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 What’s Love Got To Do With It? 

 

THE “WHITE NOISE” PROBLEM: 

 

  
 

WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT? 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 

  Agape love is not an optional quality. 
       1 Corinthians 13:1-3/ John 13:34-35/ 1 John 4:7-8/ Revelation 2:1-5 

 
  Agape love is something we do not something we feel. 
           1 Corinthians 13:4-8/ Matthew 5:43-44/ Matthew 22:36-40 

 
  Agape love puts the needs and interests of others first.  
           John 13:1-17/ Romans 13:8-10/ Philippians 2:3-5  

 
  Agape love has boundaries. 
           Philippians 1:9-10/ 2 Thessalonians 3:10/ Hebrews 12:5-8/ Ephesians 4:15 

 
 

FIVE PROBING QUESTIONS: 

To be honestly answered by your spouse,  
kids, co-workers and friends 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
 
 

  Am I harsh? 
           Love is patient, kind 

 
  Do I have to win? 
           Love does not envy, does not boast, is not proud 

 
  Am I self-centered? 
            Love is not rude or self-seeking 

 
  Do I have a short fuse? 
            Love is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs 

 
  Am I cynical? 
            Love does not delight in evil, it rejoices in truth, protects, trusts, hopes and perseveres 

 
 

YOU CAN DO THIS! 

 Philippians 2:13 



 

Food for Thought  

For the week of November 22, 2009 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 

 

1. The Apostle John had a lot to say about love in action. Read the following verses taken from two of the 

books he wrote and note what insights about love you find. 

John 13:34-35  

    "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. [35] By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." [NIV]  

1 John 3:14-18  

    We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does 

not love remains in death. [15] Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 

murderer has eternal life in him.  

    [16] This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. [17] If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need 

but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? [18] Dear children, let us not love with 

words or tongue but with actions and in truth. [NIV]  

1 John 4:20-21  

    If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his 

brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. [21] And he has given us this 

command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. [NIV] 

 

 

How can these verses help you further understand what it means to put love into action? 

 

How does Matthew 5:43-47 expand your thinking about what love in action looks like? 

Matthew 5:43-47  

    "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' [44] But I tell you: Love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, [45] that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. 

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

[46] If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 

[47] And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do 

that? [NIV] 

 

 

2. In 1 John 4:7-12, our loving others is brought together with God’s love for us. What relationship do you 

see between the command for us to love others and God’s love for us in this passage? 



 

1 John 4:7-12  

    Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 

God and knows God. [8] Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. [9] This is how 

God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 

him. [10] This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 

for our sins. [11] Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has 

ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. [NIV] 

 

 

What relationship do you see between our love for others and our love for God in 1 John 4:19-21? 

1 John 4:19-21  

    We love because he first loved us. [20] If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 

For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 

[21] And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. [NIV] 

 

 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 again, this time replacing the word "love" with your own name. Now take a 

minute to consider how true this is of your relationship with your spouse, family, or good friends. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8  

    Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  [5] It is not rude, it is 

not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  [6] Love does not delight in evil 

but rejoices with the truth.  [7] It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  

    [8] Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will 

be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. [NIV]   

 

 

4. Larry gave us five probing questions about love in the sermon this weekend. Take a minute to think 

about how you would evaluate yourself on each question using the scale below.   

 

Am I harsh?  (Almost never) 1 ------ 2 ------ 3 ------ 4 ------ 5 (Often) 

Do I have to win? (Almost never) 1 ------ 2 ------ 3 ------ 4 ------ 5 (Often) 

Am I self-centered? (Almost never) 1 ------ 2 ------ 3 ------ 4 ------ 5 (Often) 

Do I have a short fuse? (Almost never) 1 ------ 2 ------ 3 ------ 4 ------ 5 (Often) 

Am I cynical? (Almost never) 1 ------ 2 ------ 3 ------ 4 ------ 5 (Often) 

 



 

Larry also mentioned that these questions are best answered by someone close to us. So, in the next 

couple of days, ask someone close to you to answer these questions using the same evaluation scale. 

Compare how their answers match with your answers. What did you learn about yourself from this 

exercise? 

 


