overpowered, 

        two can defend themselves. 

    A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. [NIV] 

 

 

 

The Bible catalogs a rich history of lives being shaped in the midst of difficult situations. Check out 

Acts 16:22-34 and identify how Paul and Silas leaned on these resources.   

Acts 16:22-34  

    The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 

stripped and beaten. [23] After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the 

jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. [24] Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the 

inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  

    [25] About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 

prisoners were listening to them. [26] Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 

foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains 

came loose. [27] The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and 

was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. [28] But Paul shouted, "Don't 

harm yourself! We are all here!"  

    [29] The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. [30] He then 

brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  



    [31] They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your household." [32] 

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. [33] At that hour of 

the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were 

baptized. [34] The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with 

joy because he had come to believe in God--he and his whole family. [NIV]  

 

 

 

 

3.  Part of blooming where we are planted is learning how to forgive. Joseph’s life is a great example of 

what forgiveness looks like. He was deeply betrayed and nearly killed by his own brothers and then rose 

to a position of great leadership and power. Although he could have condemned his brothers, he showed 

them grace and mercy. Read Genesis 45:1-15 and answer the following questions.   

Genesis 45:1-15  

    Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, "Have 

everyone leave my presence!" So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his 

brothers. [2] And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh's household heard 

about it.  

    [3] Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still living?" But his brothers were not 

able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.  

    [4] Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am 

your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! [5] And now, do not be distressed and do not be 

angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 

[6] For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be 

plowing and reaping. [7] But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to 

save your lives by a great deliverance.  

    [8] "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 

entire household and ruler of all Egypt. [9] Now hurry back to my father and say to him, 'This is what 

your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don't delay. [10] You 

shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me--you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks 

and herds, and all you have. [11] I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to 

come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.'  

    [12] "You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am 

speaking to you. [13] Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything 

you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly."  

    [14] Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, 

weeping. [15] And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with 

him. [NIV]  

 

 

Why do you think he was able to show his brothers this kind of grace and forgiveness?   

 

 

What would it take for you to show the same kind of forgiveness to someone who has wronged or 

hurt you?   

 



TAKING IT HOME 

Was there any advice from this week’s teaching or passage that you need to give additional attention to?  

 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 “Weekend to Remember” Marriage Conference 

Nov. 6-8, The Westin, San Diego or Nov. 20-22,The Hyatt Regency, La Jolla 

Whether you have been married 2 months or 20 years, this popular marriage conference is for you! 

Join us for a “Weekend to Remember.” The special North Coast rate is $89/person. To register online 

go to www.familylife.com/groups/northcoast. 

 

Dynamic Marriage - This is an intensive marriage enrichment program that is led by professionally 

trained facilitators. A new session will be starting in January. 

 

North Coast Church Counseling Center – To schedule an appointment and find out about fees, call 

Lenore at (760) 724-6700 ext. 220. 

 

Books 

The Sacred Marriage by Gary Thomas 

Happily Remarried  by David & Lisa Frisbie 

How We Love: Discover Your Love Style, Enhance Your Marriage by Milan and Kay Yerkovich 

 

Websites 

Realrelationships.com      – Les & Leslie Parrot 

Cloudtownsend.com        – Henry Cloud & John Townsend 

Garysmalley.com            – Smalley Relations Center 

 

 

http://www.familylife.com/groups/northcoast
http://www.amazon.com/How-We-Love-Discover-Marriage/dp/1400072999/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1255032563&sr=8-2

