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 Fear & Freedom  

 

THE BIG QUESTION 

1 Corinthians 8:1-10:33 
 

 THEN: Is it wrong to eat meat that was once offered to an idol?  
 

 TODAY: Is it wrong to _________________? 
 
 
 
 

PAUL’S LONG & CONVOLUTED ANSWER 

1 Corinthians 8:1-10:33 
 

 8:1-8 An idol is nothing – but not everyone knows that. 
 

 8:9-13 Love & concern for others should guide our freedom.  
 

 9:1-23 How Paul applied these principles to his own ministry. 
 

 9:24-10:13 A good start is no guarantee of a happy ending. 
 

 10:14-33 Therefore… 
 
 

TODAY’S PASSAGE 

FEAR & FREEDOM 

1 Corinthians 10:14-33 
 
 

 1) Never participate in the actual worship of another god or idol. 
          1 Corinthians 10:14-22/ 1 John 5:21/ Revelation 21:8/ Exodus 20:1-6 
       Deuteronomy 32:16-18/ Psalm 106:34-37/ 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 & 14-15/ Galatians 1:6-9/ John 14:6 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 2) Don’t worry about indirect “spiritual contamination.” 
           1 Corinthians 10:23-26/ John 8:44 & 1 John 4:3-4/ Romans 14:1-15:7 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 3) Adjust your actions based on who you are with. 
            1 Corinthians 10:27-33/ 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

 



 

Growth Group Homework 

For the week of November 1, 2009 

QUICK REVIEW 

This weekend we looked at the topic “Fear & Freedom” in our study of 1 Corinthians.  Looking 

back at your notes, was there anything that particularly caught your attention, challenged or 

confused you? 

 

 

MY STORY 

1. If you asked five random people if all religions are essentially the same, what answers do you 

think you’d receive? 

 

 

 

2. What is your natural bent and personality? Are you more likely to scope out the situation and 

adjust your actions based on those around you, or are you more likely to say, “this is who I am – 

get used to it”? 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1.  This week we learned that we can give Satan far too much credit by overestimating the 

breadth and extent of his power. Look up the following verses and jot down what they tell us 

about the spiritual confidence that we should have. 

1 John 4:3-4  

    but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  

    [4] You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 

you is greater than the one who is in the world. [NIV]  

Deuteronomy 31:7-8  

    Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, "Be strong and 

courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that the Lord swore to their 



forefathers to give them, and you must divide it among them as their inheritance. [8] The Lord 

himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged."  [NIV] 

2 Kings 6:8-23  

    Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, "I will 

set up my camp in such and such a place."  

    [9] The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: "Beware of passing that place, because 

the Arameans are going down there." [10] So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated 

by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such 

places.  

    [11] This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, "Will 

you not tell me which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?"  

    [12] "None of us, my lord the king," said one of his officers, "but Elisha, the prophet who is in 

Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom."  

    [13] "Go, find out where he is," the king ordered, "so I can send men and capture him." The 

report came back: "He is in Dothan." [14] Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force 

there. They went by night and surrounded the city.  

    [15] When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an 

army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we do?" the 

servant asked.  

    [16] "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are more than those 

who are with them."  

    [17] And Elisha prayed, "O Lord, open his eyes so he may see." Then the Lord opened the 

servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around 

Elisha.  

    [18] As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, "Strike these people 

with blindness." So he struck them with blindness, as Elisha had asked.  

    [19] Elisha told them, "This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will lead 

you to the man you are looking for." And he led them to Samaria.  

    [20] After they entered the city, Elisha said, "Lord, open the eyes of these men so they can 

see." Then the Lord opened their eyes and they looked, and there they were, inside Samaria.  

    [21] When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, "Shall I kill them, my father? Shall I 

kill them?"  

    [22] "Do not kill them," he answered. "Would you kill men you have captured with your own 

sword or bow? Set food and water before them so that they may eat and drink and then go back 

to their master." [23] So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished eating 

and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their master. So the bands from Aram 

stopped raiding Israel's territory. [NIV] 



 

How would you describe your own awareness of God’s power in our world as it’s portrayed 

in these passages?    

 

 

2.  Knowing and understanding God’s ultimate power in our life and our world makes a big 

difference in how we live out our faith (whether it’s in fear or freedom). Yet it would also be 

foolish to underestimate the power of our great spiritual enemy. Read the verses below and 

then identify the strategies Satan uses and write down specific modern-day examples that 

come to your mind.   

John 8:44  

    You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He 

was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. 

When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. [NIV]  

2 Corinthians 4:4  

    The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. [NIV]  

2 Corinthians 11:14-15  

    And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. [15] It is not 

surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be 

what their actions deserve. [NIV] 

 

 

3.  What tools has God given us to avoid the enemy’s traps?  

Ephesians 6:10-13  

    Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. [11] Put on the full armor of God so 

that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. [12] For our struggle is not against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. [13] Therefore put on the full 

armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 

after you have done everything, to stand. [NIV]  

1 Peter 5:8-9  

    Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour. [9] Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that 

your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. [NIV] 

 



Can you think of any ways these tools have been helpful to you?  Are there any that you 

want to be more effective for you? 

 

 

 

4. Worshipping God goes far beyond weekend worship services and the music we sing. What 

does Romans 12:1-2 say that might expand our view of worship? 

Romans 12:1-2  

    Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. [2] Do not conform any 

longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 

will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. [NIV] 

 

 

How might this kind of worship look at your workplace, at home, and in your personal life? 

 

 

TAKING IT HOME 

Looking back at this week’s teaching and study, is there anything you want to adjust in order to 

make sure that your actions always make God look good and advance the Kingdom? 

 

 

Is there anything else from this week’s study you’d like prayer for? 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

 


