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 The Gospel In A Nutshell 

 

GOSPEL IS NOT  

A MUSIC GENRE! 

  

  The word “Gospel” simply means good news. 

 
THE PASSAGE: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 
 
 

THREE THINGS TO PONDER: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
 

  How can someone believe in vain? 
       1 Corinthians 15:1-2/ James 2:19-24/ Matthew 7:21-23/ 2 Corinthians 13:5-6 
 
 
 

 
  What must we believe and do to be right with God? 
       1 Corinthians 15:1-4  
 
 

         The two things Christians stand on and are saved by 
 
               1) That Jesus died for our sins 

 
     2) That Jesus is alive today 

 
           The two things everyone needs – But not everyone wants 
 
     1) A Savior – The substitutionary atonement 
                         Galatians 2:21 & 3:13/ John 3:14-18/ 1 Peter 2:24/ 1 Timothy 2:5-6/ Hebrews 7:27 & 9:22 

 
 
 
     2) A Lord – The supremacy of Jesus 
                             Romans 1:1-4/ Colossians 3:17/ 1 John 2:2-6/ Matthew 19:16-23 

 

 
 
   Have we been presenting the wrong gospel? 
            1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

 
 
 
 



 

Growth Group Homework 
For the week of December 6, 2009 

 
 

Because this is the last meeting of the fall quarter, the homework is shorter than normal. Most of your 

group time will be spent sharing and observing Communion together. Our Winter Growth Group quarter 

will begin the week of January 17, 2010. Merry Christmas! 

 

QUICK REVIEW: Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything that 

particularly caught your attention, challenged or confused you?  

 

 

MY STORY 

 

1. The Christmas season brings us a variety of memorable traditions with family and friends. 

Which of the Christmas-themed experiences below do you prefer? 

 

Christmas Parties: “Less is more”  or  “The more the merrier” 

Christmas Decor:  “Puttin’ it up”  or  “Takin’ it down” 

Christmas Gifts:  “Wrapped Present”  or  “Wrapped Gift Card” 

Christmas Cards: “Envelope”  or  “Ecard” 

Christmas Carols: “Old School”  or  “Latest Version” 

Christmas Villain: “Scrooge”  or  “Grinch” 

Christmas Movie: “Elf”  or  “It’s a Wonderful Life” 

Christmas Day: “Up Early”  or  “Sleep In” 

Opening Presents: “Christmas Eve”  or  “Christmas Day” 

 

 

 



2.  As you look back on this quarter, what are one or two things about your Growth Group 

experience that you have appreciated most? (It can be time spent together, a service project, 

spiritual breakthrough, growth challenge, or anything else.) 

THE REASON FOR THE SEASON 

 

1.  We all experience the blur and distraction of the Christmas advertising machine and the 

often unmet expectations it can create.  One of the ways to keep Jesus in perspective as the 

“reason for the season” is remembering our need for a Savior and what He has done for us. 

How does Isaiah 9:6-7 expand our understanding of who Jesus is and His role in our lives? 

Isaiah 9:6-7  

    For to us a child is born, 

        to us a son is given, 

        and the government will be on his shoulders. 

    And he will be called 

        Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

        Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

    [7] Of the increase of his government and peace 

        there will be no end. 

    He will reign on David's throne 

        and over his kingdom, 

    establishing and upholding it 

        with justice and righteousness 

        from that time on and forever. 

    The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

        will accomplish this. [NIV] 

 

 

 

2.  In addition to the “good news” of what Jesus has done for us, there are also benefits we gain 

through His transforming power in our lives.  Based on the verses below, what benefits do we 

receive as a result of Jesus’ sacrifice and our commitment to follow Him? 

2 Corinthians 5:17  

    Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

[NIV]  

Acts 1:8  

    But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  [NIV] 

Romans 5:1  

    Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, [NIV]  

Romans 8:37-39  



No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. [38] For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, [39] neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. [NIV] 

REMEMBERING 

 

This weekend we were given a clear picture of “The Gospel in a Nutshell” and how to avoid 
adding to it, or taking away from it.  To conclude this quarter, we want to take Communion to 
remember the gift of the “Gospel” and the life we have received through Jesus.   
 
 
To prepare for Communion read Luke 2:1-7 and Luke 22:19-20. Then go back and look at what 
you wrote down in the questions above.  Jot down what you’re thankful for that Jesus has done 
for you. 
 

Luke 2:1-7  

    In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. [2] (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) [3] And 

everyone went to his own town to register.  

    [4] So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. [5] He went there to register with Mary, 

who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. [6] While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, [7] and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 

and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. [NIV]  

Luke 22:19-20  

    And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for 

you; do this in remembrance of me."  

    [20] In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, which is poured out for you. [NIV] 


